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BY BRADEN CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

2019 has been a year of 
changing ownerships, of 
collaboration between com-
munities, of openings and 
closures.

Paris moved into the year 
with a title retained, as the 
Tigers boys basketball team 
took first in the Tri-Coun-
ty Holiday Tourney for the 
third year in a row on Dec. 29, 
2018. The tournament was a 
breeze, with Paris’ closest 
match being a 23-point lead. 
The latter half of January was 
less lucky, when a paint spill 
by IDOT threatened to con-
taminate Twin Lakes. How-
ever, teamwork by firefight-
ers, other city employees and 
IDOT managed to damn a 
creek which flowed into the 
lake, saving its fish popula-
tion. The month ended with 
the Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance Service, or NE-

CAS, suggesting establishing 
a special service area to col-
lect taxes for the ambulance 
service. 

February opened with bad 
news for Chrisman. Water 
samples showed a spike in 
nitrites, over twice the rec-
ommended amount for con-
sumption by babies, though 
it posed no risk to adults. 
The bad news continued for 
Edgar County, with no con-
struction company bidding 
low enough to build the 
planned Staley Bridge over 
Sugar Creek.

March began with further 
development in NECAS’ 
lack of funding. Coordinator 
Jeremy Neal presented a plan 
for 0.4 percent tax through 
the fire districts to help cover 
the cost of staffing the ser-
vice, as drivers continued to 
quit over long shifts and $3 
an hour pay. The month con-
tinued somewhat better than 

it began, when both Chris-
man and Paris approved 
the construction of a joint 
pipeline to bring clean water 
to Chrisman. It ended with 
further problems for NE-
CAS, as the proposed tax via 
Chrisman, Hume and Met-
calf ’s fire protection districts 
was met with distaste.

April continued with 
even worse news, after an 
anhydrous leak at the Kan-
sas Nutrien Ag Solutions 
closed state Route 16 on 
April 5, though it was re-
solved without injury. Two 
options opened in the deci-
sion over ambulance service. 
The Edgar County Special 
Service Area Ambulance, or 
ECSSAA, lost its bid to con-
tinue providing service to 
Hunter, Stratton, Elbridge, 
Symmes, Grandview, Buck 
and Paris townships, after 
Horizon Health Ambulance 
proposed doing the same 

service without tax support. 
Horizon Health was given 
the five-year contract. Also, 
the multi-year struggle be-
tween Ameren and Edgar 
County landowners ended 
when the Supreme Court 
refused to accept the case, 
allowing Ameren to build its 
high-power line through the 
region.

May was somewhat less 
dramatic, with Kroger’s clo-
sure in Paris to mark the 
month. The whole summer 
was similarly sparse for de-
velopment. August had the 
community’s production 
of “Mamma Mia,” and the 
groundbreaking for con-
struction of the Hampton 
Inn. August was slightly 
more eventful, as the Chris-
man-Paris pipeline was de-
layed over financing, after 
the EPA’s stance on loan 
forgiveness for construction 
progress changed.  

September began with 
good news, as a communi-
ty-led cleanup effort attract-
ed 113 volunteers. Edgar 
County announced the jail 
would be closed for extensive 
renovations. Progress was 
made on the Chrisman-Par-
is water pipeline, with Paris 
City Council’s decision to 
apply for a $1.75 million fed-
eral loan.

October presented more 
difficulty for  NECAS after 
the Ross Township Board 
opposed supporting a spe-
cial service area taxing dis-
trict. Later in the month, 
the Paris City Council made 
its final decision to approve 
the Chrisman-Paris water 
pipeline, which was timely, 
given the EPA later retest-
ed the water and found it to 
also contain high-ammonia 
content. At the end of No-
vember, the EPA accepted 

2019: the year in review
Eventful year brought excitement, emergencies, tension and victory in Edgar County

See REVIEW, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

With two wind farm develop-
ers beginning initial discussion 
with Edgar County landowners, 
county board members want to 
take a new look at the county’s 
tall structure ordinance.

“Nobody is ready to submit an 
application but during the first 
or second month of the year, we 
have to work on the ordinance,” 
said county board chairman Jeff 
Voigt. 

The ordinance was originally 
passed in 2009 and has not been 
updated since that time. 

“Currently, we have a $1,000 
siting fee,” said Voigt. Most other 
counties charge $2,500.”

Other issues the county board 
members want to look at include 
making sure the setback require-
ments are adequate since wind 
turbine towers have increased 
in size over that last 10 years. As 
part of the ordinance review, road 
use policy will also get a new look 
to make sure adequate safeguards 
exist for both township and 
country infrastructure during a 
construction project.

According to Voigt, one of the 
proposed wind farms starts at 
Kansas and looks to the north-
east from that village. The other 
area under consideration is north 
of Chrisman and reaches into 
Vermilion County. 

“We are basically looking at 
updating the policy we have,” said 
county board member John Chit-
tick. “When we do discuss this in 
a study session we need to make 
an effort to make the public aware 
when that is happening.”

It was noted the public can 
always visit the county clerk’s 
website which publishes meet-
ing agendas in advance meeting 
dates.

“We need to keep an open 
mind about all things,” said Voigt.

County to 
review tall 
structure 
ordinance

BY BRADEN CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

Some Christmases, the Paris Fire 
Department takes the fire engine 
out on the road to deliver presents 
to children in Paris. 

“Its never really been an orga-
nized thing,” said firefighter Mentor 
Reynolds. 

Captain Chad Crampton elab-
orated, “There’ve been a few years 
where someone’ll contact us about 
a child needing a few gifts, and the 
shift’ll throw some money together 
and buy a few gifts. It’s Christmas 
Eve, there’s no way a kid should 
wake up Christmas morning with 
no presents.”

“It’s nice for you too,” said fire-
fighter Justin Jackson, “It humbles 
you. It’s nice when you have a lot to 
give to people that have a little.” 

Christmas Eve backup

SANTA AND HIS NOT-SO-LITTLE HELPERS

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

After a successful night of delivering Christmas Eve presents in Paris, Santa and his local helpers celebrate bringing 
joy by taking time for a photo in the light tunnel at Holiday in the Park. Left to right are, Firefighter Mentor Reynolds, 
Captain Chad Crampton, Santa Claus, Shiela Grant and Firefighter Justin Jackson. 

Paris Fire Department 
teams up with Santa to 
make Christmas bright

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

Santa and his local crew pose in front of a Paris Fire Department engine just 
before their deliveries begin. Left to right, Firefighter Justin Jackson, Chief 
Brian Gates, Shiela Grant, Santa Claus, Firefighter Mentor Reynolds and 
Captain Chad Crampton.See FIRE DEPT, Page 8A



MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Verna 
Smith at 217-822-0953 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 
5:30 p.m. Information about 
the Weight Watchers system is 
available at www.weightwatch-
ers.com, or by attending a 
meeting.

WEDNESDAY

CLINIC CLOSINGS
Horizon Health announces 
clinic hours for the News Year’s 
Holiday. The clinics in Paris, 
Oakland, Chrisman and EZ Care 
are keeping regular hours for 
Dec. 31. Clinics in Paris, Oakland 
and Chrisman are closed Jan. 
1. EZ Care is open 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Jan. 1.
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EDGAR COUNTY 4-H FOOD CHALLENGE JAN. 28
The University of Illinois Extension office  will be holding the 
Edgar County 4-H Food Challenge 6 p.m. Tuesday, January 
28, 2020 at the Edgar County 4-H Fairgrounds Multipurpose 
Building. Register a team by January 21. Attendence of the Food 
Challenge Hacks meeting the day before is required. Teams 
should consist of four students in grades 3-12. Each team will 
be provided with ingredients that must be used in their recipe.  
There will also be a pantry with optional ingredients.  Teams are 
challenged with being creative and developing their own recipe 
with the ingredients provided.  Teams will be notified prior to the 
contest of one key ingredient to be provided. A list of the neces-
sary equipment will be provided to the teams prior to the event.  
Some items will be provided. Resource materials will be provided 
to the team prior to the event.  Teams may be asked general 
questions about MyPlate nutritional info and food preparation.  
Judging will also include food appearance and quality and 
presentation skills of the group. The top teams will win prizes! 
Participants can register teams  by calling the extension office 
at 465-8585 or applying  online at https://web.extension.illinois.
edu/registration/?RegistrationID=21295

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

60   55
Prec: 90%

61   34
Prec: 70%

40   27
Prec: 0%

38   25
Prec: 0%

44   30
Prec: 0%

42   35
Prec: 0%

43   36
Prec: 20%

TODAY — Cloudy, breezy, and warm with 
highs near 60. Rain chances increase 
through the afternoon with showers expect-
ed through the evening/overnight.

SUNDAY — Rain showers continue in the 
morning. Otherwise, another breezy, cloudy, 
and unseasonable warm day with highs in 
the lower 60s.

MONDAY — Mostly cloudy and breezy, but 
colder with highs only topping out near 40.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:11 a.m. 4:34 p.m. 9:12 a.m. 7:04 p.m.

SUNDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:35 p.m. 9:51 a.m. 8:04 p.m.

MONDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:36 p.m. 10:24 a.m. 9:04 p.m.

TUESDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:36 p.m. 10:53 a.m. 10:02 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:37 p.m. 11:19 a.m. 11:00 p.m.

THURSDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:38 p.m. 11:44 a.m. 11:57 p.m.

FRIDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:39 p.m. 12:09 p.m. --

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35°/20°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68° in 2008
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-19° in 1924

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.26”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.74”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.63”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.06”

NORMAL:    High: 35   Low: 20     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU

Weather Wizard
@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, 
Roger Stanley, Samantha Tucker 
and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeff Chambers, Dan 
Dundas, Tim Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones, 
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer 
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Patti Garver
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Cliff 
Macke
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 
p.m. Wednesday prior to 

the Saturday publication.  
Advertising (display or 
classifieds ads) are due 1 
p.m. Thursday prior to the 
Saturday publication. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County 
and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie 
Beacon LLC. All rights 
reserved. Reproduction in 
whole or in part without 
written permission is 
prohibited. 
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Postage Prices at Paris, IL. post office, 61944. POSTMASTER:  Send 
address changes to The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News at 101 N. Central 
Ave, Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-NewsParis Beacon-News

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary Weekly dinner 
is 5-7 p.m., Jan. 2, at the post 
home. The $5 meal is chicken 
casserol with a vegetable, roll 
and beverage. Dessert is avail-
able for $1 extra. 

UPCOMING

RETREAT FOR MOTHERS
A retreat for mothers of special 
needs children is Jan. 25-26 at 
Villa Maris Retreat Center, Lake 
Springfield. The retreat provides 
an opportunity to relax, enjoy 
activities and network with other 
mothers of special needs chil-
dren. The $50 fee covers meals 
and lodging. More information 
about the event or for help 
obtaining financial assistance to 
attend contact Mary Smith mk-
smith@wiu.edu. The deadline to 
register is Jan. 11

WEBINAR ON SEED SAVING
The Edgar County Extension is 

offering a free webinar about seed 
saving for garden produce and 
heirloom varieties 1:30 p.m. Jan. 
14 at the Extension Office. Topics 
covered include techniques for 
seed saving such as open pollina-
tion and isolation, harvesting and 
seed storage. Call 217-465-8585 
for more information.

EATING HEALTHY 
ECONOMICALLY
It does not have to be more ex-
pensive to eat healthy. The Illinois 
Extension service is offering 
“Nutrition: Bang for Your Buck” 
1:30 p.m. Jan. 15 at the Paris 
Public Library. Topics covered 
include finding affordable healthy 
options at the grocery store and 
meal planning tricks to cut down 
on food waste. Call 217-465-8585 
for more information.

FREEZER MEALS CLASS
Illinois Extension Food and Nu-
trition Educator Mary Liz Wright 
is hosting a free class on how to 
prepare several meals in advance 
and freeze them 6 p.m. Jan. 26 at 
the Paris Public Library. Advance 
registration is not required.

FOOD HACK CHALLENGE
Edgar County 4-H is sponsoring a 
food challenge open to all Edgar 
County youths between the 
third and 12th grades. The event 
is 6 p.m. Jan. 28 but all teams 
are required to attend the Food 
Challenge Hacks meeting 5:30 
p.m. Jan. 27. More information 
about the event and registering is 
available by calling the extension 
office 465-8585.

STARTING SEEDS IN WINTER
It is possible to get a jump 
on spring garden planting by 
starting seeds early, even without 
a greenhouse. The Edgar County 
Extension office is hosting a free 
webinar 1:30 p.m. Jan. 28 about 
starting some seeds outside 
during the winter. Horticulture 
educator Nicole Flowers-Kim-
merle says this is a cost-effective 
way of growing seedlings for the 
garden. More information is avail-
able by calling 217-465-8585.

BUSINESS DISASTER PLAN
According to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, 
many small businesses never 
reopen after a disaster. Steve 
Groner offers a free workshop 
8 a.m.-noon Feb. 12 at the 
Clark County Extension Office 
regarding how to create a busi-
ness disaster plan. Registration 
closes Feb. 5. More information 
is available by calling 618-943-
5018.

FOLIAGE LANDSCAPING
The Edgar County Extension 
office is hosting a free webinar 
1:30 p.m. Feb. 25 about how 
to incorporate foliage color 
into landscape design. More 
information is available by calling 
217-465-8585.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Ask us about financing with  
LESS THAN 20% DOWN!

Settle in with a Low Down Payment!

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME
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HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNT
MEMBER FDIC

$2 monthly service charge if the average daily balance drops below $1,000. 
This service charge is waived for the first 12 months of the account.

$2 monthly paper statement fee will be charged if you do not elect to receive eStatements.

Free Online Banking & Debit Card
Tiered interest rates based on account balance

Tier One: $15,000 and up
Tier Two: $5,000 – $14,999.99
Tier Three: $0.01 – $4,999.99

BANKPROSPECT.COM

WE OFFER:

A HEALTHY WAY TO

SAVE
SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Ruthie Metcalf of the Paris Township Office, Pete Templeton/
Templeton Funeral Home for a place to store and pack 
food, Memorial, Carolyn Wenz, Mayo, Crestwood, Paris 

High School students, Key Club, Mayo Leadership Squad, 
Ingrum’s Waste Disposal, Larsson, Woodyard & Henson 

employees, Horizon Health Finance Department employees, 
Pearman Pharmacy employees, Cary Linton for the boxes, 
Cheri Alexander at Save-a-Lot, Kevin Adams, Prairie Press, Gary 

and Jackie Jewell, Charlotte Smith, Mike Morris and General 
Chairman Scott Barrett, and all who donated in any way.

Since the 1940’s you have remembered your friends and 
neighbors with baskets of food to brighten their Christmas.

Thank you Paris...
YOU DID IT AGAIN!

BUSINESS CLOSING ANNOUNCEMENT

From Frisse & Brewster Law Offices, LLC

IT’S BEEN A GREAT RUN

For over 20 years, Frisse & Brewster Law Offices tried to help people in the 
Wabash Valley plan for the future - personally, for their family, and their 
farms and businesses.  

It’s been a great run.  But it’s time for us to end our practice.  We (Dave 
Frisse and Rick Brewster) are retiring.  The firm will, essentially, cease 
business on December 31, 2019.  We’ll be reviewing and transferring files 
for as long as it takes in 2020.  

We thank our family, many friends and wonderful clients and peers for the 
many kindnesses offered us over the years.  Any successes we’ve had, and 
good we have done, were the result of the clients and professionals we’ve 
been lucky enough to work with.  We thank you.

BECAUSE SAFETY IS KEY,

PLEASE DON’T 
DRINK AND DRIVE!

Message brought to you by:

Church Insurance Agency   Church Insurance Agency   
116 E. Court St., • Paris, IL 61944

217-465-4022
                                                                   Like us on 

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

Paris Family Dental is 
happy to welcome its new-
est doctor, Zach Ferguson, 
and Ferguson is excited at 
becoming part of the Paris 
community.

A native of Bourbon-
nais, Ferguson attended the 
University of Illinois for 
his undergraduate studies, 
where he maintained a four-
year membership with the 
Pre-Dental Club, joined the 
Dental Brigades on a trip to 
Honduras and volunteered 
at other dental functions. 
Ferguson later completed 
his Master of Biomedical 
Sciences degree and Dental 
degree at Midwestern Uni-
versity just outside of Chi-
cago, where he continued 
his hands-on experience in a 
dental lab.

At the U of I, Ferguson 
was initially unsure of which 
healthcare field to join until 
a dentist recommended Fer-
guson shadow him at work 
for a day. Ferguson observed 
firsthand the personal impact 
dental care has on patients 
and today he is happy he 
chose dentistry because of 
the impact it has on peoples’ 
quality of life.

“Upon observing the dif-
ference a dentist can make in 
the appearance and, perhaps 
most importantly, the confi-
dence of a person, that sealed 

the deal for me,” he said.
His academic career at 

Midwestern was successful, 
but ultimately the Chicago 
area simply did not feel like 
home for Ferguson. The big 
city crush and frantic pace 
were particularly unappeal-
ing.

“I got tired of living in a 
traffic jam,” he noted. 

Instead Ferguson prefers 
the lifestyle of cities like 
Champaign and Bourbon-
nais. In his own words, “It’s 
what I consider home.”

Not every up-and-coming 
medical professional is inter-

Ferguson joins Paris Family Dental

Special to The Prairie Press

Zach Ferguson is the new dentist on staff at Paris Family Dental. 
After starting his career in the Chicago area, Ferguson wanted a 
change of pace where he could develop a stronger relationship 
with his patients and the community.

ested in moving to central Il-
linois, however, the prospect 
piqued Ferguson’s interest 
when a friend informed him 
of the position at Paris Fam-
ily Dental. So far Ferguson is 
happy he made the leap and 
says his favorite thing about 
moving to Paris is the com-
munity.

“Honestly, the people are 
wonderful. Extremely nice 
people who are easy to talk to 
and get along with, with lots 
of warmth and hospitality,” 
he said.

Working in Paris is also 
fulfilling because being part 
of a smaller practice has al-
lowed him to expand his den-
tal knowledge and repertoire 
of procedures. It also pro-
vides greater independence 
in finding the best treatment 
methods for each individual 
patient. 

Paris Family Dental is ded-
icated to quality service and 
personalized patient care, 
and the philosophy meshes 
well with Ferguson’s own 
outlook. The one-on-one ap-
proach is what he has always 
preferred. 

“It’s great for the patients 
and for me at the same time,” 
he said.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

An arrest Thursday, Dec. 
26, has the Paris Police De-
partment hopeful that a 
string of armed robberies has 
come to an end.

“We had a third armed rob-
bery yesterday at 3:30 a.m.,” 
Detective Andy Hutson said 
during a Friday morning 
interview. “A detective was 
summoned at that time.” 

The crime occurred at Ca-
sey’s General Store, 414 West 
Jasper Street and Hutson said 
evidence at that crime scene 
pointed to Austin D. Toler, 
32, 308 Parrish Street as the 
perpetrator. Toler was subse-
quently arrested early Thurs-
day afternoon at his home.

“He (Toler) was coopera-
tive. There was no resistance,” 
said Hutson, adding Toler 
was arrested on three counts 

of armed robbery.  Final de-
termination of charges is the 
responsibility of Edgar Coun-

ty State’s At-
torney Mark 
Isaf. 

Toler’s ar-
rest follows 
two earlier 
armed rob-
beries and all 
had a similar 

pattern of occurring early in 
the morning at a convenience 
store/filling station opera-
tion. The first robbery was 
1:58 a.m., Dec. 10, at the Ca-
sey’s Store on Jasper, and the 
second robbery was a little 
more than 24 hours later at 
3:18 a.m., Dec. 11, at the Cir-
cle K on Jasper Street. 

Hutson declined to discuss 
the evidence police recovered 
but did say more than one 
item was seized by police as 

part of the arrest. 
According to Hutson, 

everything points to Toler 
acting alone in committing 
the robberies and no other 
arrests are anticipated unless 
new information is discov-
ered revealing someone aided 
Toler in the crimes. 

Toler’s prior criminal con-
victions in Edgar County are 
mostly misdemeanor alco-
hol violations of underage 
drinking and driving under 
the influence. He was sen-
tenced to the Illinois De-
partment of Correction in 
2010 after being convicted 
of a Class 2 felony aggravat-
ed criminal sexual abuse of 
a victim between the ages of 
13 and 16. Toler completed 
the prison sentence and is 
currently listed on the Illi-
nois register of sex offenders 
as a sexual predator.  

Police make arrest for armed robberies

TOLER

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Paris Family Dental, located onJasper Street, is happy to welcome another doctor to their team 
of professionals. They are dedicated to individual and quality care for all their patients.
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MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Your One-Stop LIQUOR STORE

We thank you for your patronage and friendship, 
and we wish you all the best in 2020 and always.

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

723 E. Crawford St.  Paris, IL

 (217) 463-500 (217) 463-500

ALIGNMENTS • AUTO GLASS   
• MECHANICAL REPAIR

Monday-Friday  7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays  8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Precision Tires Plus is 
NOW OFFERING 

Diesel repairs.
We offer 30 year experience on diesels.

See us for all your 
Tire & Auto needs

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the Dec. 16 
and Dec. 19 criminal and traf-
fic calls in Edgar County Cir-
cuit Court included: 

IN CUSTODY
nRoger D. Baugh Jr., 36, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with three counts 
of a Class 2 felony burglary, 
a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class A misdemeanor posses-
sion of a hypodermic syringe. 
Bond was set at $30,000 and 
his bond conditions include 
no contact with the apparent 
victims. The matter was con-
tinued for the preliminary 

Cases moving through Edgar County Circuit Court
hearing. Baugh was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nNicholas E. Brown, 25, 

Paris, appeared in custody. He 
was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery. The public defender was 
appointed and Brown pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand. Bond was set at $3,500 
and includes a no-contact or-
der with the apparent victim 
or the victim’s residence. A pre-
trial conference was scheduled 
and he was remanded to custo-
dy pending posting of bond.
nBradley W. Cooley, 41, 

Paris, appeared in custody. His 
unresolved charges of a Class 2 
felony burglary, a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of burglary tools 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
theft were continued for a pre-
trial conference. Cooley was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJohn A. Fasig, 49, Mar-

tinsville, appeared in custody. 
Despite objection by the state, 
he was granted a furlough to 
a treatment facility. His unre-
solved Class 2 felony posses-
sion of stolen property charge 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending transport 
to the facility. 
nShane W. Floyd, 29, Paris, 

appeared in custody. The pub-
lic defender was appointed for 
his Class 4 felony false alarm 
or complaint to 9-1-1 charge. 
Floyd pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to the charge. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference and he was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nKeith A. Gosnell, 34, Par-

is, appeared in custody, was 
charged and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of a hypodermic syringe and 
a Class A misdemeanor re-
tail theft. Bond was reduced 
to $10,000 from the original 
bond of $20,000. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. Gosnell was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDamian C. Hays, 25, Par-

is, appeared in custody, was 
charged and pleaded guilty to 
a Class A misdemeanor theft 
charge. He was sentenced to 20 
days in jail with credit for one 
day previously served with the 
remaining 19 days subject to 
stayed jail time with good con-
duct credit to apply, one year of 
probation, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.
nJared M. Plew, 26, Par-

is, appeared in custody. His 

unresolved Class 2 felony 
aggravated battery, a Class 3 
felony unlawful possession of 
a weapon by a felon, a Class A 
misdemeanor resisting a police 
officer, a Class A misdemeanor 
unlawful use of weapons and 
a Class C misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct charges were 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. Plew was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nClayton S. Rhoads, 19, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
Rhoads’ unresolved charges 
of a Class 1 felony residential 
burglary, two counts of a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of hypo-
dermic syringe and a Class A 
misdemeanor theft were con-
tinued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nBlake B. Sawyer, 32, Paris, 

appeared in custody. His unre-
solved charges of a Class 2 fel-
ony aggravated domestic bat-
tery, a Class 4 felony criminal 
trespassing to a residence and 
a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery were continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nDavid Troxel, 36, Paris, 

appeared in custody and has 
hired a private attorney to 
represent him against the pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for two counts of a 
Class 2 felony aggravated do-
mestic battery convictions and 
his unresolved charges of two 
separate counts each of a Class 
1 felony methamphetamine 
manufacturing, a Class 2 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine manufacturing material 
and a Class 2 felony disposal of 
methamphetamine manufac-
turing waste; a Class 2 felony 
aggravated domestic battery 
and a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and four 
counts of a Class 3 felony ag-
gravated battery.

CHARGES
nBenjamin B. Boddy, 19, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor reckless driv-
ing. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nJoshua P. Hornbrook, 28, 

Paris, was presented with a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and a 
first appearance with counsel 
was scheduled.
nKenneth W. Sly, 36, Par-

is, was charged with a class A 
misdemeanor resisting a police 
officer and a Class C misde-

meanor assault. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nBailey T. Timmer, 23, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. 
nZachary O. Winkler, 36, 

Charleston, was presented 
with a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
conviction. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel

GUILTY PLEAS
nJohnathon D. Leonard, 

41, Kansas, admitted a peti-
tion to revoke his conditional 
discharge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license conviction. 
He was resentenced to 30 days 
in jail with good conduct credit 
to apply subject to the court’s 
discretion, one year of condi-
tional discharge and ordered to 
pay all previous financial obli-
gations.
nRichard A. Martinez, 34, 

Paris, admitted a petition to re-
voke his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license conviction. He was 
resentenced to 30 days in jail 
with good conduct credit to 
apply subject to the court’s dis-
cretion, one year of conditional 
discharge and ordered to pay all 
previous financial obligations.
nDeborah L. Petticrew, 60, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor contributing 
to the delinquency of a child. 
She was sentenced to one year 
of conditional discharge, a 
$200 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees. She was ordered 
to have no contact with the ap-
parent victims.
nAustin G. Rice, 26, Paris, 

pleaded guilty to a Class A mis-
demeanor speeding charge. He 
was sentenced to a $500 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.
nEric E. Vice, 37, Paris, 

pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. He 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, a $500 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. 
nJessica Lynn Wallace, 39, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. She was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $300 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nDalton R. Deweese, 22, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance, a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
a hypodermic syringe and a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nBrittany N. Kemper, 28, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 

misdemeanor resisting a police 
officer charge. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled.
nDakota L. Livingston, 23, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor violating a bail 
bond charge. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nJacob C. Stooksbury, 22, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor failure to notify 
damage to an unattended ve-
hicle. A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nConnie S. Alley, 49, Met-

calf, was unable to hire an at-
torney and the public defender 
was appointed to represent 
her for the unresolved Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license and a Class 
B misdemeanor speeding 
charges. The matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel.
nFrankie L. Deweese, 50, 

West Terre Haute, Ind., was 
unable to hire an attorney and 
the public defender was ap-
pointed to represent Deweese 
for his unresolved Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol charge. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with counsel.
nLasha M. Watson Hillyer, 

34, Paris, learned a warrant for 
her arrest for missing a court 
appearance was quashed. 
Her unresolved Class A mis-
demeanor criminal damage 
to property, a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol, a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of an intoxicating 
compound and a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct 
charges were continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nCourtney J. Mills, 25, 

Charleston, failed to appear 
in court. A presentencing in-
vestigation was ordered and a 
sentencing hearing was sched-
uled from her prior admission 
to a petition to revoke her 
probation sentence for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction and 
the admission to a petition to 
revoke her probation sentence 
for a Class 2 felony possession 
of a controlled substance in a 
penal institution conviction. 
A warrant for her arrest was 
issued and bond was set at 
$1,000.
nJimmy L. Woodyard, 57, 

Paris, learned a presentencing 
investigation was ordered for 
his admission to a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion. A new sentencing hearing 
was scheduled.

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared and 

issued when the following in-
dividuals failed to answer the 
court call: Evan T. Chestnut, 
24, West Terre Haute, Ind; 
Bruce L. Hunt, 39, Paris; Scott 
A. Leverenz, 44, Clinton, Ind.; 
Tosha N. Lowry, 30, Paris; 
Dillon R. Manhart, 22, Effing-
ham; Richard A. Marietta, 28, 
Paris; and Justin M. Tresner, 
31, Paris.

OBITUARIES

COURT

TIMOTHY BRIMNER
Timothy R. Brimner, 56, of 

Tuscola, and formerly of Par-
is, passed away Monday, Dec. 

23, 2019, 
at his resi-
dence. He 
was a hotel 
manager and 
night audi-
tor, manager 
of Pizza Huts 
throughout 

the area and was the former 
owner/operator of Home-
town Pizza in Chrisman and 
Kansas.

A funeral service is 10 a.m. 
Monday, Dec. 30, at Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home. 
Burial is in Grandview Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from 2 until 
4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 29, at the 
funeral home.

Mr. Brimner was born Nov. 
18, 1963, at Paris, the son of 
John Robert “Bob” Brimner 
and Sandra Tyler Brimner.  

He is survived by his moth-
er Sandra Burns of Metcalf; 
his stepmother, Donna Brim-
ner of Grandview; two broth-
ers, Cale (Mallory) Arm-
strong of Tipp City, Ohio 
and Thad (Cathy) Brimner 
of Kansas; two stepbroth-

ers, Terry (Deb) Pollitt of 
Danville and Duane Pollitt 
of Danville; seven stepsis-
ters, Erin (Robert) Dunn of 
Bixby, Okla., Carle (Mike) 
Philpott of Tulsa, Okla., Jody 
Burns of Tulsa, Okla., Carla 
(Mike) Duke of Paris, Jonnie 
Armstrong of Texas, Jennifer 
(Tim) Purcell of Newman 
and Kim Adams of Chrisman; 
six nieces, Hannah Brimner 
of Lincoln, Kayla and Selah 
Brimner, both of Kansas, Ty-
ler (Garrett) Rardin of Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., and Cassidy 
and Sofie Armstrong, both of 
Tipp City, Ohio; numerous 
step-nieces, step-nephews, 
and step-great-nieces; and 
one great-nephew Jacob Rar-
din.  

He was preceded in death 
by his father; his stepfather, 
Carl Burns; his stepsister, Pa-
mela Bowen; and his brother, 
Todd Brimner.

Mr. Brimner was a gradu-
ate and valedictorian of the 
class of 1981 at Kansas High 
School. He received a BS 
degree from Eastern Illinois 
University. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

BRIMNER
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
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“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

FRISSE & BREWSTER LAW OFFICES
NOTICE OF CLOSING &

CLIENT FILE AVAILABILITY

Frisse & Brewster Law Offices will cease doing business on December 31, 2019.  
No new legal engagements are being accepted.   Our only work at this time is 
reviewing and, where requested, transferring client files.  

Under Illinois Law, we have a duty to maintain, in complete confidence, our cop-
ies of many client records for seven (7) years.   Over 20 plus years of practice 
produces well over a thousand files.   Answering questions and processing the 
files takes time.  We appreciate your patience.  

We will NOT have full time telephone reception or office hours starting January 
1, 2020.  Please email us at info@frisselaw.com or leave a voicemail at 217-465-
1234.  These stored messages will be reviewed at least weekly. 

BECAUSE OF THE NUMBER OF FILES INVOLVED, transfers need to be arranged 
for, directions given in writing, and done on a scheduled basis.  DROPPING BY 
THE OFFICE WITHOUT PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS WON’T WORK.

As new “Pick up” hours are arranged, we’ll post the details on our website as 
they develop.  Check it out periodically as the messages will change.  https://
frissebrewsterlaw.com/

NO FILE DOCUMENTS CAN BE TRANSFERRED, TO YOU, A FAMILY MEMBER OR 
A NEW LAWYER, without SIGNED, WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION on particular 
forms, which we or your new attorney can supply.  We have sent to many, and 
can send to others requesting, a more complete explanation of File Rights and 
related subjects.  

In most cases, we did not retain original documents – those were given to 
you.  Most of our file contents are copies of things the clients supplied to us, or 
we prepared to them.  In the unlikely event our review finds originals, we’ll reach 
out to you for direction.    

IF YOU WERE A CLIENT IN THE YEARS SINCE January 1, 2013 and think we 
have a file concerning our work for you please contact info@frisselaw.com.   You 
may also call the office that served you (PARIS 217-465-1234; TERRE HAUTE 
812-234-2777).  After January 1, these sources will be checked periodically but 
not daily.

IF YOU WERE A CLIENT MORE THAN SEVEN (7) YEARS AGO and not since, 
it is likely your file was safely and confidentially destroyed.  But if you want to 
have us check, please contact us at info@frisselaw.com.  

IF WE HOLD YOUR LAST WILL in our lock box, please contact our office.  We’re 
trying to reach you, so it can be returned.  We will schedule times for pick-up.

INDIANA CLIENTS should monitor the website.  Separate arrangements for 
transfer of file materials relating to clients serviced out of our Terre Haute, 
Indiana office are being made and will be posted on the website.  

Under some circumstances file materials can be shipped.  Absent separate 
arrangements, they will be sent via USPS, uninsured with no special handling.  
We recommend actual pick-up.   
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ANDERSON ANDERSON LAW OFFICESLAW OFFICES
E. Robert (“Rob”) Anderson
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VIRGINIA ZIMMERLY
Virginia S. Zimmerly, 103, 

of Bloomington, Ind., and 
formerly of Paris, passed 

away peace-
fully Thurs-
day, Dec. 12, 
2019, at her 
d a u g h t e r ’s 
residence.  

A memo-
rial service 
will be at a 

later date in Paris. The Fu-
neral Chapel of Powell and 
Deckard is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Mrs. Zimmerly was born 
May 14, 1916, at Paris, the 
daughter of the late C.E. and 
Alta Gaumer Shaw. She mar-
ried Wayne Zimmerly, and he 

preceded her in death. 
She is survived by her 

daughter, Eleanor (Dr. Larry) 
Rink; grandchildren, Scott 
(Allison) Rink and Dr. Ben 
(Diana) Light; great-grand-
children, Sydney Rink, 
Quincey Rink, Halley Rink, 
JT Rink, Erica Light, Ginny 
Light, Allison Light, Nolan 
Light, Jon Light and Ben 
Light; and her cousin, Mike 
Craun.

She was preceded in death 
by her daughter, Julie Light; 
granddaughter, Virginia Ellen 
“Ginger” Rink; and grandson, 
Eric Light.

Mrs. Zimmerly lived a life 
of graciousness, kindness, 
humility and service.  She re-
ceived the Key to the City of 

Paris on her 100th birthday 
and was involved with many 
philanthropic organizations.  
She was a member of the Paris 
Garden Club, Chapter KP of  
PEO of Paris and was a past 
member of the Paris Library 
Board just to name a few.  She 
was a lifelong member of the 
Paris Presbyterian Church. 
She loved spending time with 
family, reading, traveling and 
gardening.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Presbyterian 
Church of Paris, 241 W. Court 
Street, Paris, IL 61944, or 
the Paris Center of Fine Arts 
Endowment Fund, 14040 E 
1200th Rd, Paris, IL 61944

Online condolences at 
www.thefuneralchapel.com.

ZIMMERLY

ESTELLA JONES 
Estella Jane Jones, 88, of 

Paris, passed away at 1:58 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 21, 2019, 

at Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital.  

A service 
c e l e b r a t -
ing her life 
was 11 a.m. 
T h u r s d a y , 

Dec. 26, at Templeton Funeral 
Home, with Pastor Troy War-
ner officiating. Burial followed 
in Edgar Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 9:30 a.m. until the 
service time Thursday at the 
funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the ECCF D.O. It 
Cancer Support Group.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

GENEIVE HANNA
OAKLAND – Geneive 

Hanna, 95, of Monticello, 
went home to be with the 

Lord Friday, 
D e c e m b e r 
27, 2019. 

A funer-
al service is 
noon Sat-
urday, Jan. 
4, 2020, at 
Krabel Fu-

neral Home. Burial follows in 
Payne Cemetery. Visitation 
is from 10 a.m. until the ser-
vice time Jan. 4 at the funeral 
home.     

Mrs. Hanna was born Oct. 
27, 1925, at Brocton, the 
daughter of the late Frank 
and Suella McAdams Geiling. 
She married James Broadway 

in 1941, and they had two 
daughters, Janice and Joyce. 
He preceded her in death 
Dec. 27, 1945. She later mar-
ried Allen W. Hanna in 1954, 
and they had one daughter, 
Jeri. He preceded her in death 
Aug. 11, 2009. 

She is survived by her three 
children, Janice Kay (Harold) 
Lieb of Monticello, Joyce 
Elaine Metz of Chatham and 
Jeri Lee (Randy) Grafton 
of Hume; seven grandchil-
dren, Jeff (Brenda) Pembor, 
Joe (Anita) Lieb, Jon (Ang-
ie) Lieb and James (Anita) 
Lieb; Chris (Megan) Grafton, 
Craig ( Joanna) Grafton, and 
Cole (Linsey) Grafton; and 
nine great-grandchildren, 
Will Lieb, Katie Lieb, Travis 
McClain, Gwyneth Grafton, 

Kyler Grafton, Jacob Grafton, 
Hanna Jo Grafton, Elsie Graf-
ton and Nolen Grafton. 

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers and two sis-
ters.

Mrs. Hanna was a longtime 
resident of Brocton and a 
member of Brocton Christian 
Church. She worked at Ze-
nith, and later cleaned homes 
for many people in the com-
munity. She enjoyed flowers 
and gardening, but her great-
est joy came from spending 
time with her family and 
friends, who she dearly loved. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Brocton Christian 
Church. 

Online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.
com. 

IMOGENE HAMMER
Imogene Murray Hammer, 

91, of Paris, and formerly of 
Lexington, Ky., passed away 
at 1:50 a.m. Friday, Dec. 20, 
2019, at Horizon Health Paris 
Community Hospital. She was 
the former owner and operator 
of Veda’s Ladies’ Apparel of 
Lexington.

Burial is private in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Paris. A public me-
morial service in the Lexington 
area will be in the spring 2020. 
Templeton Funeral Home of 
Paris is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Mrs. Hammer was born 
Sept. 21, 1928, at Waverly, 
Ohio, the daughter of the late 
William L. and Myrtle Ad-
ams Murray. She married Cliff 
Tussey in January 1971. He 
preceded her in death Sept. 
19, 1997. She later married the 
Hon. G. William Hammer July 
12, 2000. He preceded her in 

death Sept. 17, 2015.
Survivors include two chil-

dren, Craig (Hellie) Smith of 
Paris and Suzanne (Kenneth) 
Adair of Lexington, Ky.; three 
sisters, Nona Sparks of Cyn-
thiana, Ky., Geneva Stocker 
of Frankfort, Ky., and Judith 
Maryweiser of Wilmore, Ky.; 
six grandchildren, Zach Pat-
rick, Hunter (Shelby) Smith 
and Hillary (Michael) Bradley 
all of Paris, Caslon Smith of In-
dianapolis, Ind., Kenny (Jess) 
Adair of Burlington, Ky., and 
Michael (Jessica) Adair of Lex-
ington, Ky.; 10 great-grandchil-
dren, Luke, Delilah, Gigi and 
Chaning Bradley, Murray, Eva, 
and Tolliver Smith, Leo Smith, 
Evie Adair and Charlie Adair; 
as well as a host of nieces and 
nephews. 

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her stepmother, Ivory Dale 
Murray; a brother, Cecil Mur-

ray; and three sisters, Mildred 
Campbell, Mabel Rollins and 
Margaret Barker.

Mrs. Hammer enjoyed 
being very active in her com-
munities. While in Paris, she 
was involved in the PTA, was 
instrumental in organizing the 
Moke Owens concert series, 
and took an active role in the 
fundraising effort for the new 
Paris Community Hospital. In 
Lexington, she invested herself 
in her ladies’ fashion business 
and enjoyed the success that 
resulted. Returning to Paris 
following the death of her hus-
band in 2015, she deeply cher-
ished the time she was able to 
spend with her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Paul Warner Animal 
Rescue.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

DALLAS GOOD
Dallas Lee Good, 73, of 

Joliet, and formerly of Chris-
man, passed away at 8:15 a.m. 

Wednesday, 
Dec. 25, 
2019, at Uni-
versity Rehab, 
Urbana. He 
was retired 
from the City 
of Joliet San-
itation De-

partment.
A service celebrating his life 

is 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 29, at 
Templeton Funeral Home. Pri-
vate interment in Hoult Ceme-
tery near Chrisman is at a later 
date. Visitation is from 2 p.m. 
until the service time Sunday 
at the funeral home.  

Mr. Good was born June 
10, 1946, at Paris, the son of 
the late Elmer and Thelma 
Thompson Good. He married 
Carolyn Picco Nov. 30, 1974, 

at Chrisman, and she preceded 
him in death July 7, 2017.

Survivors include two broth-
ers, Dale F. (Ann) Good of In-
dianola and Lynn E. (Maggie) 
Good of Chrisman; two sisters, 
Wanda L. Winans of Hume 
and Lila A. (Gene) Bland of 
Bloomington; a sister-in-law, 
Deena Foschi of Joliet; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by a brother-in-law, Daniel 
Winans; and a nephew, Dale A. 
Good.

Mr. Good was a 1964 grad-
uate of Chrisman High School 
and a graduate of Joliet Junior 
College. He was a loyal St. Lou-
is Cardinals, Chicago Bears 
and Fighting Illini fan.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Paris Challenger 
League.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

VIRGIL FOX
Virgil Otis Fox Jr., 84, of 

Paris, passed away at 3:40 a.m. 
Monday, Dec. 23, 2019, at Par-

is Healthcare 
Center. He 
was retired 
after working 
many years 
as a machine 

mechanic. 
A service celebrating his life 

was 2 p.m. Friday, Dec. 27, at 
Templeton Funeral Home, 
with Pastor Joseph Tomich 
officiating. Burial followed in 
Grandview Cemetery. Visita-
tion was from 1 p.m. until the 
service time Friday at the fu-
neral home. 

Mr. Fox was born Aug. 10, 
1935, in Edgar County, the son 
of the late Virgil Otis Sr. and 
Roxie E. Babcock Fox.

Survivors include a brother, 
Gerald L. (Ladonna) Fox of 
Terre Haute, Ind.; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by 
a brother, William Fox; and a 
sister, Barbara Augustus.

Mr. Fox was a veteran of the 
United States National Guard 
and was a member of Kansas 
Lodge #280 Ancient Free & 
Accepted Masons.

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the do-
nor’s choice. 

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

HANNA

GOODJONES

TOMMA WITHROW
MARSHALL – Tomma 

Lue Withrow, 68, of Marshall, 
and formerly of Ashland, Ky., 
passed away Thursday, Dec. 12, 
2019, at her home following an 
extended illness. 

A memorial service is 2 p.m. 
today, Dec. 28, at the First 
Christian Church, with Pastor 
Gary Pruiett officiating. Visita-
tion is from 1 p.m. until the ser-
vice time today at the church. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the First Christian 
Church. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

HAROLD WALLER
MARSHALL – Harold E. 

Waller, 78, of Marshall, passed 
away at 1:30 a.m. Wednes-

day, Dec. 25, 
2019, at Ca-
sey Health-
care Center, 
Casey. He was 
e m p l o y e d 
at Midwest 
for 30 years. 
F o l l o w i n g 

that employment he worked 
at Lawton’s Machine for two 
years and retired from GSI. 

A funeral service is 2 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 30, at Pearce 
Funeral Home. Burial is in the 
Forsythe Cemetery, rural Mar-
shall. Visitation is from noon 
until the service time Monday 
at the funeral Home. 

Mr. Waller was born Jan. 
26, 1941, in the Oak Grove 
area, rural Marshall, the son 
of the late Clyde and Mattie 

Fuller Waller. He married Bel-
va Hammer in 1959, and she 
survives.

He is also survived by a 
son, Harold J. ( Joyce) Waller; 
grandchildren, Dusty (Sheri) 
Waller, Nicole (David Hen-
derson) Waller; great-grand-
children, Bill Waller, Alex 
Waller and Caleb Waller; two 
brothers, Vern (Irene) Waller 
of Casey and Larry ( Judy) 
Waller of Marshall; three 
half-brothers, Tom (Pam) 
Waller of Paris, Charles (Rita) 
Jeffries of Paris and Mike 
( Jerri) Waller of Danville; a 
half-sister, Margaret Winton 
of Paris; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by five siblings, Robert Waller, 
William Waller, Dale Waller, 
Clyde Waller Jr. and Edith 
Waller Davis.

Online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

WALLER

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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Schools 
need help 
not funds

As the new decade begins on New Years Day, let’s try to be kinder to all
As we move into a new decade — 

2020 — next week, we have been 
pondering a question that’s bothered 
us for most of this decade. 

When did we become so angry?
New York Times columnist David 

Brooks recently suggested historians 
define our era by pervasive fear in 
politics, media and society. Brooks 
concluded, “Fear comes in the night. 
But eventually, you have to wake up 
in the morning, get out of bed and 
get stuff done.” 

This past week, The Prairie Press 
shared photographs of the ongoing 
work at the new Hampton Inn on 
State Route 1 in Paris on our Face-
book page. Work is moving quickly 
along and the building is taking 
shape. We thought it was important 
our Facebook followers receive a 
quick update for this major project 
for the community.

The result of sharing the photo-
graphs was an airing of uninformed, 
angry commenters — some from 
Edgar County, some not — who 
questioned the money being spent 
to build the hotel by a private 
investor and wanted the money 
spent to prevent crime and drug use 
— among other things. These are 
the same people who still bellyache 
about the new high school, convert-
ing the old high school into senior 
citizens apartments and just about 
anything else that is positive moving 
forward in Edgar County.

Like it or not all you naysayers, the 
truth is Paris and Edgar County are 
moving forward. As retiring attor-
ney David Frisse mentioned in his 

letter to editor published in the Dec. 
21, 2019, edition of this newspa-
per, “New generations are injecting 
life back into the community, new 
businesses are developing and the 
growth and strengthening of com-
munity stalwarts such as Horizon 
Health and NAL provide an eco-
nomic bulwark to build on.”

Absolutely.
There are jobs to be had here in 

Edgar County — is you’re willing 
to work and pass a drug test. NAL, 
Simonton Windows, GSI, Pretium 
and our other industries are hiring.

We have new retail businesses 
opening. Yes, many people still 
drive to Terre Haute or Champaign 
to shop — and that’s their choice 
— but no one can say there aren’t 
people who aren’t investing with 
their money and their hearts — like 
Eno and Trish Vitale and the Twigg 
sisters — to make our community a 
better place.

Thanks to PEDCO and the work 
of Bob Colvin and others, we do 
have a great hotel being constructed 
providing a modern place to stay for 
our family, friends, former residents 
and those just passing through our 
county and community. The hotel 
won’t just be used by employees 
of our industries — although it is 
sorely needed. The Bloomfield Barn 
wedding venue is attracting visitors 

from throughout the Midwest. Now 
they will be able to stay in Edgar 
County — and our tax coffers reap 
the rewards.

Do we have needs? Absolutely. 
Kroger left this community high and 
dry without so much as a thank you, 
putting longtime workers out of a 
job. We need another grocery store. 
Local officials are working to solve 
the need.

We are looking forward to the 
opening of the new Route 1 Deli on 
North Main Street and The Fizz on 
South Main Street. Tuscany is back 
open and word is other restaurant 
projects are in the works. Sweet 
Vintage has a new home on West 
Court Street and is not only serving 
ice cream but soup. 120 Coffee on 
the south side of the square is going 
great guns and Richard and Stacey 
Wilken are just getting started. And 
then there is Lot 50 on East Court 
Street which is attracting fans of craft 
brewing from throughout the area.

The Paris Center of Fine Arts con-
tinues to grow as a place providing 
quality entertainment whether it’s 
provided by the PCOFA board, Paris 
Community Theater or any of our 
local schools’ productions.

It’s tempting to retreat to our angry 
corners and snarl at the world, just 
like we do on Facebook or Twitter. 
Edgar County residents, friends and 
neighbors, that’s not who we are. 
Let’s move forward into the new 
decade at 12:01 a.m. Wednesday, 
January 1, 2020, with a positive 
attitude. That’s the only way we can 
continue to move forward.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Why are we so angry?

Pelosi’s
games

Loveable Bernie a hit with under 35 crowd
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Did anyone else not 
watch the Democrat 
presidential debate on TV 

Thursday 
night?

I 
thought 
so.

After 
three 
months of 
watching 
Saint 
Nancy 
Pelosi and 
her House 

Democrats stage their sol-
emn impeachment circus, 
I decided to skip the latest 
historic debate.

I figure I had suffered 
enough.

I desperately needed 
some laughs, so on Thurs-
day I began what I hope 
will be a week of binging 
on Christmas movies like 
“Elf.”

Only seven Democrats 
— a couple of socialists, 
a couple of zillionaires, a 
couple of moderates and 
small-town mayor from 
Indiana — qualified for 
this week’s primary debate 
in L.A.

Did moderate old Joe 
Biden have a “command-
ing performance” that 
quelled what the New 
York Times’ pre-debate 
piece called “the quiet 
rumblings” about his 
“abilities and long-term 
strength”?

Did the leftwing old-
sters Liz and Bernie beat 
up moderate young Mayor 
Pete for being insufficient-
ly socialist or a member of 
the donor class?

Did entrepreneur 
Andrew Yang, billionaire 
Tom Steyer, Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar or anyone else 

Different from Lake Wobegon, where all the 
youngsters are above average, most downstate 
Illinois schools perform below the statewide 

averages on achievement tests. 
I write not to criticize, but 
to evaluate, and to explore 
what might be done to boost 
achievement.

The Illinois School Report 
Card produced by the state’s 
board of education offers a 
trove of information about our 
schools and their students. You 
can slice and dice the data on 
its website. What you will find 
is depressingly predictable: 

School district performance strongly correlates 
with household income, and not with spend-
ing. Since downstate communities are overall 
less wealthy than those in metro Chicago, 
performance is also, generally, less robust.

The sample of school districts I looked at 
across Illinois was consistent: Both downstate 
rural and urban school districts generally 
performed below the statewide averages for 
11th grade language and math tests. The down-
state exceptions were suburban-type districts 
on the edge of cities, as outside Peoria and 
Champaign-Urbana, where, let’s be honest, 
many families locate to avoid the problems of 
city schools. Schools such as Dunlap (outside 
Peoria) and Mahomet (Champaign) spend less 
per pupil than their nearby city schools and 
perform much better.

The state Report Card includes fascinating 
scatterplots of all schools. You will see strong 
correlations between the percentage of low-in-
come families in districts and performance; the 
fewer low income, the higher the test scores.

On the other hand, there is almost no cor-
relation I can see in the scatterplot for spending 
and performance. The scatterplot resembles a 
goose egg, standing up.

That doesn’t mean spending is unimportant. 
I am confident the many suburban schools that 
pay an average of more than $100,000 per year 
for teachers are able to attract, overall, a greater 
percentage of teachers who earn master’s de-
grees in substantive areas such as science, math 
and English than in school districts near my 
town, where average salaries are under $50,000. 
The high-spending schools generally have 
larger enrollments as well, and thus offer more 
foreign languages, earlier, and a richer array of 
challenging coursework.

Yet I would guess that even if the suburban 
schools paid as little as my rural districts, their 
students would still perform much better than 
average — because the parents and peer pres-
sure would demand it. Parents would create and 
fund foundations to provide what they think 
their children need to get into top colleges.

We in Illinois are at present embarked on 
a gradual increase in the state funding for 
low-wealth districts, which includes most rural 
districts, so long as state funding is available. 
I am all for this. Yet, if improved performance 
doesn’t follow, taxpayers might say: “Why are 
we doing this?”

I don’t fault my local school teachers for below 
average performance, but I do believe school 
superintendents and their boards must up their 
game. I fear the “supes” often caress their boards 
with cherry-picked information from the school 
district report cards, showing improvement here 
and there, yet ignoring that the schools are still 
performing below average. The school boards 
often think that if they are doing as well as the 
under-performing school district down the road, 
they are doing just fine. Not true.

Parents with ambitions for their young are 
not likely to locate in small towns where the 
schools are below average, and I can assure you 
such families check out the statewide school 
report cards.

Poor-performing schools bode ill for the 
future of rural America, and for all America.

The performance problems — I don’t know 
why school leaders don’t shout this to the high 
heaven, in their own frustration — lie primarily 
with the families and communities in which the 
schools are embedded. Low-income families 
often fail to create strong expectations for suc-
cess among their children, nor do they provide 
the discipline and support at home necessary to 
achieve high aspirations.

So, what can be done? 
Schools in big city China require English 

from kindergarten through high school. If a 
rural district offered Mandarin from the earliest 
grades — and my Chinese friends believe such 
could be arranged — young parents would take 
notice, I can assure you. Yet I fear that most 
downstate school boards would consider that 
way too far outside the box, comfortable in 
their misguided belief that the U.S. is still the 
center of the world.

Schools are already providing breakfast, 
lunch and after-school snacks for the low-in-
come. Should schools provide even more social 
services? I don’t think schools can become in 
loco parentis — in place of parents — at least 
not effectively.

Yet, somehow, schools and communities — 
churches, private charity, neighborhood groups 
— must engage and stimulate clueless families 
to do a better job of parenting for success. 

(For many years, Jim Nowlan was a senior fel-
low and political science professor at the University 
of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. He has worked 
for three unindicted governors and published a 
weekly newspaper in central Illinois.)

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS  
PERSPECTIVE

You won’t hear young Demo-
crats deride Bernie Sanders with 
the “OK, boomer” dig. At 78, he’s 

actually too old 
for the cohort, 
but that’s not why 
he won’t get ding-
ed. He’s the most 
popular Demo-
crat among the 
under-35 crowd, 
and judging by re-
cent polling, he’s 
the second-most 
popular Dem-
ocrat overall. 

Sanders has raised nearly twice 
as much money as the front-
runner, Joe Biden, and seems to 
have scooped up support from a 
declining Elizabeth Warren in the 
past 60 days. Despite a heart at-
tack that sidelined him for a week, 
he marches on, now buoyed by 
a poll showing that in a head-to-
head matchup against Donald 
Trump, he would do better than 
Biden — though within the mar-
gin of error. 

Sanders’ appeal, the experts 
explain, is founded on authen-

ticity. Is he humorless, repetitive, 
cloying and rigid? Sure. But these 
are signs that he really believes 
something. He’s not a packaged, 
blow-dried (no argument there), 
insincere pol cooked up in a 
political laboratory. He’s the real 
deal.

Let’s concede that Sanders is 
sincere, and that he is, with some 
small hypocrisies — did you 
know he was a millionaire? — 
honest. But what people actually 
believe is kind of important, and 
Sanders professes and sells a 
series of prejudices that do him 
no credit. 

Sanders claims to be a demo-
cratic socialist in the European 
mold, an admirer of Sweden and 
Denmark. Yet his career is pock-
marked with praise for regimes 
considerably to the left of those 
Scandinavian models. He has 
praised Cuba for, “making enor-
mous progress in improving the 
lives of poor and working peo-
ple.” In his memoir, he bragged 
about attending a 1985 parade 
celebrating the Sandinistas’ 
seizure of power six years before. 

“Believe it or not,” he wrote, “I 
was the highest ranking Amer-
ican official there.” At the time, 
the Sandinista regime had already 
allied with Cuba and begun a 
large military buildup, courtesy 
of the Soviet Union. The Sandini-
stas, Sanders had every reason to 
know, had censored independent 
news outlets, nationalized half 
of the nation’s industry, forcibly 
displaced the Miskito Indians 
and formed neighborhood watch 
committees on the Cuban model. 
Sandinista forces, like those in 
East Germany and other commu-
nist countries, regularly opened 
fire on those attempting to flee 
the country. None of that appears 
to have dampened Sanders’ 
enthusiasm. The then-mayor of 
Burlington, Vermont, gushed that 
under his leadership, “Vermont 
could set an example to the rest 
of the nation similar to the type 
of example Nicaragua is setting 
for the rest of Latin America.”

Sanders was impatient with 
those who found fault with the 
Nicaraguan regime:

MONA
CHAREN
RIGHT  
THINKING

See CHAREN, Page 7A

MICHAEL
REAGAN
MAKING  
SENSE

See REAGAN, Page 7A
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CHRISMAN – The City 

of Chrisman now has a public 

works supervisor position.

Council members dis-

cussed creating the new po-

sition during an executive 

session at the regular city 

meeting Monday, Dec. 3. 

“I think it is time we hire a 

supervisor. I’m distressed by 

the amount of work I think is 

not getting done,” Commis-

sioner Bryan Haddix said be-

fore the vote to go into execu-

tive session.

Under the mayoral/com-

mission form of city gov-

ernment, each of the elected 

officials is responsible for 

overseeing a department of 

local government, but the 

council members also have 

fulltime jobs and are not al-

ways available to manage daily 

operations of city employ-

ees. Haddix is responsible for 

Chrisman’s sewage treatment 

plant, Rodney Wolfe is the 

water commissioner, Thad 

Crispin is the streets and alley 

commissioner, Tyler Alex-

ander is the finance commis-

sioner and Mayor Dan Owen 

oversees public safety.

Thad Arrasmith was hired 

as the city’s first public works 

supervisor for a 90-day pro-

bationary period at $21 per 

hour. A condition of employ-

ment is he must work toward 

obtaining a Class 3 sewer op-

erator license and following 

that obtain a water operator 

license. 
“It is all public works,” said 

Crispin. “We are looking for 

somebody to oversee the wa-

ter, sewer and street depart-

ments.”

Arrasmith starts in the new 

position Monday, Dec. 9. As 

part of the restructuring, the 

council also set the official 

workday for city employees as 

7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In another matter, Haddix 

reported meeting with li-

censed trapper Rick Tweedy, 

who the city hired to capture 

skunks. At least six skunks 

have been caught in the latest 

round of trapping.

“He told me Chrisman 

has the worst infestation of 

skunks of any community he 

has seen,” said Haddix.

Wolfe advocated taking a 

different approach to the ver-

min problem. He noted this 

is the second or third time 

the city has hired Tweedy but 

that, Wolfe said, is only a stop-

gap and does not address the 

real problem.
A single, dilapidated and 

empty house is apparently the 

denning site for the skunks. 

“We need to take the prop-

erty owner to court and get 

the house demolished,” said 

Wolfe.
Who owns the property is 

Chrisman creates new job

City creates public works supervisor position, hires on Arrasmith to address backlog

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

It is getting down to crunch time 

for the Community Nurse Christ-

mas Basket program and chairman 

Scott Barrett has concerns.

“This year seems to be different 

than every other year,” said Bar-

rett. “Our money donations are 

down about 50 percent from the 

last eight years.”

Also down is the rate at which 

people are signing up to receive 

the free box of food that provides 

everything needed to prepare a 

Christmas meal. 

The Community Nurse Associ-

ation annually provides 350 such 

boxes, on a first-come-first-serve 

basis, to Edgar County families. 

Barrett said that list usually fills 

within three or four days, but there 

were still some openings on the 

list at the time of the Friday, Dec. 

6, interview.
He speculated a change in the 

signup procedure may be caus-

ing some confusion about how 

to request a basket. Any family in 

Edgar County in need of a Christ-

mas food basket must call the 

Paris Township office, 463-7215, 

between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Mon-

day through Wednesday. Barrett 

emphasized the last day to ask for 

a food basket is Wednesday, Dec. 

11. No more calls will be accept-

ed after that and the Communi-

ty Nurse Association will move 

ahead with whatever number ex-

ists at that time.

“I have to have the numbers by 

the end of the week to get every-

thing purchased the next week 

that wasn’t donated” said Barrett.

He added the schools in Par-

is, organizations and businesses 

annually hold food drives to help 

supply the baskets but it is still 

necessary to buy some items that 

cannot be donated or where some 

areas may fall short.

The Community Nurse Christ-

mas Basket contains a ham, mac-

aroni and cheese, green beans, 

corn, carrots, cake mix and icing, 

potatoes, applesauce, stuffing, two 

loaves of bread, apples, oranges 

and a dozen eggs. 

Barrett explained the Christmas 

Christmas 
basket needs 

volunteers

See BASKETS, Page 8A

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS

swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS – The Kansas 

village board members unan-

imously agreed to cash in a 

certificate of deposit in order 

to have operating money in 

the village’s general fund in 

order to purchase a new po-

lice squad vehicle and cover 

bills and payroll for the re-

mainder of the fiscal year. 

“If we cash out a CD it will 

boost the general fund,” said 

village president Ross Car-

rell, noting the village, like 

most Illinois small towns, 

is struggling with budget 

issues. The CD, located 

at Longview Bank, is for 

$33,327.87.
The board approved the 

purchase of a used squad ve-

hicle for the Kansas Police 

Department. Kansas Police 

Chief Jeff Goodwin negoti-

ated the purchase price of the 

2011 Ford Expedition with 

low mileage of 21,324 miles 

at a cost of $18,370. Title and 

plates will cost the village an 

additional $103, Goodwin 

told the board. 

Board members unani-

mously approved the pur-

chase because the village’s 

2006 auxiliary car has 

reached more than 154,000 

miles and is now costing the 

village a substantial amount 

of money in repairs. Good-

win estimates it is currently 

costing more than 65 cents 

per mile to maintain the ag-

ing automobile.

Goodwin reported the 

village’s police department is-

sued three citations, five writ-

ten warnings and 13 verbal 

warnings. Officers responded 

to two accidents and resolved 

four complaints along with 

assisting three motorists and 

assisting the sheriff ’s depart-

ment six times.

Paris Police Chief Eric 

Brown was present at the 

meeting to discuss the Shop 

With A Cop program. In its 

27th year, the countywide 

program is the largest in the 

state and will serve more than 

350 children in Edgar Coun-

ty this year, specifically help-

ing approximately 70 youth 

in Kansas. 
“We don’t turn any child 

away,” said Brown, noting 

this year’s shopping day be-

gins at 7 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 

14, at the Paris Wal-Mart 

with more than 65 volunteers 

to help participants purchase 

$125 worth of clothing.

The Kansas Board vot-

ed unanimously to donate 

$1,500 to the 2019 Shop 

With A Cop program, the 

same donation as last year.

The Board also voted to 

continue the village’s annu-

al holiday lighting contest. 

Winners with the best-dec-

orated property will receive 

cash prizes of $25 for third 

place, $50 for second place 

and $75 for the grand prize 

winning light display.

In annual business the 

board approved the property 

tax levy, which will increase 

a total of $25,851. Carrell 

read the increases, which 

were $12,000 in the general 

corporation revenue fund; 

$4,000 increase in the police 

protection; $3,809 in the 

general liability insurance 

fund; and $6,042 in the audi-

tor’s fund. 
“We bumped everything 

up a bit,” Carrell said.

In other business the board:

Approved the purchase 

of $60 for an ad to help spon-

sor the 2019 Kansas High 

School Holiday Basketball 

Tournament.
Approved the work to 

refurbish a flow meter for 

the village water department 

to not exceed approximately 

$500. The refurbished meter 

will come with a warranty 

said Jordan Richardson.

Kansas cashes CD, will buy used police vehicle

CRUMBLING BANK ON THE SQUARE DEMOLISHED

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A long time landmark on the Paris square has only a few hours left as workers from Bell & Bell Trucking prepare to 

demolish the old Citizens National Bank building Friday morning, Dec. 6. Structural problems made the building 

unusable and part of an exterior wall fell earlier this year into the alley between the former bank and Pearman 

Pharmacy. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

After working on this corner for a brief time and knocking 

back capstones, the heavy equipment operator got the 

first stone to fall from the facade of the former Citizens 

National Bank during demolition work Dec. 6.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A few hours into the project and the old bank building is 

showing significant damage from the demolition work. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

And the walls kept tumbling down all day Friday, Dec. 

6, as Bell & Bell Trucking demolished the old and 

unsafe Citizens National Bank on the Paris Square. 

The property is owned by the First Christian Church, 

which plans to develop it with additional facilities to 

complement the nearby church at the corner of Main 

and Washington.

VFW DONATES: Paris VFW writes checks for charity. 12B
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Grace Lutheran organ concert

Armed robberies at gas stations
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Ernie Pyle home became museum
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Grace Lutheran Church’s Christmas concert will showcase English carols, and the reception has English Christmas treats. GRACE, 5B

Casey’s and Circle K targeted within a day of each other, it is unclear if the incidents are related. NEWS, 3A

Brian Steele looks forward to continuing M&M Mower Repair’s record of great customer service as he takes over the shop from Mark Mattingly. 
COMMERCE, 7B

The restored childhood home of heroic war correspondent Ernie Pyle is now integrally linked to Edgar County 
HISTORY, 3B

Baked Christmas treats are a scrumptious and heartfelt way to wish someone a happy holiday. C’EST LA VIE, 1B

It’s been a tough week for the Paris Tigers as they fell to Teutopolis Tuesday and the Marshall Lions Friday, 73-37, both at PHS.SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation and have fun with us on Facebook! Search for The Prairie Press and “like” us.

Undefeated state champs

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Crestwood Lady Eagles seventh grade girls basketball team is all smiles after capping a perfect season — 25-0 — with the IESA Class 2A state champion-

ship played in front of a decidedly pro-Crestwood crowd Thursday, Dec. 12, at Paris High School. The Lady Eagles defeated Windchester 29-17 in the title game, 

never trailing en route to their second seventh grade basketball state title in the past three years. Team members with the state championship trophy and 

wearing their medals are, kneeling, from left, Kylee Kleptz, Mirayah Smith, Lottie Volstorf, Graci Watson, Bella Moreschi and Myah Bartos. Standing, from left, 

are assistant coach Matt Young, Kilee Edwards, Taylor Clark, Samantha Kindred, Reese Lehman, Mazie Mae Hawkins, Hailey Yantis, Sophie Henderson, Coach 

Missy Tingley and manager Kailey Young. Not present for the picture was assistant coach Dave Tingley, who was busy leading the Paris Lady Tigers to another 

win Thursday at Olney, boosting their record to 10-0. For complete coverage of the Crestwood title march, Thursday’s championship game and pictures from the 

evening, check out our coverage of page 9A and 11A.

LOCAL ARTIST SHOWCASES HER STITCHING TALENTS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Needlepoint artist Roseann Moss stands by some of her Christmas pieces on display at the LINK Art Gallery in Paris. 

She incorporates a wide variety of textures, three-dimensional accents and bright colors into her works, setting 

a vibrant mood in the gallery space. She says the opportunity to show her work in her own community makes this 

exhibition particularly enjoyable.

Exhibit is sew amazingBY SAMANTHA TUCKERsamantha@prairiepress.net
Needlepoint has a simple descrip-tion: it is the art of embroidering on canvas. But like a knotted thread, something that seems simple can actually be full of hidden com-plexity, and that is the conclusion viewers reach when they visit Rose-ann Moss’ show “Artistry in Nee-dlepoint” exhibit displaying at the LINK Art Gallery through Dec. 27.Moss’ passion for fiber arts runs back through her entire life, sprout-ing as a child as she watched her be-loved grandmother at work. “My Grandma Zimmerly was a professional seamstress,” said Moss. Moss spent lots of time as a child with her grandmother and quickly picked up some textile skills. By age five she could even hem dresses for some of her grandma’s customers.Embroidery was the natural con-tinuation of Moss’ sewing interest. She began embroidering gifts and 4-H projects, and her creativity grew from there. As an adult she pursued a formal 

needlepoint education at Callaway School of Needle Arts in Georgia, but until then she was self-taught by necessity. Most of the needlepoint patterns available to her only called for one kind of stitch. Moss found them boring.
“I began to make up my own 

stitches. Later I found out that those stitches had names and were written in books,” she said. In 1986, she was one of 24 women from across the state awarded a commission to design a needlepoint chair cover for the Chippendale 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Roseann Moss’ body of work features fanciful portraits with rich textures. 
Inspiration comes in many forms for Moss, and she often has a detailed plan 
for how a piece will look before she begins.

See MOSS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRYghenry@prairiepress.net
A split Edgar County Board vot-ed Wednesday, Dec. 11, to place a referendum question on the March 2020 ballot seeking voter approval to create a 1 percent safety tax to help address issues with the Edgar County Jail and the need for more money to cover public safety ex-penses.

The safety tax is similar to the 1 percent school facilities tax voters approved in 2016. It is a sales tax but does not apply on every pur-chase. Groceries and medicine are exempt as are big-ticket purchases like automobiles. The tax does ap-ply to prepared food meant either for on site or off sight consumption as well as other purchases. Passage of the tax will not increase property taxes as it applies only to retail pur-chases. 
Some discussion about the tax occurred at the board meeting but the in-depth conversation was during the Monday, Dec. 9, study session. The issues at that time were whether or not to seek the tax, if it should be three-quarters of a per-cent or 1 percent and the wisdom of attaching a sunset clause to the tax as part of the referendum.Board member John Chittick previously suggested the sunset clause as a way of making the tax more palatable to voters, but other board members saw that as a poten-tial hamstring in the future.“We are underfunded, and it is not just for the jail, but our depu-ties and others are underpaid com-pared to what other counties are doing,” said board member Derrick Lorenzen. “Those problems are not going away. It doesn’t make sense to have a sunset clause.”Board member Dan Bruner also had reservations about a sun-set provision. He said it may take some time yet to reach a final deci-sion regarding the jail and if a new facility is needed the revenue from the public safety tax can pay the bonds, but not if a sunset exists. 

County will 
seek 1 percent safety sales tax

State statues control how money is used for public safety issues

See COUNTY, Page 1A
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“Is (the Sandinistas’) 
crime that they have built 
new health clinics, schools, 
and distributed land to the 
peasants? Is their crime that 
they have given equal rights 
to women? Or that they are 
moving forward to wipe out 
illiteracy? No, their crime in 
Mr. Reagan’s eyes and the 
eyes of corporations and 
billionaires that determine 
American foreign policy is 
that they have refused to be a 
puppet and banana repub-
lic to American corporate 
interests.”

Sanders now calls for a 
revolution in this country, 
and we’re all expected to nod 
knowingly. Of course, he 
means a peaceful, demo-
cratic revolution. It would 
be outrageous to suggest 
anything else. Well, it would 
not be possible for Sanders 
to usher in a revolution in the 
U.S., but his sympathy for 

the real thing is notable. As 
Michael Moynihan reported, 
in the case of the Sandinis-
tas, he was willing to justify 
press censorship and even 
bread lines. The regime’s 
crackdown on the largest 
independent newspaper, La 
Prensa, “makes sense to me” 
Sanders explained, because 
the country was besieged by 
counterrevolutionary forces 
funded by the United States. 
As for bread lines, which 
soon appeared in Nicaragua, 
as they would decades later in 
Venezuela, Sanders scoffed: 
“It’s funny, sometimes 
American journalists talk 
about how bad a country is, 
that people are lining up for 
food. That is a good thing! In 
other countries people don’t 
line up for food. The rich get 
the food and the poor starve 
to death.” 

Sanders’ stopped learning 
about economics and politics 
about the age of 17. He still 
believes that corporate greed 
is responsible for human 

poverty, and that the world 
is a zero-sum pie. The more 
billionaires there are, the less 
there is for everyone else. 
“I don’t think billionaires 
should exist,” he told The 
New York Times. 

So in the Bernie ideal 
world, we non-billion-
aires would be deprived of 
Amazon, personal comput-
ers, smartphones, fracking 
(which reduces greenhouse 
gases), Uber, Walmart, “Star 
Wars” movies and very possi-
bly our jobs. 

Millions of children 
would be deprived of school 
scholarships, while the arts, 
medical research and poverty 
programs would be that 
much poorer. Billionaires are 
not heroes, but by making 
them boogeymen, Sanders 
betrays his economic infantil-
ism along with a large dose of 
demagoguery. 

(Mona Charen is a colum-
nist and a political analyst. She 
is a senior fellow at the Ethics 
and Public Policy Center.)

REAGAN
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say anything new, inter-
esting, bold or politically 
unpredictable?

Based on previous 
debates, I doubt all of the 
above.

I bet the seven Democrats 
on stage gave the same false 
promises and same canned 
answers to the same softball 
questions we’ve heard a 
hundred times before.

Meanwhile, in Wash-
ington, where the Demo-
crats’ two weak and fuzzy 
articles of impeachment 
are supposed to travel from 
the House to the Senate 
for a trial, Mother Pelosi is 
playing games as usual.

Now she wants a quid pro 
quo with the Senate — “Do 
the trial the way I want, or I 
won’t send over the articles 
of impeachment.” 

Pelosi and other House 
Democrats have said over 
and over that they are im-
peaching the president not 
for partisan reasons but be-
cause it is their sacred duty 
to uphold the Constitution.

Everyone knows what it’s 

really all about — their blind 
hatred for Trump for his hav-
ing beaten Hillary in 2016.

Democrats have been 
shoving this phony im-
peachment stuff down the 
country’s throat for three 
months, but the irony is that 
they’ve only succeeded in 
strengthening the president 
and weakening themselves.

Because of their impossi-
ble dream to impeach and 
remove President Trump ev-
erything is going in reverse 
for the Democrats.

They’ve already lost one 
moderate House congressman 
from New Jersey who’s switch-
ing to Republican and accord-
ing to the polls impeachment 
has not hurt Trump with 
independent voters.

The increasingly leftist 
Democrat Party, which 
looks incapable of finding a 
candidate who can unseat 
Trump, is weaker because of 
impeachment.

Democrats are so blinded 
by their hate they don’t care 
how much their partisan 
impeachment sham has hurt 
themselves or the country.

In the long run, there’s 
a silver lining to the ugly 

black cloud of impeachment 
that has been hanging over 
America for three years.

Despite Pelosi’s ma-
neuvering and the fevered 
hopes of Democrats and the 
liberal media, impeachment 
is going nowhere.

President Trump will 
never be convicted and 
removed by two-thirds of 
the Republican Senate and 
chances are getting bet-
ter every day that he’ll be 
re-elected next fall.

Of course, if the House 
of Representatives isn’t 
switched back to Republi-
can control in 2020, the day 
after Trump is sworn in for a 
second term Democrats will 
come up with a new slate of 
bogus impeachment charges 
and our national political 
headache will start all over.

If there is a silver lining 
for today, it’s that Congress 
has closed down their par-
tisan circus and gone home 
for Christmas so the rest of 
us can have a happy holiday.

(Michael Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald Reagan, 
a political consultant and an 
author. Email him at reagan@
caglecartoons.com.)

Faster teacher training takes aim
WAVERLY, Ill. (AP) — 

Erin Huff’s recollection 
that she never questioned 
what she’d do in life was 
confirmed recently when 
she found a paper from her 
early school days noting her 
desire to become a “teech-
er.”

But a late-summer vacan-
cy at Waverly Elementary 
School forced the third-year 
instructor to transform — 
with just a week before start 
of classes — into a kinder-
garten teacher for the first 
time, a big difference from 
the third- and fourth-grade 
curricula she was used to. 

More than half of her 
students are considered af-
fected by trauma, defined as 
any of a number of domes-
tic disturbances, from vio-
lence to homelessness, that 
significantly and adversely 
impact learning. Her driv-
ing motivation — teaching 
children — occupies about 
one-quarter of her work 
hours. 

The rest is devoted to 
juggling seemingly end-
less emails, professional 
development, parents and 
classroom prep. All for a 
salary that averages $45,149 
in Waverly, 230 miles (370 
kilometers) southwest of 
Chicago.

It’s small wonder there’s 
a rampant teacher shortage 
in Illinois and across the 
nation. 

Increasing public school 
enrollments, declining 
numbers in teacher-edu-
cation programs, low pay, 
stress and burnout are cre-
ating an environment in 
which Illinois is short 1,800 
teachers now, a gap that ex-
perts predict will grow to 
20,000 in five years. It could 
be 10  times that nationally, 
according to the Economic 
Policy Institute.

“The money is definitely 
discouragement, and even 
when you’re student teach-
ing, you don’t get the real 
picture ‘til you’re in it,” said 
Huff, 24, who has a mas-
ter’s degree. “That’s the big 
point: Even with my pas-
sion for teaching and how 

much I love it — breathe it — 
I’ve questioned whether this is 
the right field for me because 
this year has been a little bit of 
a struggle.”

Huff has backup. She is 
a Golden Apple Scholar, a 
teacher recruited by the Chi-
cago-based nonprofit’s pro-
gram that extensively prepares 
teachers and provides financial 
assistance during undergrad-
uate training in exchange for 
the scholar’s promise to teach 
five years in a school of need, 
one with high poverty rates or 
funding shortfalls. Golden Ap-
ple steeled Huff for classroom 
realities and provides mentors 
to its young teachers who are 
most susceptible to leaving the 
profession because they feel 
isolated and lacking in support. 

Now Golden Apple is 
speeding up the process. The 
traditional program signs up 
high school seniors and young 
college students. But $750,000 
was added to the state’s edu-
cation budget last spring, cre-
ating Golden Apple Acceler-
ators, aimed at getting newly 
minted teachers to answer the 
school bell in the space of a 
year. It targets undergraduates 
not currently on the education 
track and professionals consid-
ering career changes who have 
bachelor’s degrees in areas that 
would help them fill high-need 
areas such as special education, 
bilingual education and STEM 
courses, or science, technolo-
gy, engineering and math. 

“The Scholars program is 
great, but we need help now,” 
Golden Apple Foundation 
president Alan Mather said. 
“When we recruit high school 
seniors and college freshmen, 
that’s six years before seeing 
them in a classroom, at best.”

The program, accepting ap-
plications until Feb. 20, will 
give 50 Accelerators candidates 
$30,000 stipends and place 
them in one-year residency 
programs, where they teach in 
participating high-teacher-va-
cancy schools under a mentor’s 
watch. They supplement on-
the-job training with college 
coursework (Blackburn Col-
lege in Carlinville and Eastern 
Illinois University in Charles-
ton are in the program) toward 

earning a teacher’s license in 
15 months. In exchange, they 
commit to teach at a school of 
need for another four years. 
With expansion planned in the 
out years, the Accelerators goal 
is 2,000 teachers — 10 percent 
of the estimated number nec-
essary — by 2025.

Similar programs are crop-
ping up elsewhere. In Con-
gress, Sen. Doug Jones last 
month introduced legislation 
to provide public school dis-
tricts with competitive grants 
to develop grow your own 
programs like Accelerators. 
The Democrat’s home state of 
Alabama last spring approved 
a 4 percent raise in teachers’ 
salaries to help fill a teacher 
deficit of 1,700 and growing. 
That pushed Alabama teach-
ers’ starting pay over $40,000, 
a minimum set in separate Illi-
nois legislation that Democrat-
ic Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed in 
August in another attempt to 
stem the shortfall.

Schools participating in 
Accelerators are in southern, 
central and western Illinois. 
Accelerators is unique in that it 
will recruit candidates to teach 
in the areas where they live, not 
exporting them, say, from cities 
to rural areas, along with all the 
potential distractions from cul-
tural adjustments that go with 
it. 

“We’re growing them here 
and we want them to stay here,” 
said Michelle Mueller, Jer-
seyville-based regional schools 
superintendent for west-cen-
tral Illinois. 

Mueller scrambled at school 
year’s start to fill 40 teacher 
vacancies among the region’s 
14 school districts. Coping 
with the growing shortage has 
meant relying on long-term 
substitutes and tweaks in state 
law which, for example, allow 
retirees to return to teaching 
without disrupting pension 
benefits. 

By picking up teaching can-
didates locally, says Sen. Andy 
Manar, a 1993 Golden Apple 
Scholar-turned-legislative ed-
ucation leader who negotiated 
the program’s funding, Accel-
erators provides a uniquely 
crafted solution to a problem 
rural schools will face for years. 



8A |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2019   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netNEWS

Chrisman’s application, 
granting it the $1.75 million 
loan.

The year for Paris sports 
fans ended with good news. 
Like how last year closed with 

a victory for the Tigers, this 
year ends with a victory for the 
Crestwood Eagles, as the girls 
seventh grade basketball team 
took first place in the state.   

December 2019 ended on 
a high note for the Paris Po-
lice Department. Earlier in 
the month two early morning 
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Crampton agreed. 
“We’re all firefighters here, 

that’s our job,” said Crampton. 
“It’s in our personalities to wan-
na help people out, and there’re 
always people struggling. It’s 
sad to see kids struggling when 
the parents are struggling. The 
parents are just as grateful.”

This year, the firefighters on 
the Christmas Eve shift were 
lucky enough to have Santa 
Claus help them with deliver-
ies. 

Former fire chief Herman 
Taylor explained how local 
firefighters first became Santa’s 
helpers. 

“I became involved with 
Toys 4 Tots, and I got hooked 
up with the fire department,” 
said Taylor. “Back then they 
used to recommission bikes, 
trikes, things of that nature 
for kids in the community. 
One year on Christmas Eve, 
we found out that one family 
wasn’t having Christmas, so 
we got some presents togeth-
er, I even think some firefight-
er’s kids got deprived of some 
Christmas presents, and that 
year Santa rode in a fire engine.”

Taylor noted there is always 
a risk of some child falling 
through the cracks and the 
firefighters’ efforts serve as 
a counterbalance when that 
happens.  

“We’ve got the easy part,” 
said Chief Brian Gates, “We 
just transport Santa from 
point A to point B, it’s fun.” 

Santa interrupted to point 
out how much Gates’ under-
stated the department’s role 
in many community activities, 
including firefighters men-
toring children through the 
PERK program.  

Santa ended the conversa-
tion with a message for Paris 
before he hopped on the fire 

engine to deliver presents. 
“There’ve been lots of San-

ta Clauses in this town,” he 
said. “The thing that separates 
a Claus is the personality. 
There’s no I in Santa. It’s not 
about I, or me, or we, it’s about 

the kids.”
And with that, he and the 

firefighters pulled out of the 
station with a Merry Christ-
mas and went off to deliver 
presents to the children of 
Paris.

FIRE DEPT
FROM PAGE 1A

Community Nurse Christmas Baskets

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Paris Brass Quintet performed for volunteers Dec. 21 during the loading of Community Nurse 
Christmas Baskets at Templeton Funeral Home. Jessica Hendrickson, left, and Peter Templeton, 
right, are part of the group.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Herman Taylor, left, and Agnes Wright, right, load Christmas food baskets into a truck for delivery 
to Paris families that requested a food basket in order to have a Christmas dinner.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Volunteers Scott Barrett, left, and Phil Wright, right, load Community Nurse Christmas food bas-
kets Dec. 21 into vehicles for delivery in Paris. This was the 100th year the charity has distributed 
food during the holiday season to help some Edgar County families put a Christmas Day dinner on 
the table.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

It’s just not the adults who pitch in to help pack and deliver the 350 Community Nurse Christmas 
Baskets. Elementary students as well as members of the Crestwood state champion girls basket-
ball team were on hand Saturday, Dec. 21, to make deliveries to support the community.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Steve Gallagher waits for volunteers to bring more boxes of food. Gallagher was among the many 
volunteers Dec. 21 that delivered food as part of the Community Nurse Christmas Food Basket 
program.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Mason Barrett, right, and Wendy Brown, center watch as a volunteer packs carrots into one of the 
350 Community Nurse Christmas Baskets delivered Saturday, Dec. 21.

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press
Santa gives, left to right, Avery Wilson and Annie and Charles 
McClain candy canes along with their presents. Santa’s ap-
pearance is part of a long-standing tradition of the Paris Fire 
Department making Christmas Eve present deliveries to help 
the jolly elf while he is in Paris.

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

Future firefighter Avery Wilson gets to sit in the cab of a Paris 
city fire engine during Christmas Eve as firefighters give Santa 
Claus a special escort during his rounds in Paris.

ECCF GRANTS CHECK TO PARIS LIBRARY

Special to The Prairie Press

The Edgar County Community Foundation recently presented a grant check of $3,000 to assist 
the Paris Public Library with its plans to install a new electronic information signs at the 
main entrance of the library on South Main Street. Pictured, from left, are ECCF director Rob 
Anderson, Paris librarian Teresa Pennington, ECCF director Doug Hasler, ECCF development 
director Warren Sperry and ECCF directors Aaron Phipps and Tom Hebermehl. Those who wish 
to support this project may do so through the ECCF Paris Library Fund or directly at the Paris 
Public Library.

armed robberies occurring 
a little more than 24 hours 
apart proved unnerving 
for the community. A third 
such robbery Dec. 26 led to 
the arrest of Austin Toler a 
few hours later, and Toler 
was charged with all three 
incidents.
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F-S teams  
set to play 
for titles 
at PHS
BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Paris girls fro-
sh-soph and boys fro-
sh-soph teams will each 
play for the tourney titles 
in their own tournaments 
today at Paris High School.

The Paris boys team is 
scheduled to play the win-
ner of the Tuscola-Mat-
toon contest at 10:30 a.m. 
at PHS.

The Paris girls will play 
Teutopolis for champion-
ship at 1:30 p.m. at PHS.

PARIS F-S BOYS 51, TCT 25
The Paris Frosh/Soph 

team won their opening 
game of their Holiday 
Tournament over neigh-
boring Tri County by 
the score of 51-25 Friday 
morning. 

The Tigers received 
scoring contributions from 
nearly the entire roster, as 
all the players saw action. 

Kody Crampton led the 
way with 11 points while  
Landen Englum added 8 
points and Garrett Lar-
rance and Donald Lee each 
netted 6. 

Larrance paced the Ti-
gers in the opening quarter, 
netting all of his points off 
of free throws from tough 
drives to the basket, help-
ing to put the Tigers up 
8-2.

Paris received three 
pointers from Lee and 
Crampton to go up 10 
with less than two min-
utes left. Tri-County got a 
quick layup and then made 
three’s from Hutchinson 
and Graham on their final 
two possessions, with the 
latter at the buzzer to finish 
the quarter on an 8-0 run. 

Scoring for both teams 
tapered off in the sec-
ond quarter. The Tigers 
got buckets from Bray-
lon Nugent with a floater 
and rebound layup, Reed 
Stuck on a fast break and 
Crampton as they pressed 
when they could after their 
scores. The Tigers got three 
point happy in the latter 
stages of the third, but 
weren’t able to connect, 
going into the half up 22-
14. 

Crampton scored the 
first eight points of the 
third quarter for Paris with 
a floater and eventually two 
three-pointers. The Titans 
got another set of threes 
from Hutchinson and Gra-
ham in the quarter who led 
their team in scoring with 
12 and 6 points each. 

Landen Englum grabbed 
his six points by finishing 
the quarter with a three 
point foul play, and nailing 
a long three as the buzzer 
expired. 

Up 38-22, Paris opened 
the quarter with another 
three from Lee as well as 
layups from Fox Davis and 
Drew Pinkston. Dalton 
Hughes also got in on the 
action with an arcing three 
pointer and Brady Crippes 
had a rebound putback. 

F-S GIRLS 46, MATTOON 16
The Paris girl’s basketball 

is well known for getting 
out and running on the fast 
break, and the frosh/soph 
team was no different in the 
opening game of their Tour-
nament Friday at Paris High 

See F-S WINS, Page 10A

Congratulations! Congratulations!Congratulations!  

to the  7th grade
Crestwood Lady Eagles, 

25-0
Class 7-2A State Champs

Visit our                         page

Lady Tigers outlast SHG
Paris pulls come-from-behind win in double overtime in tourney then take down Danville
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

CHARLESTON — The 
Paris Lady Tigers were seri-
ously challenged for the first 
time this season an answered 
with an exciting come-from-
behind double overtime vic-
tory over Springfield Sacred  
Heart Griffin in the opening 
round of the Charleston Girls 
Holiday Tournament.

Paris Lady Tiger coach 
Dave Tingley has secretly 
hoped his undefeated squad 
would get tested this week, 
and his wish was most defi-
nitely granted Friday morn-
ing.

In the opening game of the 
27th Annual Charleston Holi-
day Tournament, the Lady Ti-
gers rallied to beat the Sacred 
Heart-Griffin Cyclones by the 

score of 61-55 in double over-
time. With the win, the Lady 
Tigers move to 13-0 on the 
season. 

That 13th win, however,  
was absolutely the toughest.

Playing for the first time 
this season without their 
senior point guard Jenna 
Gates, the Tigers looked to 
their youth to fill her absence. 
Freshman guard Trinity Tin-
gley was called upon to take 
the place of Gates — who was 
sick with the flu — and she 
filled in admirably. 

In the first half, it looked 
every bit like the Tigers 
would suffer their first loss of 
the year. Sacred Heart opened 
with a flurry of three-point 
shots. Fortunately for the Ti-
gers, the Cyclones were only 
able to hit two of them and 

Paris held a 13-12 lead at the 
first stop. 

It was apparent throughout 
the entire game that the Cy-
clones relied on quantity of 
shots rather than quantity as 
they launched 31 in the first 
half alone. At intermission, 
the trailed by the score of 24-
18. 

In the third period, the 
Lady Tigers trailed by their 
largest margin of the season 
at the six-minute mark, 32-
21. Paris was able to cut into 
the lead as Madyson Rigdon 
and Karrington Krabel each 
scored four points to cut the 
lead to 34-29. 

As the fourth quarter 
played out, it appeared that 
the Lady Tigers were going 
to come up just short in their 
bid to avoid their first loss. 

Cold-shooting from the Cy-
clones — combined with a 
defensive flurry by Krabel al-
lowed the Tigers to outscore 
Sacred Heart and force the 
overtime period.

Once the extra period com-
menced, both teams lit up the 
scoreboard as they had failed 
to do in regulation. 

Tingley scored the first 
five points of the period on 
a three-pointer and a pair of 
free throws. With Krabel foul-
ing out early in the overtime 
session, Paris was left with-
out 40 percent of its normal 
starting five. Both teams had 
a chance to win the game in 
the closing seconds of the first 
overtime frame, but neither 
could get a shot to fall.

Free throws and layups will 
win the majority of games at 

any level, but in particular at 
the high school level. That 
was never more apparent than 
in the second overtime for the 
Tigers. 

Madyson Rigdon and Tin-
gley combined to go 11-for-
13 from the charity stripe in 
the overtime periods. In fact, 
the two combined to score 18 
of the 22 points scored by the 
Tigers after regulation. 

Ridgon led the scoring for 
the Tigers with 21 points — 
19 of those coming in the sec-
ond half and overtimes. Sarah 
Isaf finished with 14 and Tin-
gley added 10. Krabel, who is 
playing on an injured ankle, 
added eight points, Kendra 
Young had four and Kelsie 
Crampton made her only 
shot for two. 

See LADY TIGERS, Page 10A

Tigers take tourney victory

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

KANSAS — The Paris Tiger boys 
took an opening round 52-29 win 
against a scrappy Martinsville Blue 
Streaks squad in the annual Tri-Coun-
ty Holiday Tournament Friday after-
noon at Kansas High School.

Coach Chase Brinley’s Tiger team 
got off to sluggish start but the Paris 
was able to right the ship before taking 
control and collecting the victory. 

Trailing in the first quarter, the Ti-
gers suddenly explosed for 20 points 
to take command in at the end of the 
first eight minuts 20-10.

Stellar defense in the second hallim-
ited the Blue Streaks to only a total of 
10 points in 16 minutes.

Brinkley felt the malaise in the open-
ing minutes was easily avoidable. 

“We didn’t get off to the best start, 
and that definitely set the tone for the 
game, even though we came back,” 
the Tiger coach noted. “You can set 
the tone for any game, and doing that 
against a team from our conference 
down the road won’t be a good situa-
tion.” 

The Blue Streaks went up 4-0 with 
some fast break baskets, and eventually 
made it 8-2 with just over five minutes 
left in the first quarter. 

JR Brinkerhoff began the comeback 
for the Tigers hitting two key baskets 
in the paint to cut the Martinsville lead 
to 10-6  — and then the Tiger offense 
woke up. 

Mason Hutchings made back to 
baskets on a rebound and a fast break 
of his own to put the Tigers up  to 15-
10. After a Conor Breneman basket, 
Hutchings got a steal and flung the ball 
to a waiting sophomore Zack Farn-
ham, who drained a three-pointer at 
the buzzer, completing a 14-0 run for 
Paris. 

The teams traded baskets in the 
paint in the opening minutes of the 
second quarter, with Martinsville 
cutting the Paris advantage to seven 
points at 24-17. Jude Sullivan then 
made back-to-back shots. Combined 
with a Tiger defense that held Martins-
ville scoreless the last three minutes of 
the half, Paris took control.  Hutchings 
knocked down a long three pointer 
with less than a minute left to put Paris 
up 31-19 at half. 

Both teams were up and down the 
floor a considerable amount during 
the game, each seemingly trying to 
ping pong the ball down the court for 
a better fast break opportunity that the 
other. 

The Tigers made a fair share of these 
fast break opportunities as though 
there were a decent amount of turn-
overs, a solid amount were made with 
good intent. 

“We were able to get out on some 
fast breaks, and we wanted to work on 
getting to the basket and getting free 
throws. We didn’t have many, and this 
is the type of game to try and do that 
and get better at it,” Brinkley said.

Garrett King opened the second half 
with two more baskets off of steals, 
while Martinsville continued to hoist 
up threes in the opening minutes of the 
third — to no avail. 

Brinkley subbed out his starters at 
the 5:40 mark in the quarter for a por-
tion of the third frame but Martinsville 
was not able to get closer. 

Farnham nailed a long three pointer 
at the top of key in waning moments of 
the third to push the lead to 17 points, 
40-23, going into the fial quarter of 
play. 

The Blue Streaks only managed 
points off splitting free throws in the 
final quarter with the exception of a 

three-pointer in the last minute. 
After Paris got more fast break bas-

kets from Sullivan, King, and Hutch-
ings, the bench played the remainder 
of the game. 

Paris was led in scoring by Garrett 
King with 13, Mason Hutchings with 
11 and Farnham and Breneman with 6  
points each. 

Hoenig led the scoring for Martins-
ville with 9 points.

The Tigers continue pool play when 
return to action at 9 a.m. at Kansas 
when they face Palestine-Hutsonville 
to open day two of the Tri-County 
Holiday Tourney. Paris will play again 
at approximately 3 p.m. when they face 
Argenta-Oreana Bombers.

Tourney play continues Monday 
beginning at 3 p.m. Watch The Prairie 
Press Facebook page for an update of 
when the Tigers will be playing Mon-
day.

Adonna Bennett/.The Prairie Press file photo

Paris Tiger junior Mason Hutchings (3) netted 11 points Friday in the first round of 
the Tri-County Holiday Tourney in Kansas. 

Paris overcomes a sluggish 
start to take 52-49 win

Tuscola
downs 
TCT 71-58
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

TUSCOLA — The 
Tri-County boys basket-
ball team fell to a tough 
Tuscola squad 71-58 Satir-
day, Dec. 21, at Tuscola 
High School.

After a grueling, tough 
loss to Salt Fork in Oak-
land Friday night, Dec. 
20, the Tri-County Titans 
hoops squad made the trek 
west on U.S. 36 to Tuscola 
Saturday afternoon to face 
an undefeated Tuscola 
Warriors team.

The first half saw the Ti-
tans come out with a fight 
staying close and taking a 
slim 29-26 lead heading 
into the locker room.

A burst of scoring by 
Jalen Quinn got the War-
riors going in the second 
half as Tuscola scored 46 
second half points while 
Tri-County couldn’t keep 
up the pace resulting in the 
third straight loss for the 
Titans.

One big difference in the 
game was at the free throw 
line as Tuscola went 15 of 
21 for 71.4 percent while 
Tri-County only got to the 
line six times making five 
shots for 83.3 percent.

Jack Armstrong led the 
way for the Titans with 16 
points while Cole McClain 
had 12 and Mitch Pollock 
added 10.  Kenzal Lloyd 
finished with eight and CJ 
Eakle had seven in the loss.

Jalen Quinn backed up 
his triple-double perfor-
mance from Friday night 
leading all scorers with 
27 points for the Warriors 
while Ben Dixon added 14 
and Grant Hardwick had 
11 in the win.

SALT FORK 44, TCT 34
OAKLAND — After 

a tough loss to Paris, the 
Tri-County Titans bas-
ketball squad was back at 
work on Friday night, Dec. 
20,  playing their second 
strong opponent of a criti-
cal three-game stretch  — 
the Salt Fork Storm in a 
non-conference contest.  

After seeing their three 
game winning streak 
snapped, Tri-County 
hoped that some home 
cooking would cure their 
ails facing a gritty Salt Fork 

See TCT BOYS, Page 10A
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   217-465-3335     
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Homemade Vegetable Beef and Chili
Pick up a Cup, Bowl or Quart!
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LADY TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

As a team, the Tigers 
knocked down 16-of-23 from 
the free-throw line which 
proved to be the difference in 
the game.

PARIS 56, DANVILLE 37
Playing their second game 

in less than two hours on Fri-
day afternoon, the Paris Lady 
Tigers took care of things 
early on against the Danville 
Lady Vikings with a 56-37 
win in the Charleston tour-
ney.

Paris enters play today with 
a 14-0 record, and a perfect 
2-0 mark in pool play with a 
56-37 win over the Vikings at 
the Charleston Holiday Tour-
nament. 

This marks the second time 
this season that the Tigers 
have defeated Danville after 
handing them a 55-30 loss at 
the North American Lighting 
Thanksgiving Tournament in 
November.

For a team to beat Danville, 
they have to shut down one 
player. That player is junior 
point guard Erin Houpt. Up 

until the Tigers faced the Vi-
kings in November, Houpt av-
eraged 30 points per game. In 
her first game on Friday, she 
poured in 40 points in a losing 
effort against the Tri-Coun-
ty Titans. In both games, the 
job of shutting down Houpt 
rested on the shoulders of 
sophomore guard Madyson 
Rigdon.  

On Friday, Rigdon and her 
teammates “held” Houpt to 
20 points. In November, Rig-
don held her to just nine.

After some poor shooting 
in the opener against Sacred 
Heart, the Tigers came out 
firing on all cylinders. At the 
opening tip-off, Sarah Isaf 
controlled the tip to Rigdon, 
who then found a streaking 
Karrington Krabel for a layup 
just three seconds in to the 
contest. Paris scored the first 
11 points of the game forcing 
Danville to use three timeouts 
in the opening six minutes of 
action.

By halftime, the Tigers held 
a 33-11 lead behind 13 points 
from Isaf. Paris shot a scorch-
ing 62 percent from two-
point range in the first half, 
and an equally impressive 45 

percentc from three-point 
range.

In the third quarter, Houpt 
heated up and poured in eight 
points to match her first half 
output. She would be held 
to just four points the rest of 
the way and could not get any 
scoring help from her team-
mates.

Isaf finished with 20 points 
in the game in just over three 
quarters of action as head 
coach Dave Tingley was 
able to give his starters some 
much-needed rest. Trini-
ty Tingley and Krabel had 
eight points apiece, Katelyn 
Littleton added six, Kelsie 
Crampton and Rigdon each 
had four, and Kendra Young 
scored one.

Paris forced Danville into 
21 turnovers in the contest 
while committing just 11 of 
their own. 

The Tigers will face anoth-
er familiar foe this morning as 
they play Tri-County at 9 am. 
Depending on the outcome, 
the Tigers will play again to-
night at either 6 or 7:30 p.m. 
Check out our Facebook page 
or the Paris Sports Network’s 
page for updated game times. 

TCT BOYS
FROM PAGE 9A

Fork team that has played 
five games with four of those 
games being low scoring af-
fairs going 2-2 in the process.

On this night, the play 
was grinding and physical 
throughout with both team 
putting up a low amount of 
points.  In the end, it was a 
slow second quarter that put 
the Titans behind the eight 
ball as their comeback at-

tempt fell short as the Storm 
made some clutch free throws 
down the stretch to hold on 
for a 44-34 win.

Salt Fork went inside to 
their two post players in the 
first quartwr as the duo of 
Payton Taylor and Kieler 
Bennett combined for 11 of 
the Storm’s 13 points.  Ben-
nett was key at the charity 
stripe going 5 of 6 as part of 
his seven points.  The Titans 
countered with a spurt from 
Cole McClain who went to 

the inside with dribble 
penetration scoring eight 
of Tri-County’s 10 points.  
Salt Fork held a slim 13-
10 lead after the opening 
stanza.

The Titan shooting went 
cold in the second despite 
getting some good looks 
at the bucket managing 
just two field goals for four 
points.  The Storm continued 
to go inside and the Titans 
dealt with some early foul 
troubles by Kenzal Lloyd 
and Jack Armstrong forcing 
Tri-County to go smaller. 
The duo of Taylor and Ben-
nett combined for 10 of Salt 
Fork’s 17 points.  The Storm 
headed into the locker room 
with a 30-14 lead.

Tri-County switched  
things up on defense going 
to a 2-3 zone and it caused 
Salt Fork some problems,  
holding the Storm to just 
one made field goal The Ti-
tans foul troubles contin-
ued racking up seven in the 
frame putting the Storm at 
the line going 4 of 7 as part 
of their six total points.  
Mitch Pollock then found 
some room going to the 
bucket scoring four of the 
Titans seven points, but 
Salt Fork still held a 36-21 
lead heading into the final 
eight minutes. 

Pollock continue to 
give the Titans some life 
penetrating inside for nine 
points helping Tri-Coun-
ty cut the deficit to single 
digits late.  However, the 
Titans managed only four 
more points outside of 
Pollock as part of their 13 
point total.  win.

The Titans were 13 of 50 
for 26 percent and 6 of 11 
from the free throw line for 
54.5 percent.  Mitch Pol-
lock led the way with 17 
points while Cole McClain 
had 10 in the loss.

Spartans get bowl win
NEW YORK (AP) — Mike 

Panasiuk ripped off his Mich-
igan State helmet and hoisted 
it in the air, unleashing the 
hidden part of his scruffy 
beard that’s normally a no-no 
at Yankee Stadium. 

Facial hair is banned for 
all Yankees, and so, for the 
Spartans, are the kind of acts 
of unsportsmanlike conduct 
that get a big guy like Panasiuk 
penalized.

The penalty was worth it for 
the burly Spartans defensive 
tackle, who rumbled 14 yards 
on an interception for his first 
career touchdown. His broth-
er, Jacub, triggered the pick 
when he swatted the ball at 
the line. It took a bounce off a 
fallen player, and into Panasi-
uk’s hands.

“Shoutout to Mike,” Mich-
igan State’s Kenny Willekes 
said. “That’s pretty damn cool 
to score a touchdown at Yan-
kee Stadium.”

Brian Lewerke took it from 
there in his final game. Lew-
erke threw for 320 yards and a 
touchdown and ran for a score 
in Michigan State’s 27-21 vic-
tory over Wake Forest on 
Friday night in the Pinstripe 
Bowl at Yankee Stadium.

“When you’re a senior and 
you play your last football 
game, you want it to be your 
best,” coach Mark Dantonio 
said.

Lewerke threw a 10-yard 
pass to wide receiver Cody 
White in the third quarter to 

put the Spartans (7-6) ahead 
27-21 and they survived 
down the stretch to give Dan-
tonio his sixth bowl victory. 

“As the game progressed we 
got more confident, we got 
stronger,” Dantonio said. “I 
think that was the difference, 
our attitude.”

Attitude, sure. But a de-
fense that gave up 250 yards 
of offense and 21 points to the 
up-tempo Demon Deacons in 
the first half pitched a shutout 
in the second and surrendered 
just 101 yards.

“Once we got used to it, I 
feel like we had the game in 
our hands,” Panasiuk said.

Panasiuk had the ball in his 
hands for an early contender 
for wildest play of the bowl 
season. 

Wake Forest’s Jamie New-
man failed to get enough lift 
on an early pass attempt that 
turned into a bit of a 4-6-3 
touchdown on the Yankee 
Stadium field. Panasiuk’s mea-
surements look a little like 
this: height, 6-foot-4; weight, 
300 pounds; unkempt beard 
length, oh, let’s say 4 to 6 inch-
es. 

 “Great play by him, a very 
alert play by him,” Dantonio 
said. 

Michigan State got the go-
ahead score and not much 
else, allowing Wake Forest (8-
5) chances to win nine games 
for just the third time in pro-
gram history.

“We felt great about our 
chances to win it,” Wake For-
est coach Dave Clawson said.

Michigan State tried to give 
away the game twice in the 
fourth, the first time on Lew-
erke’s shovel pass to tight end 
Trenton Gillison inside the 10 
that was stripped and recov-
ered by linebacker Ja’Cquez 
Williams at the 6. 

The Demon Deacons failed 
to score on the drive, and 
handed Michigan State anoth-
er chance to seal the victory. 
Again, the Spartans couldn’t 
put it away when Matt Cogh-
lin was wide left on a 28-yard 
field goal attempt with 3:03 
left. Wake Forest’s last chance 
ended on an incomplete pass 
on its own 16.

White finished with 97 
yards receiving and Elijah 
Collins had 96 yards rushing.

Dantonio said he would 
play multiple QBs to give the 
program a better feel for what 
it had on the depth chart to 
work with next season. But 
Michigan State stuck with 
Lewerke, in his fifth-year and 
making his 38th career start, 
and he responded in the 
clutch when he connected 
with White and was named 
the bowl MVP.

Newman did all his damage 
for the Demon Deacons in 
the first half, throwing three 
touchdown passes for a 21-20 
halftime lead. 

Newman, the MVP of last 
season’s Birmingham Bowl, 
hit Kendall Hinton with a 
29-yard scoring strike on 
Wake Forest’s opening drive 
and wide receiver Donavon 
Greene made a sensational 
one-handed scoring catch ear-
ly in the second quarter for a 
14-10 lead.

Newman connected with 
Jack Fruedenthal on a 44-yard 
play that again gave Wake For-
est the lead, 21-17. 

Lewerke had an 8-yard TD 
run and Coghlin kicked 23- 
and 44-yard field goals for the 
Spartans in the first half.

THE TAKEAWAY 
Wake Forest: Snapped a 

three-season bowl winning 
streak. The Demon Deacons 
have had one of their most 
successful eras under Claw-
son and he credited a stout se-
nior class for leading the way.

“I think the telltale sign 
of our program is we’re not 
happy,” he said. “We’re dis-
appointed we didn’t get dou-
ble-digit wins, that we didn’t 
win our fourth bowl game 
in a (row). I think we’re past 
the point of just being happy 
to get to a bowl. I think these 
guys have changed the culture 
and expectation level of our 
program.”

Michigan State: Michigan 
State finished the decade 92-
40, a successful standard even 
as the program eked out 7-6 
records in two straight sea-
sons.
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OFF ENTIRE
LEAFFILTER

®

PURCHASE**0% %15
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  Li-
cense# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  License# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  

License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  
License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# 

HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230  Registration# 366920918 Registra-
tion# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  

Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H *Contact us for additonal details

Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Happy 
New Year 

to all the businesses and organiza-

tions for supporting the VFW in our 

goal to raise funds for charitable 

causes from VFW Post 3601 in 

Paris. Remember to support your 

local veterans organization who 

made the sacrific for your freedom!

Thanks you again,
Steve Spencer, Commander

Happy
Birthday

Bob Curl

6060th

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES SOLD AT INVOICE PRICE OR BELOW 

EVERYDAY!

INC.

SALES-SERVICE & BODY SHOP

765-832-3564
FORD CORNER SINCE 1908

335 So. 3rd St. (at Elm) • jacksoncars.com

CLINTON

Thanks for brightening our year 
with your visits. We feel fortunate 
to have the support of customers 
and friends like you, and we look 
forward to 
seeing
you again in 
the coming 
year! 

Hope yourHope your

New YearNew Year  
Shines!Shines!

Ohio State’s Young could give Clemson big problems
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) 

— Jackson Carman had a few 
good options when deciding 
where to play college football, 
including Ohio State.

Unlike many highly rated 
recruits from Ohio, the offen-
sive lineman decided to leave 
the Buckeye State.

Now Carman’s the starting 
left tackle for Clemson and 
will have arguably the tough-
est assignment on the field 
on Saturday in the College 
Football Playoff semifinals. 
The 6-foot-5, 345-pound 
sophomore has to block 
Ohio State’s Chase Young, a 
Heisman finalist who has 16 
1/2 sacks this season.

Clemson coach Dabo 
Swinney called the matchup 
“must-see TV” on Thursday 
at Fiesta Bowl media day.

“Our strength is our offen-
sive line; their strength is their 
defensive line,” Swinney said. 
“And everybody gets kind of 
enamored with the quarter-
backs and the wideouts and 
those defensive backs and 
all that stuff and these great 
backs, but that will be quite a 
battle right there to watch all 
night long.”

Carman is from Fairfield, 
Ohio, just outside Cincinna-
ti. He was recruited by Ohio 
State and met Young a few 
times, though they never be-
came close. The biggest rea-
son is obvious: Carman felt 
more at home with the Tigers, 
and it’s hard to argue he made 
a bad decision.

Clemson has won 28 
straight games since he ar-
rived on campus and he’s 
been a big part of its success. 
He moved into a starting role 
at left tackle this season.

Quarterback Trevor Law-
rence said he has complete 
trust in Carman’s ability 
to block one of the college 
game’s elite players.

“Me and Jackson have been 
really close since we got here,” 
Lawrence said. “We came in 
together. Along with every-
one up front, I really trust 
him. This offseason, fall camp, 
how we’ve jelled and ironed 
out the rough things. I feel 
like we’re playing our best 
right now and especially Jack-
son, he’s going a really good 
job.”

Carman said he’s not sur-
prised his college career will 
intersect with the Buckeyes.

“I definitely thought it was 
a possibility,” Carman said. 
“They’re both really good 
programs and title contenders 
every year.”

The 6-foot-5, 265-pound 
Young is expected to be one 
of the top picks in the NFL 
draft in April. He’s had some 
huge games over the two 
months, including four sacks 
against Wisconsin and three 
more against Penn State.

“Every week he’s doing 
something crazy — having 
four sacks or something like 
that,” Carman said. 

He added: “Usually people 
who are athletic specimens 
like him aren’t necessarily the 
most refined with their tech-
nique because they can rely 
on being better than everyone 
else physically. But he’s really 
done a great job with his tech-
nique and his coaching.”

Young wasn’t quite as pro-
ductive in his past two games 
against Michigan and in the 
Big Ten championship game 
against Wisconsin. But that’s 
because the Wolverines and 
Badgers often used dou-
ble-teams — or sometimes 
even triple-teams — to try 

and limit his impact.
Young said he’s fine with 

that, especially because it left 
other Buckeyes free to make 
plays and they still won both 
games.

As for Carman, Young 
called him a “good young 
player” but said he was more 
worried about the entire 
Clemson offense than an in-
dividual lineman.

“They’re all pretty good, 
man,” Young said. “They’re all 
guys who can go. So it’s our 
job to just do our job and do 
it the best we can.”

URBAN’S TAKE:
THE FIRST SEVEN MINUTES

Former Ohio State coach 
Urban Meyer was in Scotts-
dale on Thursday and said he’s 
extremely impressed with the 
job current Buckeyes coach 
Ryan Day has done in his first 
season.

That said, he isn’t surprised.
“You knew after one year 

with him, he was elite,” Meyer 
said. 

Day joined Meyer’s staff 
in 2017 as the co-offensive 
coordinator and was promot-
ed to head coach after Mey-
er stepped down following 
last year’s Rose Bowl. The 
40-year-old Day still hasn’t 

lost.
But Meyer said Clemson 

presents a bigger challenge for 
undefeated Ohio State than 
anything it’s seen this sea-
son. He added the same goes 
for the Tigers, who mostly 
cruised through their ACC 
schedule.

Now he believes both 
teams will finally be engaged 
in a fair fight.

“I know what Ryan Day’s 
worried about — the first 
seven minutes of the game,” 
Meyer said. “Let everybody 
settle down, get their feet in 
the ground. The environment 
is going to be incredible. Just 
calm down and let them play.”

Meyer said he’s been in-
volved in similar games and 
there’s no way to simulate 
facing a team as talented as 
Clemson.

“It takes your breath away 
for the first several minutes of 
that game — it’s going to be 
so fast,” Meyer said. “It’s going 
to be intriguing to see.”

FIELDS UPDATE
Ohio State quarterback 

Justin Fields was not giving 
any more updates on his knee 
heading into the semifinal 
against Clemson. On Tues-
day, Fields had said he was 

Special to The Prairie Press

This Sept. 7, 2019, file photo shows Clemson quarterback Trevor Lawrence dropping back to pass 
with blocking help from Jackson Carman (79) during the second half of an NCAA college football 
game in Clemson, S.C. Carman is one of the few recent five-star recruits from Ohio who didn’t end 
up at Ohio State. Now the two schools meet in the CFP semifinals, where Carman will be matched 
up against Ohio State’s star defensive lineman Chase Young.

abut 80 to 85 percent.
There were a few follow-up 

questions on Thursday, but 
the sophomore politely shut 
those down. He did say, 
somewhat tentatively, that he 
planned to wear a brace on his 
left knee in Saturday’s game.

DABO IN THE DESERT
Clemson coach Dabo 

Swinney’s had some good 
moments in the desert, in-
cluding a 2016 win over Ohio 
State in the CFP semifinals. 

He’s also had some bad 
ones, like losing to Alabama 

in the CFP title game the year 
before.

But he’s maintained his 
love for Arizona despite the 
up-and-downs since it’s so 
different from where he grew 
up in Alabama.

“Every time I get on the 
bus you see the mountains, 
see the cactus,” Swinney said. 
“There’s not many cactus in 
Alabama. I used to watch 
Westerns with my dad all the 
time growing up and that’s 
what it reminds me of. It feels 
like you’re in cowboy land or 
something. It’s pretty cool.”

Illini face Cal in bowl 3 p.m. Monday
SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. 

— Justin Wilcox is a defen-
sive-minded football coach. So 
when the third-year California 
head coach got to spend sever-
al hours with Lovie Smith two 
weeks ago during a Redbox 
Bowl press tour of this city, 
Wilcox picked the brain of the 
longtime NFL coach known as 
a defensive savant.

“I’m a football fan, like a lot 
of you,” Wilcox said on Friday. 
“I remember when I was com-
ing up at Boise State as a young 
coach, I used to study them all 
the time. He’s just got a super 
reputation. He’s just an excel-
lent coach. We had a media 
event two weeks ago or so and 
I got to spend part of the day 
with him. I probably bothered 
him I was asking so many ques-
tions, but it was really cool for 
me to be able to sit there and 
talk with him.”

Smith was flattered by 
Wilcox’s praise. But he simi-

larly looked up to his defen-
sive-minded predecessors.

“I think that’s how it’s sup-
posed to work a little bit,” 
Smith said. “I’m an older coach 
now, but there were a lot of 
coaches before me that were 
older than me that I watched 
and learned an awful lot from. 
That means an awful lot. The 
game has meant so much to 
me and given me so much. So 
if there’s something I can pass 
on that some of the younger 
coaches have gotten from how 
we play defense or how I coach 
in general, that’s all a good 
thing. I just know what he’s 
done. He’s younger than me, 
but he’s built a reputation quick 
for outstanding, just good, 
sound fundamental defensive 
football. All of his teams have 
played that way. That’s why it’s 
no surprise what he’s doing 
here at Cal. We expected it.”

Wilcox — who served as 
defensive coordinator at Boise 

State, Tennessee, Washington, 
USC and Wisconsin before 
earning the Cal head coaching 
job — has significantly im-
proved the Golden Bears de-
fense. Prior to Wilcox’s arrival, 
Cal finished 125th among 128 

FBS teams in 2016 in scor-
ing defense (42.6 points per 
game). 

The last three years, Cal has 
finished 73rd (29.2 points), 
17th (20.2 points) and 34th in 
scoring defense (22.9 points).
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BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. Single supplement 
and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions see www.
ymtvacations.com/setsailoffers. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII  
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Enjoy a cruise & tour between Seattle and 
Alaska including 7 nights aboard Holland 
America Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights 
on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with 
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, 
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in 
Ketchikan, historic Skagway, and magnificent 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep into 
Denali National Park, tour Anchorage, and 
see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully guided 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on Kauai, 
Maui, and the “Big Island” of Hawaii, and in 
Waikiki on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor 
experience where you will see the USS 
Arizona Memorial. Visit historic Lahaina, 
enjoy a boat cruise on the Wailua River, and 
authentic Hawaiian entertainment and food at 
our Farewell Feast. Guided throughout by our 
friendly Tour Directors—your local experts. 
Price includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FROM
$1,749

$1,499*

FROM
$2,249

$1,999*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

January 2020 
This Month’s Guide for Staying Healthy 

Appointment Numbers 
Dr. Ash, Dr. Karagiorogos, 
Sherri Morrison, PA & Katie 
Wilson, FNP: 217-366-2670 

Dr. Namburi: 812-242-3225       

Tyler Beers: 217-465-8411 Dr. Nasser: 812-232-8164 

Dr. Davison: 217-383-3100 Dr. Patel: 217-465-2606 
x4690 

Dr. Deranian: 217-233-3101 Dr. Shatagopam: 
812-242-3175 

Bradley Grissom, APN: 
217-554-1700 

Dr. Tazudeen: 217-431-8400 

Dr. Huh: 812-232-1418 Dr. Wiarda: 217-258-5900 

Dr. Jeevan: 812-232-8716 Dr. Yang: 217-466-4661 

Dr. Main: 217-383-3190  
Pain Management Clinic: 217-466-4226 

Employed Providers 
Cardiology 
Donna Kerns, FNP 
Dermatology  
Angela Hamilton, FNP 
Joy Williams, FNP 
Endocrinology 
Dr. Rico 
Karen Smith, FNP 
EZ Care  
Josh Childress, FNP 
Jacqueline Coffman, PA 
Carrie Cunningham, FNP 
Jolena Martin, PA 
Kacey McGuire, FNP 
Michelle Miller, FNP 

Mallory Simonton, FNP 
Tabitha Wood, FNP 
Matt Woodruff, PA 
Family Practice  
Casey Anderson, FNP 
  (Oakland) 
Dr. Bajaj (Oakland) 
Dr. Fore 
Kristina Gabbard, FNP    
  (Chrisman) 
Debbie Griffin, FNP 
Danielle Ireland, FNP    
  (Chrisman) 
Dr. Kumar 

Charlene Moore, FNP 
Kayla Ogle, FNP 
Dr. Sheikh 
Samantha Volstorf, FNP 
General Surgery 
Dr. Cozacov 
Dr. Li 
Gynecology 
Susan Arp, FNP 
Dr. Horvat 
Dr. Menchaca 
 

Hospitalist 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Jennifer Likens, FNP 

Tiffany Turner, FNP 
NAL Health Clinic 
Paige Wampler, FNP 
Nursing Home Care 
Ann Bogue, FNP 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Amanda Talamantes, FNP 
Occupational Health  
Sara Spesard, FNP 
Crystal White, FNP 
Orthopedics  
Angela Hamilton, FNP 
W. Andrew Hodge, MD 

Ronald Wheeler, MD 
Pain Management 
Adam Schneider, 
CRNA 
Lee Webber, CRNA 
Podiatry/ 
Wound Care 
Dr. Holloway 
Urogynecology  
Dr. Menchaca 

217-463-1946 

Visiting Specialists 
Cardiology 
  

Bradley Grissom, APN (Mon)—13 
Dr. Namburi (Fri)—3, 10, 17 
Dr. Nasser (Thurs)—9, 16, 23, 30 
Dr. Shatagopam (Thurs)—16 
Dr. Wiarda (Wed)—15 

Nephrology Dr. Jeevan (Tues/ Thurs/ Fri)—7, 
9, 17, 23 

Neurology Dr. Tazudeen (Tues)—7, 14, 21, 28 
Oncology Dr. Huh (Thurs)—9 

Dr. Patel (Thurs)—2, 9, 16, 23 
Ophthalmology (Eye) Dr. Deranian—Clinic 27 
Pulmonology, Adult Dr. Main (Wed)—8, 22 
Pulmonology, Pediatric Dr. Davison (Fri)—3 
Urology Dr. Yang (Tues)—7, 14, 21, 28 
Vascular Surgery Dr. Ash (Tues)—21 

Gastroenterology Tyler Beers (Tues)—13, 27 

Special Events & Groups 
Stay Strong, Live Long Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 10am 

(Sutton Senior Care) 

Parkinson’s Support Group Jan. 15 @ 2pm (Senior Care) 

Caregiver Support Group Jan. 15 @ 3pm (A) 

Health Screenings Jan. 17 @ 7-9am (Paris Clinic) 

National CRNA Week Jan. 19-25 

Bariatric Support Group Jan. 20 @ 6pm (A) 
Cancer Support Group Jan. 28 @ 10am (A) 

*Parenthesis indicate conference room/location. 

Free Weight Loss Seminar Jan. 14 @ 5:15pm (Paris Clinic) 

721 East Court Street, Paris • 217-465-4141  • MyHorizonHealth.org 

CLOSURES: Wednesday, Jan. 1—Clinics closed. EZ Cares open 9 am to 7 pm. 

Simone Biles soars to top of 2019 athletes
BY WILL GRAVES
 AP Sports Writer

They’re called “Simone 
Things,” a catchall phrase for 
the casual ease with which 
Simone Biles seems to soar 
through her sport and her life.

The irony, of course, is that 
there’s nothing casual or easy 

about it. Any of it. The greatest 
gymnast of all time and 2019 
Associated Press Female Ath-
lete of the Year only makes it 
seem that way.

Those jaw-dropping rou-
tines that are rewriting her 
sport’s code of points and rede-
fining what can be done on the 

competition floor? Born from 
a mix of natural talent, hard 
work and a splash of ego.

The 25 world champion-
ship medals, the most by any 
gymnast ever? The result of a 
promise the 22-year-old made 
to herself when she returned to 
competition in 2017 after tak-

ing time off following her gold-
en run at the 2016 Olympics.

The stoicism and grace she 
has shown in becoming an ad-
vocate for survivors — herself 
included — and an agent for 
change in the wake of the Lar-
ry Nassar sexual abuse scandal 
that’s shaken USA Gymnastics 

to its core? The byproduct of a 
conscious decision to embrace 
the immense clout she carries.

“I realize now with the plat-
form I have it will be powerful 
if I speak up and speak for what 
I believe in,” Biles told The As-
sociated Press. “It’s an honor 
to speak for those that are less 
fortunate. So if I can be a voice 
for them in a positive manner, 
then of course I’m going to do 
whatever I can.”

And it’s that mission — com-
bined with her otherworldly 
skill and boundless charisma 
— that’s enabled Biles to keep 
gymnastics in the spotlight, a 
rarity for a sport that typically 
retreats into the background 
once the Olympic flame goes 
out. She is the first gymnast to 
be named AP Female Athlete 
of the Year twice and the first 
to do it in a non-Olympic year.

Biles edged U.S. women’s 
soccer star Megan Rapinoe in a 
vote by AP member sports edi-
tors and AP beat writers. Skiing 
star Mikaela Schiffrin placed 
third, with WNBA MVP Ele-
na Delle Donne fourth. Biles 
captured the award in 2016 
following a showstopping per-
formance at the Rio de Janeiro 
Olympics, where she won five 
medals in all, four of them gold. 
She spent most of the follow-
ing 12 months taking a break 
before returning to the gym 
in the fall of 2017, saying she 
owed it to herself to mine the 
depth of her talent.

Check social media follow-
ing one of her routines and 
you’ll find people -- from LeB-
ron James  to Michelle Obama 
to Chrissy Teigen -- struggling 
to distill what they’ve wit-
nessed into 280 characters 
or fewer, with whatever they 
settle on typically followed by 
multiple exclamation points 
and a goat emoji, a nod to Biles 
being considered the Greatest 
Of All Time.

Her triple-twisting dou-
ble-flip (the “triple double”) 
at the end of her first tumbling 
pass on floor exercise is a won-
drous blur. Her double-twist-
ing double-flip beam dismount 
(the “double double”) is so 
tough the International Gym-

nastics Federation made the 
unusual decision to downplay 
its value  in an effort to deter 
other gymnasts from even try-
ing it.

This is both the blessing and 
the curse of making the nearly 
impossible look tantalizingly 
attainable. When Biles learned 
about the FIG’s decision, she 
vented on Twitter, her palpa-
ble frustration highlighting the 
realness she’s maintained even 
as her first name has become 
synonymous with her sport’s 
royalty.

It can lead to a bit of a bal-
ancing act. In some ways, she’s 
still the kid from Texas who 
just wants to hang out with her 
boyfriend and her dog and go 
to the grocery story without 
being bothered. In other ways, 
she’s trying to be respectful of 
the world she’s built.

Take the GOAT thing. It’s 
a title she embraces — Biles 
wore a goat-themed leotard 
during training at the nation-
al championships in August 
— but also takes with a grain 
of salt, determined to stay 
grounded even as the hype 
around her grows. Yes, GOAT 
happens to be the acronym 
for her planned post-Olympic 
“Gold Over America Tour,” 
but ask her where the inspira-
tion came from and she laughs 
and gives credit to a friend, 
Kevin, who came up with it in 
a group chat. It is both paying 
tribute to and winking at her 
status at the same time.

Biles has become well aware 
over the last three years that 
her every word and action car-
ries far greater weight than she 
ever imagined. Her most im-
pactful moment of 2019 might 
not have come during a meet 
but sitting for an interview on 
the eve of winning her record 
sixth national  title, when she 
fought back tears while talking 
about how USA Gymnastics, 
the U.S. Olympic and Paralym-
pic Committee and the FBI 
failed to protect athletes during 
an investigation into Nassar’s 
abusive behavior.

The moment went viral, as 
most things surrounding her 
tend to do these days.
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MEALS MADE WITH DELICIOUS CHRISTMAS DISHES

Special to the Prairie Press

A spiral ham is often the centerpiece of a Christmas dinner — and there always seems to be ham left over. There’s no reason 
to fill up on just ham sandwiches when there are a plethora of great soup, pasta and casserole recipes to avoid wasting the 
delicious pork. 

Leftover ham lives again
When my siblings and I were growing 

up on Elm Street, there were not mul-
tiple present openings — at least that I 
can recall.

I remember 
Grandma and Grandpa 
Dennison coming for 
dinner on Christmas 
Eve — I think. Mom 
had a chest of silver-
ware that we only used 
for that occasion. On 
Christmas morning, 
our paternal grand-
mother, Katherine 
“Katie” Roberts, was at 
our home bright and early to open pres-
ents. Breakfast was a hurried cinnamon 
roll or Christmas cookies. 

Our Christmas lunch was at Grand-
ma Roberts home on Maple Avenue. 
Grandma always had a holiday ham, 
carefully scored and accented with 
pineapple slices and cherries. There was 
a thick brown sugar glaze on the ham, 
and it was delightful.

Like the Thanksgiving turkey, 
there comes a time when everyone 
sighs when the several pounds of still 
uneaten ham is pulled from the post 
holiday refrigerator for another meal. 
Leftover holiday ham doesn’t mean 
one is doomed to days of ho-hum ham 
sandwiches. From soups to casseroles to 
breakfast meals, there are a host of cre-
ative recipes that make reusing leftovers 
exciting — and delicious.

I have to admit about the only thing I 
love about winter anymore is the soup 
I’m able to enjoy. 

One of my favorites is Croque Mon-
sieur Soup, a decadent makeover of the 
classic French bistro sandwich. Croque 
Monsieur roughly translates to “Mister 
Crispy,” a traditional French ham and 
cheese sandwich with toasted bread, 
covered with a béchamel sauce and 
more cheese, baked or fried. The long, 
slow cooking of the onions gives this 
soup its rich caramelized-onion flavor 

NANCY
ZEMAN
EATING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

There are only a few days 
remaining in 2019, but it is 
not something we can feel. 
The calendar start on Jan. 1 is 
artificial. However it has only 
been a week since the Winter 
Solstice and most people 
who’ve experienced several 
solar cycles can actually feel 
the changing day length and 
angle of the sun already.

 Chronobiology is the field 
of biology that examines 
periodic changes in living or-
ganisms and their adaptation 
to solar and lunar rhythms. 
These cycles are known as 
biological rhythms or the cir-
cadian processes. We have an 
internal biological clock that 
controls physical, mental and 
behavioral cycles following 
roughly a 24-hour cycle. It is 
referred to as our circadian 
rhythm 

Often in science the 
significance of basic research 
is not recognized for de-
cades. Thus it was with the 
biological chemistry clock. 
The seminal work was done 
in 1971 through research on 
the wake/sleep cycles of fruit 
flies that had intentionally 
damaged genes. Through the 
70s the paper was only cited 
nine times but by the late 90s 
it started getting recognition 
as genetic sequencing began. 
Finally in 2017 Jeffrey C. Hall, 
Michael Rosbash and Michael 

W. Young were awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Medicine for 
their discovery of the mo-
lecular basis of the circadian 
rhythm.

It’s an elegant solution. Ev-
ery cell in the body produces 
the key protein that builds up 
in the cytoplasm of the cell. 
The concentration increases 
for about 12 hours until it 
reaches a tipping point and 
begins to permeate into the 
nucleus where it disrupts the 
messenger RNA and stops 
production of the protein. 
For the next 12 hours the 
concentration decreases as 
the protein molecules break 
apart. When the concentra-
tion is low enough the nucle-
us again starts producing the 
clock protein. 

We can think of it as an 
hourglass timer. For 12 hours 
the sand builds up in the glass 
until full and then it’s flipped 
and runs back out for the 
next 12 hours. The protein 
concentration affects all the 
chemistry inside the cell and 
different cell tissues make 
different chemicals. 

The cycle controls our 
body rhythms. As we sleep 
the chemical wears down so 
by morning the production 
starts over and triggers our 
body temperature cortisol lev-
els to increase. They prepare 
us so that just before we wake 

the body is ready to become 
active. As the day goes on and 
the protein concentration 

builds up the 
cortisol levels 
and other 
action chem-
icals start to 
dwindle.  By 
evening the 
body begins 
lowering our 
core tempera-
ture a degree 
and increases 
production 

of melatonin to preparing for 
sleep when the cycle then 
begins anew.

Daily fluctuations explain 
our physiologic behaviors. 
Heart attacks are twice as like-
ly in the early morning as at 
other times when the cortisol 
begins surging inside us. 
Births peak in the morning. 
Disruptions of the rhythm 
may cause preterm births, so 
expectant mothers should try 
to keep their sleep and day/
night cycles constant. Disrup-
tions also cause mental stress.

Every cell produces the 
protein but with billions of 
cells somehow the body has 
to keep them synchronized. 
There is a master control-
ler of nerve cells called the 
suprachiasmatic nuclei 
(SCN) located in the brain’s 
hypothalamus. The hypothal-

amus, which produces the 
hormones governing body 
temperature, hunger and 
sex drive among others, has 
10,000 neurons on the left 
and 10,00 on the right sitting 
just above the optic nerve. 

Sensitive to the sun’s 
position these neurons send 
out a signal to keep every cell 
synchronized. The circadian 
cycle tends to run just over 24 
hours but with sunrise/sun-
set the SCN resets the body 
clock every day to match 
the solar cycle. Our bodies 
evolved to adjust to the 
minute or two change in day 
length we experience daily, 
but jetting over several time 
zones moves sunrise/sunset 
by several hours. The disrup-
tion of the body rhythm has 
us producing melatonin when 
we are trying to be up and 
going. We are off balance and 
disoriented for a couple days. 
Daylight savings is artificial 
and most of us never fully 
adjust to the shifted day.

Plants have a daytime 
photosynthesis cycle when 
they produce sugar and a 
nighttime chemistry when 
they consolidate sugars into 
starches. Our body is similar 
in that we are adapted to eat 
all our meals in a 10-hour 
period, and then starve for 
14 hours. During the starving 
period we finish digestion, do 

cell housecleaning and repair 
damage. The body adjusts in-
sulin levels expecting a surge 
in food intake restricted to a 
10-hour window. Eating out 
of cycle, we upset the balance 
and this contributes to an 
increase in Type II diabetes. 
If the New Year’s Resolution 
is to lose weight, then don’t 
snack before bed. The body is 
not chemically ready to deal 
with it and stores it as fat. 

An emerging field of 
medicine called chrono-phar-
macology is the study of how 
drugs react with the bio-
rhythms of the body. Some 
chemicals like aspirin are 
more effective in the morning 
while others, like chemother-
apy, usually work better when 
the body’s in sleep mode. 

Long periods of sleep 
deprivation disrupt the circa-
dian rhythm and can lead to 
psychological disorders such 
as schizophrenia, bipolar dis-
order, depression and anxiety. 
Dementia patients with their 
chemical clock similarly dis-
torted add to their confusion. 
The same issue is the basis 
of seasonal affective disorder 
in winter. They are all helped 
with strong lighting or a trip 
south.

The circadian clock evolved 
more than 3 billion years ago 
in cyanobacteria (blue-green 
algae). The same chemical cy-

cle controls hibernation and 
migration. Monarchs time 
their migration and find their 
direction using SCN neurons 
in their antennae. This clock 
influences alertness, hunger, 
metabolism, fertility, mood 
and other physiological con-
ditions. People whose cycle 
runs short are considered a 
morning person but those 
whose cycle runs long are 
night owls.

As teenagers experience 
an abundance of hormone 
changes it shifts their rhythm 
toward night which conflicts 
with school schedules. Ger-
many is experimenting with 
allowing teens to self-select 
an early or late school-day 
start. It is still too early to 
compare learning outcomes 
but they’ve shown improved 
satisfaction with the schedule.

We all can keep time with 
biology. It’s the first thing 
we’re able to do. We measure 
the length of the day, as the 
sun’s path returns this way 
causing our mood to be 
improving too.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

What our ticking biological clock really sounds like

FIRST
LAST
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

CROQUE MONSIEUR SOUP

Ingredients
1/2 cup butter 
2 large sweet onions, cut in half and thickly 

sliced (4 cups)
2 teaspoons finely chopped garlic 
1/4 cup all-purpose flour 
3 cups unsalted chicken broth (from 32-oz 

carton) 
1 package (8 oz) cream cheese, cut in 

cubes 
2 cups half-and-half 
2 1/2 cups shredded Swiss cheese or 

Gruyère cheese (10 oz) 
2 cups chopped cooked ham (about 10 oz) 
3 teaspoons Dijon mustard 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
8 slices (1-inch thick) French bread 
Cornichons, if desired 

In 5-quart Dutch oven, melt butter over 
medium-high heat until sizzling. Cook 
onions in butter 13 to 15 minutes, stirring 
frequently, until onions are light golden 
brown. Stir in garlic; cook 30 seconds. 
Sprinkle flour on onion mixture; cook and 
stir constantly 1 minute. Slowly stir in 
chicken broth. Heat to boiling; reduce heat 
to low. Cook uncovered 10 minutes, stirring 
occasionally. 

Stir in cream cheese; stirring constantly 
with whisk until smooth. Stir in half-and-
half until blended. Slowly add 2 cups of 
the cheese, 1/2 cup at a time, stirring 
constantly until cheese is melted. Stir in 
ham, 2 teaspoons of the Dijon mustard 
and the salt; cook 3 to 5 minutes or until 
heated through.

Meanwhile, set oven control to broil. 
Place French bread slices on ungreased 
cookie sheet. Spread remaining 1 teaspoon 
Dijon mustard evenly on cut sides of bread. 
Sprinkle evenly with remaining 1/2 cup 
cheese. Broil with tops 5 inches from heat 1 
to 2 minutes or just until cheese is melted 
and golden brown. Watch carefully so 
cheese does not burn. 

Serve soup topped with bread slices 
and cornichons. 

and color. 
It’s not difficult to make and to light-

en up if. The recipe I’m sharing calls for 
two  cups of half-and-half. Half-and-half 
is a blend of equal parts whole milk and 
light cream, and it has a 10 to 12 percent 
fat content. While it can’t be whipped, it 
adds richness without being as heavy as 
cream on its own. 

One can make half-and-half by com-
bining 1½ cups skim or low-fat milk 
with 2/3 cup heavy cream. One cup of 
evaporated milk may also be substituted 
for each cup of half-and-half cream.

My one suggestion for this soup — 
don’t skip the French bread and Gryere 

cheese. 
Who doesn’t love a good quiche on 

a lazy Sunday after the holidays or New 
Years Day? 

This recipe proves Hawaiian pizza’s 
not the only place where ham, pineap-
ple and cheese play well together. It’s 
salty, sweet and cheesy filling is baked 
inside a flaky buttery crust. It’s a perfect-
ly indulgent brunch that’s sure to keep 
the festive feelings going.

I will admit, however, I rarely use 
Bisquick or similar mixes. I prefer a re-
frigerated or frozen pie crust that I keep 
in the freezer and pull out when I need 

See ZEMAN, Page 9B

River rats are a unique 
type of people. They grow 
up close to the riverbank 

where 
hunting, 
fishing 
and 
trapping 
become 
imbedded 
in their 
genetic 
material. 
Learning 
to swim 
comes 

natural by age two. They 
become ordained as 
masterful boat handlers 
by age 10. Understanding 
the river’s moods, rising 
water levels, dangerous 
whorls and eddies and the 
wide variety of associated 
aquatic animal life is part 
of their education.

Boog grew up along the 
Wabash. In his 50s now, 
he hasn’t lived as a river 
rat since high school days. 
A stint in the Army was 
followed by beginning a 
career in broadcasting, 
then came marriage and 
settling into city life, 
but once a river rat, the 
culture never disappears.  
He continues to visit 
old friends who dwell in 
the Wabash backwater 
country.

Not long ago ol’ Boog 
visited one of these 
friends, an old timer with 
a severe illness living 
on limited time. On his 
return trip, while driving 
through some swampy 
terrain, Boog saw the larg-
est snapping turtle he’d 
ever seen in his life cross-
ing the road at a cautious 
speed. If the turtle wasn’t 
three feet in width, it was 
darned close to it – a rare 
whopper.

Well, wouldn’t you 
know, Boog stopped his 
wife’s new car, grabbed 
a stick of driftwood, and 
carefully approached this 
mammoth turtle, which 
partially retreated into its 
shell, but also hissed and 
warned that it was ready 
to defend itself.  

Powerful jaws and thick 
claws on muscular feet 
presented a dangerous 
adversary.  But Boog had 
handled large turtles as a 
kid. The old river rat hunt-
ing instincts returned. He 
was wary and cautious, 
but completely unafraid.  
Within three minutes, he 

Life 
with a 
river rat  

See CODGER, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

In the past, horticulture 
specialists recommended 
clearing the annual and 
perennial 
gardens of 
all debris 
in late fall 
after the 
first freeze 
when ev-
erything 
above 
ground 
was dead.

No 
longer. 
Now we better understand 
the importance of leaving 
that debris for overwinter-
ing beneficial insects. Of 
course, problem insects 
also utilize the same 
protection, but maintain-
ing a balance between the 
good and bad is a realistic 
approach.

Last year I read an 
article by Kelly Allsup, 
Extension Educator, who 
listed some beneficial in-
sects and how they spend 
the winter in our gardens.

Ladybugs, those effi-
cient aphid killers, spend 
the winter as adults under 
branches, in logs, and 
nestled in the thick protec-
tive cover of ornamental 
grasses. A single ladybug 
can eat as many as 5,000 
aphids during its life, so 
they are definitely one of 
the good guys.

Green lacewings are 
most noticeable as adults; 
however, they do their 
best work as larvae (a.k.a. 
aphid lions) eating up 
to 40-60 aphids per day. 
Grabbing an aphid, they 
inject a paralyzing venom, 
suck out the juices, then 
throw the carcass on the 
ground. They spend the 
winter as pupae attached 
to stems and leaves.

I know some people 
have an aversion to spi-
ders, but they play an im-
portant role in our garden 
ecosystem. Many spiders 
overwinter as egg cases, 
but jumping spiders, wolf 
spiders and some crab 
spiders survive the winter 
as adults or juveniles in 
rotting logs, leaf debris 
and bricks.

Leafcutter bees and ma-
son bees along with other 
native bees overwinter as 
young larvae in the pith of 
stems or holes in stumps 
and logs. Carpenter bees 
spend the winter as adults, 
the queen finding a crevice 
somewhere in the garden. 

A little 
mess can 
be good

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER 
GARDENER

See PHIPPS, Page 2B
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TOPS #IL 1563 met 
Thursday, Dec. 19.

Club members recog-
nized were: Tammy Hess, 
TOPS weekly best loser; 
Sue Bennett, KOPS best 
loser; and Shelly Goodwin, 
the quarterly best loser.

The program was a 
group discussion, and the 
group will not meet Christ-
mas week.    

TOPS #IL 1563 meets 
every Thursday at the 
Highland Manor Commu-
nity Room, with weigh-ins 
beginning at 8 a.m. and the 
meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
Visitors and new members 
are always welcome and 
more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met 
Tuesday, Dec. 24, with 
eight members weighing 
in and eight attending the 
meeting. 

Club members honored 
were: Ella Stewart, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Carmen 
Minge, KOPS drawing 
winner and top exerciser; 
and Sharon Phillips was the 
top walker. 

The topic for Patty Fel-
genhauer’s program was 
“Abuse and Obesity.”

TOPS #IL 2318 meets 
every Tuesday in the base-
ment of the Presbyterian 
Church. Weigh in is 5:45-
6:50 p.m. The meeting starts 
at 7 p.m. More information 
is available by calling 217-
808-0078 or 217-822-6300.

TOPS meet CRESTWOOD DONATES TO ALTRUSA

Special to The Prairie Press

Crestwood School makes a donation supporting the Paris International Altrusa Club reading trail-
er. The funds were earned from a Penny War during Red Ribbon Week at school. Pictured left to 
right are Crestwood Superintendent Danette Young, school counselor Chrissy Carrell and Altrusa 
members Marty Williams and Mary Patrick.

ELKS DONATE TO AMERICAN LEGION

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Elks Club recently made a donation to the American Legion Auxiliary to help with shut-
in veterans. Left to right Elks member Chad Stevens, auxiliary members Becky Morris, Jennifer 
Osborne and Diane Boyer and Elks member Jason Driver.

HORIZON HEALTH GIVES BACK

Special to The Prairie Press

Stephanie Moody, left, Mayo Middle School Booster Club president, accepts a check from Erin 
Frank, marketing manager at Horizon Health. The money came from discounted sports physicals 
during the summer. Horizon Health charged $20 for the physical and each athlete could stipulate 
which booster club got a $10 donation from the charge.

Special to The Prairie Press

Kristina Gabbard, left, family nurse practitioner at Horizon 
Health’s Chrisman Clinic, presents a check to the Chrisman High 
School Booster Club. Also pictured at far right is Janice Craig, 
licensed practical nurse at the clinic. The money came from 
discounted sports physicals during the summer. Horizon Health 
charged $20 for the physical and each athlete could stipulate 
which booster club got a $10 donation from the charge.

Special to The Prairie Press

Horizon Health’s Mike Harrison presents a check to Jodie Lee, 
left, and Tia Burnside, right, of the Tri-County Booster Club. 
The money came from discounted sports physicals during the 
summer. Athletes could choose which booster club received 
donations.

We all know the importance of 
bees to our food chain. 

Moths and butterflies over-
winter as caterpillars, pupae 
or adults depending on the 
species. It could be on the soil 
surface, secluded in leaf litter, 
hidden in dead plants or any 
other protective space in the 
garden.

If the aim is to grow a 
healthy, beautiful, abundant 
garden, we need the help of 

beneficial insects. Removing 
their winter quarters could 
mean removing them, some-
thing we all want to avoid.

The Edgar County Exten-
sion Master Gardeners wish all 
a happy holiday and produc-
tive new gardening year. We 
can be reached at 217-465-
8585.

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member of the 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion Master Gardeners of 
Edgar County. Email her at 
janphipps@gmail.com.)

PHIPPS
FROM PAGE 1B
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BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com 

Countries around the world cele-
brate the ending of the old year and 
the beginning of a new one in different 
ways and at different times.    
Spaniards commonly eat 12 

grapes, one for each striking of the bell 
in the church tower. In Barcelona and 
Madrid, crowds gather in the squares 
and bottles of Cava (Christmas cham-
pagne) are passed out for the celebra-
tion.
In Columbia, people carry empty 

suitcases around the block in hopes of 
good travels and prosperity. 
The citizens of Denmark throw 

old plates and glasses against the doors 
of family and good friends to banish 
evil spirits. The Danes also climb up on 
chairs as midnight approaches and leap 
into January in hopes of good luck. 
While they are eating a meal of cod 
and mustard, the center of their tables 
are decorated with edible marzipan 
delights shaped like a cornucopia with 
goodies spilling out.
In Panama, they burn effigies of 

well-known TV stars and politicians to 
represent the people they didn’t like in 
the just finished old year.
Bonfires mark the arrival of the 

new in Scotland and people parade 
around the fires swinging giant fire ket-
tles to purify the new year. New Year’s 
day is a time for visiting and when a 
person enters a home, a visitor brings 
a gift for the family as a good luck ges-
ture.  

In the Philippines, the people be-
lieve round shapes are significant as a 
symbol of prosperity because that is 
the shape of a coin. They also wear pol-
ka dots and eat 12 round fruits as the 
clock strikes midnight.
Brazilians are particular about 

what color of underwear they wear. It 
is usually red for love or yellow as the 
harbinger of gold.
In Greece, celebrants hang an on-

ion by the door as a symbol of rebirth. 
On New Year’s morning, the parents 
awaken their children by tapping the 
onion against their children’s heads.
The people of Japan eat long buck-

wheat noodles called soba, which rep-
resents crossing from the old year to 
the next. As they cut the noodle they 
are saying they are letting go of the old 
year before the New Year begins.
The Italians eat coin shaped lentils, 

which represents luck and prosperity. 
Sausage is served with lentils to repre-
sent the plenty of the land.
Many people of Australia simply 

shoot fireworks and enjoy the warm 
weather with picnics.
In the United States, many watch 

as the glittering ball comes down at the 
striking of 12 at Times Square. Many 
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indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

Impeachments are rare
In American political history, impeachment only used 19 times until now on federal level

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Impeachment is a rare 
phenomenon in American 
political history. The recent 
impeachment of President 
Trump is just the 20th time 
the process has been used at 
the federal level.

The impeachments of 
Trump and Bill Clinton cre-
ated media frenzies, but the 
process is otherwise obscure, 
and seldom used for top 
leaders. Of the 19 previous 
impeachments, 15  were for 
judges, mostly on the district 
level.

The impeachment of Presi-
dent Andrew Johnson in 1868 
may be the most fascinating. 
Johnson was acquitted in the 
Senate by a single vote.

Though many today be-
lieve Richard Nixon was im-
peached, he actually resigned 

to avoid certain impeach-
ment. 

Impeachment has also 
been used on a U.S. senator 
and a Cabinet member, while 
one of the impeached judges 
was a Supreme Court mem-
ber.  Generally, impeachment 
proceedings come around ev-
ery few years, and rarely gar-
ner much attention.

The word impeachment 
has been thrown around fre-
quently in the last 25 years, 
mainly by opponents of 
whichever party holds the 
White House.  

Congress has made an ef-
fort to impeach a president at 
least 14 times, including for 
every chief executive since 
Ronald Reagan, but the ef-
forts have advanced to a Sen-
ate trial only three times, with 
Johnson, Clinton and, pre-
sumably, Trump.

Impeachment is outlined 
in Article 2, Section 4 of the 
Constitution, which reads, 
“the President, Vice-Pres-
ident, and all civil Officers 
of the United States shall be 
removed from Office on Im-
peachment for, and Convic-
tion of, Treason, Bribery, and 
other high Crimes and Mis-
demeanors.”

Long before he was the 
subject of the hit musical, Al-
exander Hamilton explained 
the difference between im-
peachment and civil or crimi-
nal courts by stating impeach-
ment is for, “misconduct of 
public men, or in other words 
form the abuse or violation of 
some public trust.”

Impeachment in the Con-
stitution was modeled after 
British constitutional histo-
ry. It was inserted due to the 
framers’ fear of abuse of exec-

utive power, and was inserted 
even before they defined the 
presidency.  Needless to say, 
the wording on impeachment 
caused considerable debate 
among the framers.

In July 1797, the first in-
dividual to be impeached 
by the House was William 
Blount of Tennessee, a first-
term U.S. Senator and former 
Continental Congressman 
from North Carolina, who 
was charged with conspiring 
to help Great Britain seize 
Spanish-controlled territo-
ries in Florida and Louisiana.  
Blount was expelled from the 
Senate before the trial began, 
and the charges were dis-
missed. 

Aside from the presidents, 
the other high-office im-
peachment case was Secretary 
of War William Belknap, who 
was charged in March 1876 

with receiving kickbacks from 
a tradership contract at Fort 
Sill, Okla. With impeachment 
inevitable, Belknap resigned, 
but the Senate went ahead 
with the trial anyway. Belknap 
was acquitted by five votes. 

Charges in the cases of 
the 15 judges have included, 
among other things, intoxi-
cation on the bench, abuse 
of power, income tax evasion, 
sexual assault, perjury and 
accepting bribes. Four have 
been acquitted (including the 
Supreme Court justice, Sam-
uel Chase, in 1805), while 
three resigned. The other 
eight were removed from of-
fice.

The Clinton impeachment 
trial vote on Lincoln’s Birth-
day in February 1999 fell far 
short of the two-thirds Sen-
ate majority on either of the 

See IMPEACH, Page 4B

EVERYONE CELEBRATES THE NEW YEAR DIFFERENTLY

Special to The Prairie Press

In Denmark, the festive New Year’s table is highlighted with stacks of doughnuts, which have goodies inside.

The traditions of New Year’s

Special to The Prairie Press

Burning effigies in Panama puts disagreements between people over the past year 
behind them on New Years.

See NEW YEAR, Page 4B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

"One small step for man, 
one giant leap for man-
kind" could have turned 
out dramatically different 
had it not been for astro-
naut Buzz Aldrin’s ingenu-
ity in averting disaster with 
a simple felt-tip pen.

Following the Apollo 
11 historic July 20, 1969, 
moonwalk, Aldrin and 
Neil Armstrong were pre-
paring to return to com-
mand from their lunar 
module when they discov-
ered that a 1-inch engine 
arm circuit breaker switch 
had broken off the instru-
ment panel. 

In his book, “Magnif-
icent Desolation: The 
Long Journey Home from 
the Moon,” Aldrin recalls 
spotting something on the 
floor of the lunar module 
that didn’t belong there. 

“I looked closer and jolt-
ed a bit,” he writes. “There 
on the dust on the floor on 
the right side of the cabin, 
lay a circuit breaker switch 
that had broken off.” 

Wondering where the 
switch had come from, 
he looked at the rows of 
breakers on the instrument 
panel. Then he gulped 
hard. 

“The broken switch had 
snapped off from the en-
gine-arm circuit breaker, 
the one vital breaker need-
ed to send electrical power 
to the ascent engine that 
would lift Neil and me off 
the moon,” he wrote. 

Somehow, he or Arm-
strong must have acciden-
tally bumped the switch 
in the cramped space with 
their cumbersome back-
packs. “Regardless of how 
the circuit breaker switch 
had broken off, the circuit 
breaker had to be pushed 
back in again for the ascent 
engine to ignite to get us 
back home,” he wrote.

The broken switch was 
reported to Mission Con-
trol, but after a fretful night 
trying to get some sleep, 
Houston had not figured 
out a solution the next 
morning. 

“After examining it more 
closely, I thought that if I 
could find something in 
the LM to push into the 
circuit, it might hold,” Al-
drin writes. “But since it 
was electrical, I decided 
not to put my finger in, or 
use anything that had met-
al on the end. I had a felt-
tipped pen in the shoul-
der pocket of my suit that 
might do the job. 

“After moving the count-
down procedure up by a 
couple of hours in case it 
didn't work, I inserted the 
pen into the small opening 
where the circuit breaker 
switch should have been, 
and pushed it in; sure 
enough, the circuit breaker 
held. We were going to get 
off the moon, after all. To 

Aldrin and 
Armstrong 
were nearly 
stranded on 
the moon

See STRANDED, Page 4B

There is a gap in time be-
tween Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve that is filled with 
immea-
surable 
stuff. It is 
the time of 
just before 
and just 
after for 
many of 
us. 

Just 
think 
about 
looking 
forward for the good things 
that are on the horizon 
because we have been 
renewed with the love 
shared at Christmas time. It 
is not so much about all the 
wrapping paper and trash 
accumulated from opening 
presents, but it is time to 
think about his presence 
and carry that forward. 

His presence is not 
placed in colorful wrapping 
paper or only seen at a 
specific time of the year. It 
is wrapped around people 
who truly need him, and 
it makes them stronger for 
carrying on when things 
get rough and tough. 

At our house, it is a time 
to recover from too much 
rich food even though we 
usually have leftovers, but 
we don’t have to face them 
at just one time. Since we 
had ham and sweet-taters 
we don’t have turkey 
tetrazzini, cold turkey sand-
wiches and other dishes 
made from turkey leftovers. 

I am not complaining 
because ham sandwiches 
are very good and maybe 
they will run out before 
New Year’s Eve and that’s 
OK because we will have 
cabbage on the first day 
in January. That is an old 
American tradition our 
family has observed for 
bringing prosperity in the 
next year. 

On television, we keep 

Facing 
the time 
between 
Christmas 
and New 
Year’s    

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

Moon 
mission 
mayhem
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two articles. One article, 
which charged Clinton with 
lying to the grand jury, only 
resulted in 45 guilty votes. 
The second, obstruction of 
justice, was a 50-50 split.

The vote was much closer 
in the Johnson case, which 
was the culmination of a 
strange journey for that pres-
ident. Johnson, of Tennessee, 
was the only Southern sen-
ator to remain loyal to the 
Union, and a grateful Abra-
ham Lincoln appointed him 
military governor of Tennes-
see. He then chose Johnson, 
a Democrat, as his vice pres-
ident in the 1864 re-election.

Lincoln’s second term 
lasted only six weeks, end-
ing with his death by assas-

sination on April 15, 1865. 
Though the tragedy plunged 
the nation into despair, the 
mood in some Washington 
offices was surprisingly up-
beat, as Radical Republicans 
and other hardliners hoped 
Johnson would pursue a 
harsher Reconstruction pol-
icy against the South than 
Lincoln.

Much to their dismay, John-
son favored leniency to the 
South, and often clashed with 
Congress. In March 1867, 
over Johnson’s veto, Congress 
passed the Tenure of Office 
Act, banning the president 
from removing certain offi-
cials without Senate approval. 

The act was aimed at Sec-
retary of War Edwin Stanton, 
a holdover from the Lincoln 
administration and a Radical 
ally who opposed Johnson on 

Reconstruction. In an awk-
ward series of events, Johnson 
eventually fired Stanton.

The House promptly 
passed a resolution of im-
peachment on Feb. 24, 1868, 
by the vote of 126-47, and 11 
articles of impeachment were 
drafted. The trial began that 
March 5, and tickets to the 
gallery were in high demand. 
A total of 1,000 tickets were 
available for each day of the 
trial, and Congressmen usu-
ally received hundreds of re-
quests.

In the end, the Senate vot-
ed on three of the articles, the 
first on May 16, 1868. Of the 
54 senators, 35 – one short of 
the two-thirds majority – vot-
ed to convict. Ten days later, 
the vote on the other two ar-
ticles also went 35-19.  Seven 
Republicans broke with their 

party to vote for acquittal.
Johnson finished his term 

and left office the next March. 
Incredibly, he won election in 
1874 to the Senate, the same 
chamber that had tried him. 

Though impeachment 
leaves a stain on legacies, its 
effect on personal popular-
ity is negligible.  A county in 
eastern Tennessee is named 
for Blount, who was well-re-
ceived back home after leav-
ing Washington. His name 
also adorns a high school in 
that county, as well as several 
streets across the nation. 

Similarly, two streets in 
Belknap’s hometown of Ke-
okuk, Iowa are named in his 
honor. On Dec. 19, 1998, 
the day that Congress voted 
to impeach Clinton, a Gallup 
poll showed his approval rat-
ing at 73 percent.

IMPEACH
FROM PAGE 3B
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people at that time sip a little 
bubbly and sing “Auld Lang 
Syne.”

Since the days of the Earth 
are represented by the 24-
hour day, we cannot all cel-
ebrate at exactly the same 
time. There is an Internation-
al Time line that lies between 
Big Diomede Island in Russia 

and Little Diomede Island in 
the U. S., and they are only a 
little over two miles apart. As 
a result, the island nation of 
Tonga is the first place to cel-
ebrate the arrival of the new 
year, and the last place nearly 
24 hours later is the Ameri-
can Samoan Islands  

Other cultures celebrate at 
different times of the year as 
determined by the phase of 
the new moon. Many in Chi-

na celebrate the Year of the 
Rat Jan. 25, 2020 as a spring 
festival.

Traditionally, people look 
forward to a new year with 
renewed optimism, and 
within the bigger national 

celebration, there are varia-
tions of family traditions. At 
the Stanley home, we play 
games and try to stay awake 
to see the New Year by eating 
fudge and popcorn by the 
fireplace. 

NEW YEAR
FROM PAGE 3B

this day I still have the broken 
circuit breaker switch and the 
felt-tipped pen I used to ignite 
our engines.” 

If the engine arm circuit 
breaker remained open, Arm-
strong and Aldrin likely would 
have been stuck, said NASA 
Chief Historian William Bar-
ry. 

“Had the felt-tip pen not 
worked, I’m certain that Mis-
sion Control and the crew 
would have worked hard to 
find other ways to close the 
circuit so that the ascent en-
gine could be fired,” he said. 
“But this was a serious situa-
tion — enough that on subse-
quent lunar modules a guard 
was installed over those circuit 

breakers to prevent a similar 
problem.” 

Barry said during the Apol-
lo program, Mission Control 
and the astronauts ran thou-
sands of simulations, and the 
simulation team was quite de-
vious about coming up with 
problems for them to work 
through.

“I’m not aware that this 
specific scenario was simulat-
ed, but the in-depth systems 
knowledge learned in those 
hours in the simulators — and 
the techniques developed for 
astronauts and ground crews 
to work through problems — 
would have served them well 
if further work was needed to 
fix the broken engine arm cir-
cuit breaker,” he said. 

Many of those simulations, 
Barry notes, involved maneu-

vering the command module 
to complete the rendezvous 
in case of a problem with the 
lunar module ascent stage get-
ting into the right orbit. 

“As is typical of simulator 
training, the crews would 
have practiced the launch 
and docking maneuver many 
times — and usually while 
having to deal with some sim-
ulated failure,” he said. “Flying 
the actual mission was (usual-
ly) much easier than the doz-
ens of times they would have 
practiced this particular ma-
neuver in the simulator.”

But, Barry said, the com-
mand module couldn’t solve 
the problem if the lunar mod-
ule wasn’t able to get off the 
surface. “So a failure of the as-
cent engine would have been a 
critical problem.”

STRANDED
FROM PAGE 3B

Special to The Prairie Press

Filipinos commonly eat round fruit as part of the New Year’s 
celebration because round shapes, resembling a coin, are a sign 
of prosperity.

Special to The Prairie Press

Displays of brightly colored underwear herald an approaching 
new year in Brazil. Brazilians believe it is important to wear 
the correct colored underwear while celebrating the arrival of 
the New Year. Red is for those looking for love, and yellow is 
supposed to attract wealth.

seeing what the old year 
yielded  and some of it is 
good, but there were also 
a lot of bad things. It was a 
tough year for the farming 
community, but around here 
it wasn’t a total washout even 
though we had a very wet 
spring. There was pretty good 
weather at harvest time, and I 
was tickled with the outcome. 
Many farmers south of here 
weren’t so lucky. It is the time 
to remember mostly the good 
things that have happened in 
our family and farm.

We still have a few visiting 
members around and that 
is good because we will see 
them long enough we won’t 
forget what they look like up 

close and personal. 
Facebook is a good tool for 

keeping up with our family 
and friends, but it’s just not 
quite as nice as when you can 
actually reach out and touch 
them. Maybe we even swap 
some stories that we wouldn’t 
put on FB, but some we 
should. 

A hug is actually a nice 
consideration when someone 
sends one on FB, but it is still 
an empty feeling and it is hard 
to get the same close feeling 
as when someone hugs the 
b’dickens out of you. Years 
ago the Stanley family did not 
hug so much, but we could 
tell they loved you because of 
the way they treated you like 
you were important. 

Our kids and grandkids 
have changed that and we can 

get a hug almost every time 
we meet. Maybe that is just a 
moment in time that carries 
us with good feelings until the 
next time we get together. 

In this tweener time, we 
have a few sorrows about the 
ones we have lost, but they 
now have found a new life 
and we will remember them 
for their uniqueness and what 
they have brought to our lives. 
In the same spirit we can say 
goodbye to the year gone by 
and yet happily look to a new 
life as the next year comes. I 
very happily left out politics 
from this column, but surely 
that will also improve. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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The impeachment process is 
getting biblical. 

Literally.
Perhaps it all started a few 

days before the impeachment 
vote, when House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi told journalists 
she had been praying for pres-
ident Donald Trump and re-
buked a reporter who asked if 
she hated the commander in 
chief.

“I don’t hate anybody,” she 
said, explaining that her feel-
ings were a byproduct of her 
Catholic faith.

Or perhaps the God talk 
really began in earnest during 
the debate before the House 
of Representatives made its 
historic decision to impeach 
Donald Trump Wednesday, 
Dec. 18, when Rep. Barry Lou-
dermilk, R-Georgia, compared 
the president to Jesus Christ.

“Pontius Pilate afforded 

more rights to Jesus than the 
Democrats have afforded this 
president and this process,” he 
said.

His religious ribbing did 
not go unanswered. New York 
Democrat Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez quickly fired 
back on Twitter, responding to 
Loudermilk’s remark by citing 
Romans 1:25, which reads, 
“because they exchanged the 
truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the crea-
ture rather than the Creator, 
who is blessed forever! Amen.”

These are but a few exam-
ples of what has become an 
atypically religious — and 
particularly Christian — im-
peachment process, with law-
makers, faith leaders and even 
members of the same famous 
evangelical family invoking the 
Almighty while making the 
case for and against the presi-
dent.

Experts say the God talk 

isn’t just a sign of religious de-
votion; it’s also an unusually 
heated form of discourse that 
hints at shifting opinions about 
the intersection of religion and 
politics.

The theological debate 
stretched beyond Capitol Hill 
the day after the vote, when the 
editor-in-chief of Christiani-
ty Today published an article 
calling for the president to be 
removed from office out of, 
“loyalty to the Creator of the 
Ten Commandments.”

Evangelical supporters of 
Trump responded in-kind, 
with nearly 200 rejecting the 
editorial in a public letter and 
at least one deriding it as a, “full 
blown attack on the President 
of the United States and the 
millions of evangelicals who 
support him.”

In response, CT published 
another editorial, this time 
from President Timothy Dal-
rymple, defending the original 

editorial.
“Out of love for Jesus and his 

church, not for political parti-
sanship or intellectual elitism,” 
he wrote, “this is why we feel 
compelled to say that the alli-
ance of American evangelical-
ism with this presidency has 
wrought enormous damage to 
Christian witness.”

According to Simran Jeet 
Singh, professor at Union 
Theological Seminary in New 
York, the uptick in God talk 
is, at the most basic level, evi-
dence of how religious Ameri-
cans respond to crisis.

“It’s like, ‘Hey, what can 
we find within these wisdom 
traditions that so often have 
helped us — how can they 
help us right now?’” he said.

R. Marie Griffith, director 
of the John C. Danforth Cen-
ter on Religion and Politics, 
agreed. She argued, “the in-
tensity of this moment and the 
genuine feeling among peo-

ple of faith (that they) must 
approach it prayerfully seem 
to be part of what’s thrust reli-
gious language into such public 
view.”

John Fea, scholar of evan-
gelicalism at Messiah College, 
said while it’s a shame to see 
Christian scripture used in 
such a debate, there is ample 
historical precedent.

“Since the time of the (U.S.) 
founding, politicians have used 
the Bible to advance their po-
litical preferences,” he said. 
“Thomas Paine referenced the 
Bible in Common Sense to jus-
tify independence. Both slave-
holders and abolitionists used 
the Bible in the lead-up to the 
Civil War.”

Griffith noted the prepon-
derance of liberals calling upon 
their religion in public over the 
past few months is abnormal 
— at least when it comes to 
impeachment.

“I don’t remember hearing 

a lot of prayer talk around the 
impeachment of Bill Clinton 
— on either side but especially 
the Left — or in relation to the 
crimes of Richard Nixon,” she 
said. “There does seem to be 
something new about public 
talk regarding ‘prayerfulness’ 
among liberals as it relates to 
something so seemingly secu-
lar as impeachment.”

Fea pointed to the dynamics 
of this election and, in particu-
lar, the power of the evangelical 
vote as a compelling reason for 
liberals to call upon religious 
language typically associated 
conservatives. “In this partic-
ular moment, when Bible-be-
lieving evangelicals make up a 
huge voting block in support of 
the president, appeals to scrip-
ture and Christian teaching can 
be effective persuasive tools on 
both sides of the debate,” he 
said.

The impeachment process 

Red (and blue) sea is parting
Impeachment debate suggests shifting religious and political winds among evangelicals and other parties

See SHIFT, Page 6B

“Forgetting what lies 
behind and reaching 
forward to what lies ahead.”  
Philippians 3:14 NASB

“It is because of the Lord’s 
mercies that we are not 
consumed, because His com-
passions fail not, they are 
new every morning; great is 
thy faithfulness.”  Lamenta-
tions 3: 22, 23 KJV

We are just a few days 
shy of the New Year, so 
during the transition be-
tween the 
old and 
new, let’s 
engage 
ourselves 
in a couple 
of helpful 
practices.

The first 
is what the 
apostle 
Paul 
spoke of 
in conjunction with his per-
spective of eternal values.  
Writing to the church at 
Philippi, Paul had included 
a resume. For some, that 
bragging list of accomplish-
ments would have been 
very impressive, including 
his pedigree of pure Jewish 
linage along with his pas-
sion to become the best of 
the best of Israel’s religious 
leadership. Focused in a 
self-motivated drive to 
become what he thought at 
that time would catch the 
attention and approval of 
the Almighty. He was well 
on his way to becoming 
the primary candidate for 
high priest, the ultimate 
achievement that only a 
small group of men were in 
the position of attaining.    

When Paul awoke 
spiritually he understood 
all of those things he had 
previously valued so highly 
were in fact to be regarded 
as dross as refuse in a com-
post pile. Volitionally he 
left them behind, choosing 
to forget them, to cease 
dwelling on their over-ex-
aggerated importance. It 
was time to move on, even 
from acclamations and 
credits.

So must we. What has 
been done is behind us, 
whether considered to our 
credit or if to our shame. 
We cannot change what we 
have lived or done and we 
cannot rest upon our lau-
rels. If we stay enamored on 
our past, even if it is to be 
envied, we allow ourselves 
to become stuck in a pres-
ent rut of self-aggrandize-
ment; spinning our wheels 
and moving nowhere. 
Only when we look up and 
ahead, and get our spiritual 
eyes on the prize; do we 

New year 
offers 
a new 
beginning

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S  
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

BY RUTH PATCHETT
Rpweib1@gmail.com

The movie Casablanca, featuring 
Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman, 
has an unforgettable line, “Play it again.” 
Recently, Tom and I took a trip that was 
unforgettable and since it included Casa-
blanca as a stop, the line I would like to 
use is, “Let’s do it again, Tom.”  Truly a 
wonderful trip, and it all started in Bar-
celona, Spain. 

We had been to Europe a number of 
times but mostly in Germany, England, 
the Netherlands and Italy. When we read 
about a 22-day trip on a Viking Ocean 
Cruise, which embarked at Barcelona, 
Spain, made a couple of stops in Africa 
and ended up in Argentina, we could 
not resist. Everything worked out so well 
from the time we arrived at the airport 
in Barcelona to our embarkation on the 
cruise ship. 

Our ship was in port for two and a half 
days after boarding, and we were able 
to do what we considered the highlight 
of the entire cruise. We toured the La 
Sagrada Familia Church, designed by 
Gaudi and a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site since 1984. 

Sagrada, a Spanish word meaning 
sacred, really is that. Having visited St. 
Peter’s Basilica in Rome, Notre Dame in 
Paris, West Minister Abbey in London 
and numerous other churches this was 
the church that most moved us. It has a 
spiritual feel about it and is not even fin-
ished yet. Construction continues with 
cranes on sight for a projected comple-
tion date of 2026, which is 100 years af-
ter Gaudi’s death. 

When Gaudi received his degree from 
Ellie Rogent, the Director of the Bar-
celona School of Architecture, Rogent 
supposedly said, “We have given this ac-
ademic degree to a fool or a genius. Only 
time will tell.” 

Gaudi was much attuned to nature 
and a devout Roman Catholic and de-
sired to give glory to God by depicting 
the beauty of the nature God created.  
His style was not straight lines, like most 
buildings were made, but with curves as 
are seen in plants, trees and fruit.

The church was started in 1882 and 

at the time of his death in 1926 only a 
quarter of the church was finished. This 
means when the hoped for comple-
tion occurs it will have taken 150 years, 
which is longer than the Great Pyramid 
of Egypt took for completion. On our 
tour, it was pointed out progress on the 
church has vastly increased with the 
use of computers and other technology. 
Guadi started with hand drawings and 
that was the design method for more 
than a century.

When construction first began it was 
to be a simple Roman Catholic Church 
but later became a cathedral and in 2010, 
Pope Benedict XVI declared it a basilica. 
Something else we learned on our trip 
is a cathedral is the seat of a bishop and 
while in Buenos Aires, later on in the 
trip, we visited the cathedral in which 
the current Pope Francis served as bish-
op. Tours, wherever one goes when trav-
eling abroad, always include beautiful 
churches, synagogues or mosques with 
plenty of facts and information.  It is cer-
tainly worth a visit, but in our opinion 
La Sagrada Familia is a must see desti-
nation.

La Sagrada Familia receives more 
than 3 million visitors each year so it is 
well worth the money to book ahead.  
Some tours are only of the outside but 

one must see the inside as well to total-
ly appreciate the genius of Gaudi. After 
finishing the tour, we felt like we had just 
learned the story of creation and Jesus 
Christ. The church is a pictorama of the 
story of Jesus. 

Starting the tour on the east side of the 
church, we saw the facade of the birth of 
Christ called the Nativity facade. The 
significance of it being on the east side is 
that the sun rises in the east and a new 
day begins. The Passion, or crucifixion, 
facade or is on the west side where the 
sun sets and day finishes. 

The other facade is called the Glory 
facade. Gaudi was only alive to create 
the Nativity facade. Our guide pointed 
out that when completed the basilica 
will have 18 towers. A tower for each 
apostle, a tower for the four evangelists, 
a tower for Mary and the tallest tower in 
the middle is for Jesus Christ. Gaudi be-
lieved that nothing should be taller than 
what God created, and even though the 
structure when completed will be the 
tallest religious structure in Europe, it 
will be just a little shorter than Barcelo-
na’s Montijuic Mountain. 

Inside the structure we saw beautiful 
examples of stained glass windows and 
also windows where the stained glass has 

La Sagrada impacts visitors

ONE-OF-A-KIND BASILICA IS STILL UNFINISHED

Special to The Prairie Press

La Sagrada Familia Church in Barcelona, Spain, is a work in progress. Construction of the UNESCO World Heritage Site began 
in 1882 under the direction of architect and designer Antoni Gaudí. The completion date is set for 2026 which marks the 
100th anniversary of Gaudi’s death. The facade and interior of the church tell the story of the life of Jesus Christ.

Special to The Prairie Press

Architect Antoni Gaudi believed the beauty of nature was a reflection of God’s cre-
ation. He incorporated natural shapes into the design of La Sagrada Familia rather 
than using straight intersecting lines that are more common to architecture. 
Construction has gone through the lives of several stone cutters and designers.
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There was little room 
for light in Theresienstadt 
— especially in the dark-
ness of early December. 
Some 140,000 Czech Jews 
came through the Nazi 
camp-ghetto and holding 
pen, with almost one in four 
eventually submitting to 
disease or starvation. Those 
who survived were almost 
always brought on to other, 
still more terrible places.

But even in Theresien-
stadt, surrounded by de-
spair, the camp’s inhabi-
tants found ways to extract 
joy. In late 1942, someone 
stole a large block of wood 
from the Nazis running the 
camp. Into it, they carved 
an ornate hanukkiah — the 
special kind of menorah lit 
at Hanukkah — with nine 
candle holders and a Star of 
David. A Hebrew inscrip-
tion curves over the top: 
“Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the celestials?” 

For most of the year, the 
menorah remained hidden. 
It was forbidden to cele-
brate Jewish holidays or to 
teach children about Juda-
ism. But once a year, usually 
in the depths of December, 
it was brought forth and lit. 
The lamp was not recovered 
until after the war and is 
now in the permanent col-
lection of the Jewish Muse-
um in New York. 

The Jewish festival of 
Hanukkah celebrates the 
rededication of the Second 
Temple in Jerusalem. Ac-
cording to legend, Jews rose 
up during the second cen-
tury B.C. after the ancient 
Greeks had banned Jewish 
religious practice. Accord-
ing to the Talmud, one 
of Judaism’s most central 
texts, the Temple was liber-
ated and rededicated, with 
a new altar and new holy 
vessels. But there was only 
enough untainted oil to 
burn candles in the temple’s 
menorah for a single day. 
Somehow it burned bright-
ly for eight days and eight 
nights, buying enough time 
to prepare a fresh supply of 
oil. The holiday commemo-
rates this event.

For the most part, Ha-
nukkah is a minor festival, 
with few specific obliga-
tions about what Jews can 
or cannot do over these 
eight days. But this story 
of tenacity and hope took 
on special significance for 
Jewish people during the 
Holocaust.

Amid the 
Holocaust’s 
horrors, 
many Jews 
found ways 
to mark 
Hanukkah

See HANUKKAH, Page 6BSee LA SAGRADA, Page 6B
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not yet been inserted. The 
glass reflects on the pillars 
inside and this causes the pil-
lars to look different colors 
depending on the direction 
of the sun. Of course, cool-
er colors, greens and blues 
were used in the east with 
the warmer colors, yellows 
and reds, in the west. The in-
terior pillars represent trees 
that are held up by tortoises 
and turtles representing the 
earth and the sea. Everything 
was planned to emphasize the 
wonderful nature God had 
created.

Even the roof has symbols 
of fruit on it. It was explained 
Gaudi thought God had cre-
ated such beauty in nature 
and he wanted to symbolize 
this with all the intricacies of 
using nature in his structure. 
Gaudi was a religious person 
and spent his last years living 
on the grounds of the church, 
and he is buried there.

Construction on the 
church slowed down and 
came to a halt many times 
with the turbulence of politi-
cal activity in Spain. In 1936, 
some anarchists set fire to the 
crypt and many important 
materials were lost, though 
some were saved. Only re-
cently after 137 years of work 
on the structure, a building 
permit was granted at a cost of 
millions of Euros to the city of 
Barcelona. Questions remain 
if a permit was destroyed or 
lost a long time ago. 

Gaudi died in 1926 and 
hopefully the church will be 
finished by 2026. For Chris-
tians, it is impossible not to be 

LA SAGRADA
FROM PAGE 5B

has also produced some un-
usually charged remarks from 
faith leaders. 

The Rev. Samuel Rodriguez, 
president of the National His-
panic Christian Leadership 
Conference, and the Rev. John-
nie Moore, a de facto spokes-
man for Trump's informal 
group of evangelical Christian 
advisers, issued a joint state-
ment saying some evangelicals 
took impeaching the president 

as a personal affront.
“Millions of Americans 

recognize that the House 
leadership is not actually im-
peaching the President of the 
United States but the poli-
cies and people that he rep-
resents,” their statement read 
in part. “The Democrats in the 
House impeached millions 
of God-fearing, family-loving 
and patriotic Americans from 
the Democrat and Republican 
parties.”

That polarization has ex-
tended to famous Christian 

families as well. 
Franklin Graham came out 

strongly against the Chris-
tianity Today editorial on 
Thursday, saying, “my father 
would be embarrassed” — a 
reference to famed evange-
list Billy Graham, who also 
founded Christianity Today. 
He later revealed on Twitter 
that his father allegedly voted 
for Trump in 2016 (voting re-
cords confirm Billy Graham 
cast a ballot by mail that year, 
but not who he voted for).

Molly Worthen, scholar of 

religious history at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, said while the 
Christianity Today editorial is 
unlikely to create a sea change 
and trigger a mass rejection of 
Trump among evangelicals, it 
might embolden evangelicals 
who have long been reticent 
to voice their discontent.

Indeed, social media react-
ed swiftly to the Christianity 
Today editorial calling for 
Trump’s ouster, with #chris-
tiansagainsttrump quickly 
trending on Twitter.

SHIFT
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While few other Jews had 
a physical hanukkiah in the 
camps, many found ways to 
kindle a flame and celebrate 
the holiday. In 1943, amid 
the horrors of Bergen-Belsen, 
11 survivors saved scraps of 
fat from their food and used 
loose threads to form make-
shift wicks. A carved raw 
potato served as the candle-
holder, while a wooden shoe 
was repurposed into a chil-
dren’s dreidel. 

In her book, “Hassidic 
Tales of the Holocaust,” Yaffa 
Eliach describes how Rabbi 
Israel Shapiro chanted the 
blessings to the assembled in-
mates: “On the third blessing, 
in which God is thanked for 
having ‘kept us in life and pre-

served us and enabled us to 
reach this time,’ the Rebbe’s 
voice broke into sobs, for he 
had already lost his wife, his 
only daughter, his son-in-law, 
and his only grandchild.”

All over Europe Jews found 
ways to celebrate the holiday. 
After arriving at Westerbork, 
a transit camp in the Neth-
erlands, in late 1943, the El-
chanan family used recycled 
battery parts to make a me-
norah out of wood and alumi-
num foil. Grease and cotton 
wicks served as candles. 

Holocaust survivor Ye-
chezkel Hershtik, then a boy 
of about 12, remembers stop-
ping on a bridge as they were 
transported on foot between 
the Romanian camps of Sacel 
and Iliora. They lit candles 
along the wall of the bridge, 
said the Hanukkah prayers, 

and then continued on their 
way.

After the Jews were liber-
ated, many spent months or 
years in camps for displaced 
persons, before being rerout-
ed to Israel or the United 
States, among other coun-
tries. Here, Hanukkah could 
be celebrated openly, with 
real candles replacing the 
makeshift grease or engine 
oil. 

In the German Landsberg/
Lech displaced persons camp, 
Jews fashioned a Hanukkah 
lamp out of cartridge scraps 
and shell casings, and ded-
icated it to U.S. command-
er-in-chief General Joseph T. 
McNarney. On this hanuk-
kiah, a Hebrew inscription 
is hammered into the brass: 
“A great miracle happened 
there.” 

HANUKKAH
FROM PAGE 5B

begin to run the race of life 
and of eternity rightly.  

That’s why Jesus talked 
about putting our hands to a 
plow and looking back mak-
ing us unfit for his purposes. 
To spiritually plow a straight 
furrow our focus has got to 
be on a point of reference out 
there ahead, at the end of the 
field of life; and that object 
we put our eyes upon is the 
upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. We leave behind what’s 
behind and we live today 
looking ahead.

Which brings us to anoth-
er practice for the New Year 
which is about to engulf us; 
that is to understand that 
each and every day we are 

given is only through the 
mercies of Almighty God.  It 
is by God’s grace that we are 
saved and it is by that same 
grace that we even have this 
day to enjoy and to glorify 
our creator.  

The wonderful thing is 
that each and every day is 
loaded with God’s mercy 
and God’s presence. If we 
are listening and looking, we 
won’t miss it. Our present 
stability is not based upon 
our intellect, luck or good 
fortune. It is based upon 
God’s faithfulness. Our sov-
ereign lord is never failing. 
He doesn’t sleep, and he 
doesn’t get distracted.  

God is for us and not 
against us each day. He is with 
us, even until the end of the 
age, as Jesus taught. Nothing 

catches the all-knowing God 
by surprise. He is on the 
throne, he is with us wherever 
we are and he loves each of us. 
So here comes the New Year, 
and here comes God to walk 
each moment of it with you 
and me. Wow.

Determine to respond to 
God’s love through Christ by 
loving him in return. As we 
leave 2019, let us really leave 
it. God has given us another 
year so let each of us press on 
and enjoy the mercies and 
blessing of our lord every day.  
Have a Happy New Year.

(Pastor Jack D. Hoffman 
is the senior pastor at Cor-
nerstone Baptist Church in 
Paris. Email him at jilland-
jack1971@gmail.com. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided by the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.)

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

moved at this stupendous cre-
ation. Non-Christians should 
also see this church. There are 
really not enough words to 
describe its splendor.

We left just 24 hours be-
fore the first snow at home 
and upon arrival realized one 
mistake we had made was not 
packing enough summer type 
clothes. It was a balmy 60 de-
grees and we arrived a couple 
of days early planning to ex-
plore Barcelona on our own 
before heading for the ship. 

Luckily our room was avail-
able at 9:30 a.m., and we took 
a needed nap before wander-
ing off to explore this very 
walkable city. Remind me 
never to complain about Tom 
and his IPad, where he is con-
stantly looking up informa-
tion. His research picked out 
a great hotel in a safe and easy 
place to see the sights we were 
most interested in. 

Having a delicious seafood 
dinner and a walk past huge 
yachts in the harbor we de-
cided to turn in early to adjust 
to the seven-hour time differ-
ence from home. The next day 
in Barcelona we accomplished 
the first task we planned for 
the trip – purchasing espa-
drilles for our grandchildren. 
The shop we found them at 
has been hand-making them 
since the 40s, just after the 
Spanish Civil War. 

We were carrying pieces 
of paper with the grandchil-

dren’s foot outlines so we 
could get the correct size, 
and as it was a slow Tuesday 
afternoon, there was plenty of 
time to ask questions. The es-
padrille is an ecological light 
shoe made with natural ma-
terials hemp, jute, esparto for 
the sole and cotton and linen 
for the instep. The shoes are 
perfect for an animal rights 
person since no animal hide is 
used. Having purchased a pair 
myself, I can attest they really 
are very comfortable.

We ended our day by going 
to a tapas restaurant, which 
was only three blocks from 
our hotel. It did not open till 
8 p.m and quickly filled with 
customers. We ordered three 
different tapas and the best 
was a Ravioli Potato Casseole. 
Barcelona was really starting 
to grow on us and we had not 
even seen the world famous 
Antoni Gaudi Cathedral, 
which was the main reason for 
wanting to come to Barcelona. 

Third day in Barcelona and 
we were moving to our ship 
for a couple nights in port be-
fore sailing. Tom scheduled a 
walking tapas tour and it be-
came a personal tour for just 
the two of us. Apparently the 
tour operator does not have a 
minimum.  

Our guide was Donita, 
who spoke excellent English. 
Taking one of the yellow and 
black taxis, the only taxi color 
available, we met our guide at 

the largest open-air farmers 
market in the city. Lots of in-
teresting food, especially the 
fish and cheese and all beau-
tifully displayed. She advised 
never to buy fish on Mondays 
as the fishermen do not fish 
on Sunday so one is getting 
Saturday’s fish. 

The tapas places she select-
ed were delicious and because 
it was just Tom and I she was 
able to include a lot of histor-
ical information. After the last 
stop of the tapas tour we asked 
her where we should go to 
catch a taxi back, not realizing 
we were only yards away from 
DuQuesa Suites our hotel. 
Tom had made an excellent 
hotel choice.

It was also a short taxi ride 
to the port for our 22-day 
home away from home on 
the cruise ship the Viking Ju-
piter. Smooth check in and no 
obnoxious characters wait-
ing to have you take a picture 
with them was a refreshing 
surprise. One of the most 
annoying things about some 
cruise lines is they want to 
sell something 24/7. Selling 
might be a picture with a silly 
looking costumed character 
at every port, a spa package, 
art work auctions, specialty 
restaurant dining and numer-
ous other items. Viking was 
a great cruise selection for 
people who just want to relax 
and not be bothered by sales 
gimmicks.

Special to The Prairie Press
The massive La Sagrada Familia in Barcelona has been under construction for well over a century. 
It was originally intended as a local Catholic Church but as construction continued it attained the 
status of a cathedral and was declared a basilica by Pope Benedict XVI in 2010. The goal is finish 
it by 2026.
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URBANA — The 2019 crop 
year will live long in the memo-
ry. A record amount of prevent 
plant acres, delayed harvest, 
and considerable dismay over 
USDA reports compounded 
the uncertainty associated with 
the trade war, according to Uni-
versity of Illinois agricultural 
economist Todd Hubbs. 

“Speculation about the acre-
age levels in 2020 is already un-
derway. Current market condi-
tions support acreage increases 
in corn and soybeans in 2020. 
It appears only the magnitude 
of those increases is in doubt,” 
Hubbs says. 

A variety of surveys and pro-
jections by industry analysts 
place 2020 corn acreage close 
to 94 million acres. Soybean 
acreage projections come in 
around 84 million acres. Pros-

pects for 2020 crop acreage 
levels begin with expectations 
about planted acreage for prin-
cipal crops. 

“In 2019, acreage planted 
in principal field crops fell to 
309.3 million acres, down 10.3 
million acres from the previous 
year. A record level of prevent 
plant acreage led to this dramat-
ic drop,” Hubbs explains. 

At 19.6 million acres of pre-
vent plant acres, this crop year 
eclipsed the previous record 
acreage total of 2011 by almost 
10 million acres. Corn prevent 
plant came in at 11.4 million 
acres while soybean prevent 
plant sits at 4.5 million acres. 
Among major field crops, acre-
age increases for corn, barley, 
and oats materialized in 2019 
despite the tough planting con-
ditions. Other field crops acre-
age fell from the previous year. 
Soybean acreage dropped by 

12.5 million acres in 2019 un-
der the complex prevent plant 
decisions that occurred in the 
spring months. 

“Any analysis of principal 
crop acreage requires consid-
ering 2019 as an anomaly. The 
possibility of seeing massive 
prevent plant acreage in suc-
cessive years seems remote,” 
Hubbs notes. “In the four years 
leading into 2019, principal 
crop acreage averaged 318.9 
million acres. An expectation 
of principal crop acreage near 
this level seems reasonable for 
2020. 

“As we move into 2020, 
the prospect of significant ad-
justments in crop acreage in-
creasingly focuses on soybean 
acreage, while acreage changes 
among other crops may be 
in the form of acreage adjust-
ments instead of acreage losses. 
The environment across most 

field crops point to total plant-
ed acreage of principal crops 
near 319 million acres in 2020,” 
he adds. 

In 2019, the combination 
of corn and soybean acres de-
creased to 166.4 million plant-
ed acres, down from 178.7 
million acres in 2018. Over the 
three years before 2019, corn 
and soybean acreage averaged 
178.7 million acres. Corn and 
soybean acreage over those 
years accounted for close to 56 
percent of principal crop totals. 

“For this analysis, principal 
crop acreage near pre-2019 to-
tals and a similar percentage for 
combined corn and soybean 
acres is the expectation. Corn 
and soybean acres near 177.5 
million acres seems a reason-
able estimate. As we move into 
2020, corn and soybean acre-
age shifts depend on the profit-
ability of corn and soybean pro-

duction relative to other crops,” 
Hubbs says. 

He notes that early surveys 
indicate winter wheat acreage is 
set to fall again this year. “After 
planting 31.16 million acres for 
the 2019-20 crop year, expec-
tations place this year’s winter 
wheat acreage near 31.12 mil-
lion acres. Delayed harvesting 
of spring crops and relatively 
low cash prices may see this 
come to pass,” he adds. 

“Wheat prices picked up 
recently and a continuation of 
stronger prices may incentivize 
wheat planting in the spring. 
Still, the USDA forecast of an 
average seasonal price near 
$4.70 for the 2019-20 mar-
keting year may not provide 
enough incentive to see total 
wheat acres above last year’s 
45.2 million acres if it comes to 
fruition,” Hubbs explains. 

Low cotton prices point to-

ward a lower acreage than last 
year’s 13.76 million acres as 
well. The prospects of cotton 
acreage between 10-11 million 
acres open up more acreage for 
other crops. 

“Even if other grains expand 
acreage, the magnitudes of the 
expansion may not amount to 
more than a million acres be-
tween sorghum, rice, barley, 
and oats. The percentage of 
these reduced acres devoted 
to corn and soybeans remains 
an open question. Expanded 
acreage appears likely barring 
a reduction in principal crop 
acreage in 2020 from pre-2019 
levels,” Hubbs notes. 

At present, fall 2020 cash de-
livery prices in central Illinois 
yield a soybean-to-corn price 
ratio near 2.48. Current mar-
ket prices point toward a more 
robust expansion of soybean 

2020: let the speculation begin

See OUTLOOK, Page 7B

PLANTING DATES DO NOT ALWAYS MATTER, SAYS DATA

Special to the Prairie Press

Planting was a struggle during the first half of 2019 due to persistent rain and soggy fields. Some farmers were forced to 
replant damaged acres in the early summer. Nevertheless, both corn and beans yielded  more bushels per acre overall than 
originally thought — a welcome turnaround that reveals planting dates are not everything.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

2019 will go down as one of the most 
challenging crop-growing journeys in 
history; much of that stemming from 
unforgiving weather.

“We've had a challenging growing 
season,” said Brent Lowry, a farmer in 
Searsboro, Iowa.

It all started with what some farmers 
say was an emotionally exhausting and 
draining spring, with delayed planting 
and difficulty getting inputs on.

“It's the worst I've ever seen,” said 
Rob Korff, a farmer in Norborne, Mo., 
when interviewed in late spring. “We've 
been so wet all winter and spring where 
everyone was behind, it was a struggle 
to get anhydrous and fertilizer on. It 
was a struggle to get the crop in, and 
conditions weren't the best, and now 
we got the monsoon of rain. Farmers 
are spotting in corn, some guys tearing 
up corn. There's people still replanting 
corn today here on June 11. I don't 
know what that means for any kind of 
yield going forward.”

The hiccups in the growing season 
didn’t stop there. Then, it turned to a 
drawn-out harvest at fall.

“Last night for the first time we got 
snowed out harvesting beans,” said 
Lowry, back in October.

2019 will be a year to remember, and 
one some are ready to forget. It was a 
year of many firsts, yet the outcome of 
2019 is producing surprising results.

“We are above our APH on beans, 
and it's been really surprising because 
we didn't plant a single soybean until 
June 6,” said Dave Walton, a farmer in 
Wilton, Iowa. “Everything that I know 
as an agronomist tells me we shouldn’t 
see those type of bean yields, but we 
did.”

Many other farmers in Iowa are 
feeling the same. The soybean crop 
was planted late and so was some of 
the corn, yet yields are still coming in 
strong.

“We've had corn-field averages from 
198 to 230 (bushels per acre),” said 
Doug Greeson, a farmer in Packwood, 
Iowa. “I’m just extremely happy with 
that.”

Overall, yields have been better than 
expected by far, especially on soybeans,” 
said Lowry. “A lot of June-planted soy-
beans in this area planted  late, and  we 
assumed we’d see 40 to 50 bushel when 
we planted them. A lot of them beans 

are considerably better than that.”
The yield story is one many growers 

didn’t see coming, creating a year full 
of agronomic lessons that could last a 
lifetime.

“For instance, we would tell a grower 
not to mud corn in unless he's doing it 
for crop insurance. That corn stand is so 
crucial, make sure you get it right. And 
we saw that this year,” said Ken Ferrie, 
Farm Journal Field Agronomist and 
owner of Crop-Tech Consulting, Hey-
worth.

Ferrie said 2019 taught everyone that 
planting dates don’t always matter.

“If we look at planter studies and 
planter attachments and how we can 
teach the planter to dance, it's just as 
important on June 5 as it is on May 5 as 
it is on April 15, and I think this was a 
good teaching year for that.”

Ferrie said as genetics continue to 
improve, the crop is a little more for-
giving when it comes to weather and 
planting dates.

“The idea of getting in a panic and 
forcing that crop in, I don't think we 
have to do that anymore,” he said.

Ferrie said the thought that a grower 
is giving up bushels after a certain plant-
ing date proved to be a myth this year.

“We have the technology that allows 
us to plant fast and do it in marginal 
conditions that were too wet when 
Grandpa used to plant,” he said. “To-

day, we can actually plant some corn in 
pretty good conditions.”

The key to this year’s crop and sur-
prising yield results, in Ferrie’s mind, 
was the finish.

“In Illinois, we did finish strong, so 
the last 30 days were pretty productive,” 
he said. “With a lot of our new genetics 
today, the last 30 days make the crop.”

As surprising yields poured in, Fer-
rie said soybeans showed fall weather 
is key.

“The pod counts were down in our 
soybeans, but seed size was up,” he said. 
“That means the end of the season was 
a go for the soybean, and proved the 
whole ‘don't never walk away from a 
growing crop,’ because you don't know 
when the next opportunity is going to 
come along.”

Ferrie said focusing on the fall weath-
er during the end of the growing season 
has been a game changer for yields.

“It seems like our September and Oc-
tober window has changed somewhat 
in the last 10 years, or definitely the last 
five years, and we can count on more 
heat,” said Ferrie. “It's kind of hard to 
count on September to finish out your 
crop, but that seems to be what's taking 
place.”

The surprising yields also left a last-
ing impression on the commodity mar-
kets.

Lessons learned in 2019

Special to the Prairie Press

As if the wet spring was not disruptive enough, many farmers also had to watch 
their acres fall victim to early freezes and snow that kept combines out of the 
fields. 

See LESSONS, Page 7B
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URBANA — Recent 
announcements on the 
completion of a phase one 
trade deal show promise 
for stronger corn prices in 
2020 despite limited de-
tails on the actual outlines 
of the agreement, accord-
ing to University of Illinois 
agricultural economist 
Todd Hubbs. 

“While we wait on the 
information associated 
with the trade agreement, 
a series of reports come out 
on Jan. 10 that provide an 
indication of the direction 
for corn prices as we move 
toward planting season,” 
Hubbs says. “One of the 
key reports released on 
that date is the Dec. 1 corn 
stocks report.” 

Corn stock estimates 
show the level of corn con-
sumption during the first 
quarter of the marketing 
year. The estimate allows 
for an updated projection 
of stock levels likely avail-
able at the end of the mar-
keting year. 

Anticipating the Dec. 1 
corn inventories is difficult, 
Hubbs says, because the 
final estimate of the 2019 
crop size and the scale of 
consumption during the 
first quarter of the market-
ing year are unknown. 

“The December fore-
cast for corn production 
is correct at 13.66 billion 
bushels. If the production 
projection and the con-
sumption level for feed and 
residual use is on pace to 
meet the USDA’s current 
forecast during the market-
ing year, a Dec. 1 stocks-es-
timate calculation is possi-
ble using currently known 
consumption data,” Hubbs 
explains. “A corn produc-
tion total at projected lev-
els seems like a particularly 
strong assumption given 
the amount of corn still in 
the field in December.  

Nonetheless, a Dec. 1 
stocks estimate near the 
calculated value under 
present USDA projections 
is somewhat bearish for 
corn prices, Hubbs adds. 
An estimate substantially 
different from the calculat-
ed value may result in price 
movements. 

Official Census Bureau 
export estimates are avail-
able for September and 
October. USDA cumula-
tive weekly export inspec-
tion estimates are available 
through the week that 
ended Dec. 5. Cumulative 
export inspections for Sep-
tember, October and No-
vember totaled 243 million 
bushels. Census Bureau 
estimates through Octo-
ber exceeded cumulative 
export inspections by 24.3 
million bushels. 

“Assuming the same dif-
ference continued through 
November, corn exports 

December 
1st corn 
stocks just 
released

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

B L O O M I N G T O N 
— Agriculture students 
and Illinois Farm Bureau® 
(IFB) members and their 
children are encouraged to 
apply for 76 college schol-
arships offered by the IAA 
Foundation, Illinois Farm 
Bureau’s charitable arm. 

The scholarships, rang-
ing from $1,000 to $7,500, 
will be awarded in a total 
of $118,000 for the 2020-
2021 school year. The mis-
sion of the IAA Founda-
tion, Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
charitable arm, is to fund 
education, research and 
charitable activities that 
benefit Illinois farm fami-
lies and agriculture. 

“We are pleased to rec-
ognize students through 
our growing scholarship 
program,” said Jennifer 
Smith, Development Man-
ager, IAA Foundation. “It 
is a privilege to support the 
next generation of leaders 
and encourage degrees in 
agriculture-related fields.” 

Students may apply for 
a variety of scholarships, 
including three IAA Foun-
dation Top Scholarships, 
where winners will each 
receive $5,000 awards. 
Another $7,500 award 
goes to the Illinois Farm 
Bureau Legacy of Leader-
ship scholarship winner. 
In addition to family schol-
arships often established 
to honor the memory of a 
loved one, the IAA Foun-
dation offers scholarships 
on behalf of organizations 
such as Prairie Farms 
Dairy. 

All applicants must be 
high school seniors ac-
cepted for enrollment, or 
students already enrolled 
at an accredited college, 
university or community 
college. Scholarships are 
awarded for exceptional 
academics, leadership and 
community involvement. 
Previous winners of an 
IAA Foundation scholar-
ship are eligible to apply 
again.

A full listing of available 
scholarships and eligibility 
guidelines is available on 
the Foundation website, 
www.iaafoundation.org. 
The application opened 
Dec. 1 and must be com-
pleted online by Feb. 1. 

For more information, 
contact the local coun-
ty Farm Bureau, the IAA 
Foundation at 

309-557-2232 or e-mail 
Jennifer Smith at jsmith@
ilfb.org .  

Illinois Farm 
Bureau 
families are 
eligible for 
scholarships
76 agriculture 
scholarships 
of varying 
size available, 
applications due 
Feb. 1, 2020

See CORN, Page 8B
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during the first quarter of the 
marketing year were likely very 
close to 267 million bushels,” 
Hubbs says. “This export total 
would be about 365 million 
bushels less than during the 
first quarter last year.” 

Based on estimates in the 
USDA Grain Crushings and 
Co-Products Production re-
ports, 842.5 million bushels 
of corn use for ethanol and 
co-product production oc-
curred in September and Oc-
tober of 2019.  The use of corn 
for the production of those 
products during November 
can be estimated based on the 
U.S. Energy Information Ad-
ministration (EIA) ethanol 
production estimate for No-
vember. The production esti-
mate for November relies on 
weekly EIA estimates, which 
sometimes differ from the sub-
sequent monthly estimates. 

Weekly ethanol production 
totals pointed to November 
2017 ethanol production of 
1.317 billion gallons, 1 per-
cent smaller than production 
in November 2018. Last No-
vember, 454.3 million bushels 
of corn were used for ethanol 
and co-product production. A 
1 percent decrease would put 
November 2019 corn use at 
448 million bushels and use 
during the first quarter of the 
marketing year at 1.290 billion 
bushels. 

For the 2019-20 marketing 
year, the USDA projects do-
mestic corn consumption for 
the production of food, seed, 
and industrial products other 
than ethanol at 1.415 billion 
bushels. The projection is iden-
tical to the consumption totals 
during the previous marketing 
year. Quarterly consumption 
for those products is relatively 
consistent in most marketing 
years, Hubbs said. “If USDA 
projections are correct, the first 

quarter this year would have 
resulted in a use level of about 
345 million bushels.” 

The Dec. 1 stocks estimate 
reveals the size of the feed 
and residual category for the 
first quarter of the marketing 
year. The USDA has projected 
feed and residual use of corn 
at 5.275 billion bushels. In 
the previous marketing year, 
feed and residual use for corn 
totaled 2.287 billion bushels 
during the first quarter. Over 
the last five years, first-quarter 
feed and residual use came in 
near 42 percent of final market-
ing-year totals. 

“If the current USDA pro-
jection is correct, feed and re-
sidual use in the first quarter 
totals 2.211 billion bushels. 
Given the growth in the live-
stock sector over the last year, 
feed and residual use should be 
proceeding more rapidly than 
last year. An increase in feed 
use for corn over 150 million 
bushels seems possible given 

the size of the livestock herd in 
the first quarter,” Hubbs said. 

Corn consumption during 
the first quarter of the market-
ing year is estimated to be near 
4.11 billion bushels. Stocks of 
corn at the beginning of the 
marketing year totaled 2.114 
billion bushels. Corn imports 
during the quarter were likely 
near 7 million bushels. With a 
crop of 13.66 billion bushels, 
the corn supply totaled 15.782 
billion bushels. The calculation 
for the Dec. 1 stocks estimate is 
11.665 billion bushels, around 
268 million bushels lower than 
last year. 

“A substantial deviation from 
this estimate looks probable 
given increased feed usage and 
significant delays in harvesting 
that may impact the size of 
the 2019 crop,” said Hubbs. “A 
drop in corn production near 
200 million bushels or more 
remains a possibility. This year 
a range of corn stocks estimates 
remains feasible.”

CORN
FROM PAGE 7B

acreage than corn. Corn acre-
age near 92.1 million acres and 
soybean acres at 85.4 million 
acres indicates a 2.2 million 
and 8.9 million acre increase 
in corn and soybean acreage, 
respectively. Hubbs notes that 
a resolution to the trade war or 
substantial changes in current 
2019 crop production levels 
may alter this scenario signifi-
cantly. 

The market will continue 
to form expectations about 

“I think the market got 
burned, and the fact that we 
had some of the worst weath-
er and worst growing seasons 
that we’ve had, we couldn’t 
get the crop in the ground,” 
said Mark Gold, Top Third Ag 
Marketing.

Gold said a delayed plant-
ing sprouted a bullish reac-
tion in the markets. Once the 
market realized a late-planted 
crop could still be made, that 
reaction turned sour.

“We fell apart, because we 
had good weather in Septem-
ber,” said Gold. “Corn, wheat 
and soybeans, which looked 
like they could go nowhere 

really but up because of all 
the delayed planting and the 
lousy weather and the wet 
cold spring, a lot of guys put 
big bets on that in the markets, 
and it didn't work out. We 
found out that you can make a 
soybean crop and a corn crop 
in September.”

As farmers look forward to 
2020, 2019 will remain a bit-
tersweet year.  

“We just hope not to repeat 
the season again, but happy 
with the yields we got,” said 
Lowry. “It's been a struggle 
from the spring, and it's been 
a struggle to finish.”

2019 had a bitter bite but 
a sweet finish for some. It’s a 
year agriculture will never ful-
ly forget.

LESSONS
FROM PAGE 8B

Thanksgiving was the kick-
off to a month of bookkeep-
ing, depreciation schedules 

and check-
book balanc-
ing for my 
parents on 
the southern 
Illinois dairy 
farm of my 
youth. It cul-
minated in 
an afternoon 
meeting — 
usually the 
week after 

Christmas — where my 
father would detail the farm’s 
annual performance to his 
three, city-dwelling partners 
and lay out his plans for the 
coming year.

The meeting bordered on 
solemn. We children were 
ordered out of the house so 
these serious people could 
discuss serious plans that 
involved serious money 
without a giggle or footstep 
to distract their deliberations.

The entire afternoon was 
so serious to my mother, 
who was never invited to the 
meeting despite possessing 
the best working knowledge 
of the farm’s finances — she 
was its bookkeeper — that 
she called it “congress.”

No, not that Congress; it 
was her personal congress, 
the one whose actions one 
afternoon each year could 
alter her family’s livelihood 
as soon as next week and her 
children’s lives forever.

As such, she made certain 
Dad knew where every farm 
dollar came from and went 
to; how many calves, heifers, 
and cows had been born, 
bought or butchered; and the 
down-to-the-penny profit the 
partners would pocket be-
cause of his — and, frankly, 
her — skills.

It was no accident that 
their year-end work and 
planning delivered: silos rose, 
debts fell, and sturdy lives 
were built. Institutions like 
family, church and state were 
critically important, too, be-
cause they delivered support, 
hope and justice.

Those days, like Mom’s 
congress, are long gone. So, 
too, it often seems, is our 
trust in the institutions and 
people that guided us back 
then. For almost 50 years, the 
farm partnership estab-
lished by my grandfather 
and continued by my father 
operated on nothing more 
than a handshake and the 
person’s integrity it represent-
ed. Today that would be seen 
as crazy.

Back then, crazy would 

have been partners so 
distrustful of each other that 
they needed a signed contract 
to keep each other honest. 
Had that been the case, I’m 
certain they never would 
have partnered to create 
something new, productive 
and lasting out of the sand 
and black gumbo of the Mis-
sissippi River bottoms.

Today, however, crazy 
seems to be exactly how 
business is done in American 
agriculture. Proof abounds.

Right now, crazy is seeing 
a highly contagious swine 
disease wipe out more hogs 
in China in six months than 
the United States will grow 
this year and, yet, U.S. cash 
hog prices are so low that 
independent producers are 
now losing $50 per head.

Crazy is the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture now 
sending another $7.8 billion 
in trade mitigation payments 
— on top of the $6.69 billion 
sent earlier this fall and the 
$8.6 billion sent in 2018 — 
to farmers to, literally, paper 
over the White House’s no-
end-in-sight trade war with 
China.

Crazy is maintaining that 
this irredeemable, costly mess 
remains China’s fault because 
it responded to U.S. tariffs 
with, as Secretary of Agricul-
ture Sonny Perdue loves to 
say, unfair trade retaliation.

Crazy is President Donald. 
J. Trump continuing to falsely 
claim that every penny of the 
$23.1 billion in mitigation 
money sent to farmers comes 
from import tariffs paid to 
the U.S. by China when every 
economist — including those 
on the president’s own staff 
— say that’s provably untrue.

Crazy is how low grain and 
livestock prices must persist 
before any responsible policy 
maker on either side of the 
government divide admits 
the obvious: that our crop 
insurance/export-centered 
ag policy continues to bleed 
equity and people out of rural 
America at an alarming rate 
while placing the nation’s 
food- and fiber-growing 
future on fewer people and 
even bigger agbiz.

Crazy is that everyone of 
us, to some extent large or 
small, is responsible for these 
failures present and future.

Crazier still is that none of 
us were raised that way.

(Alan Guebert is an 
award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who 
was raised on an 720-acre, 
100-cow southern Illinois dairy 
farm. Email him at agcomm@
farmandfoodfile.com.)

We’re not crazy, but 
the times certainly are

acreage devoted to corn 
and soybeans.  Preliminary 
surveys of farmers’ planting 
intentions for 2020 indicate 
an expansion of corn and 
soybean acreage. 

“Thus far, all surveys have 
indicated a reduction of 
wheat and cotton acreage. 
Data availability on acreage 
prospects in 2020 begins 
with the USDA's Jan. 10 
Winter Wheat Seedings re-
port and will be followed by 
the March 31 Prospective 
Plantings report,” Hubbs 
concludes. 

ALAN
GUEBERT
FARM AND 
FOOD FILE



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2019  |  9BNEWS

Puzzles

Across
 1. Make ale
 5. Residue
 8. Female parent
12. Succulent plants
14. OJ’s judge
15. Czech river
16. Embarrassing predicament
18. NHL legend Bobby
19. Sunfish
20. One who acclaims
21. On the __: running away
22. Oklahoma’s “Wheat Capital”
23. The Golden State
26. Merrymake
30. Siberian nomads
31. Pock-marked
32. Baleen whale
33. Leaf-footed bug genus
34. Treasure
39. Tanzanian shilling
42. Changed
44. Intestinal pouches
46. Walked in a celebratory way
47. South American mountain 
chain
49. Jai __, sport
50. Consumed
51. Firm
56. Pubs
57. Leafy drink
58. Cured
59. Northern wind of France
60. Tax collector
61. Respite from the sun
62. American spy Aldrich
63. Central Standard Time
64. Myanmar ethnic group

Clues Down
 1. Crush
 2. Razorbill genus

 3. “Full House” actress 
Loughlin
 4. Bluish green
 5. Garlic mayonnaise
 6. Attacks repeatedly
 7. Secretion
 8. Special instance
 9. A handsome youth loved 
by Aphrodite
10. Tree genus in the 
mahogany family
11. Israeli city
13. Formed a theory

17. Remove
24. Type of light
25. Repeats
26. Certified public accountant
27. River in eastern France
28. Returned material 
authorization (abbr.)
29. Special __: military group
35. Ribonucleic acid
36. Not even
37. Power transmission belt
38. Doctor of Education
40. Type of nerve

CROSSWORD

41. Types of tops
42. Large primate
43. Flooded, low-lying land
44. Gritty
45. Gets up
47. Stake
48. Not the most
49. Swedish rock group
52. Expresses pleasure
53. Expression of boredom
54. Queen of Sparta
55. Where Adam and Eve 
were placed at the Creation

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

had placed the protesting 
turtle inside the car’s trunk, 
shutting the lid, locking the 
beast in with a spare tire for 
company.  Boog drove home.

At first sight of the giant 
turtle, the thought of deli-
cious turtle soup had crossed 
his mind. Yet, by the time 
he returned home an hour 
later, several distractions had 
caused him to completely 
forget about the beast. Stops 
at an insurance office, a 
bank, a supermarket and gas 

station completely erased his 
thoughts of turtle soup. Not 
only that, but the glimpse of 
a buxom blonde standing on 
the street corner added even 
more distraction.  

Boog arrived at home, 
grabbed a pack of tater chips 
to augment a cold beer, and 
settled nicely in the lounge 
chair in front of the TV.

All this activity set the 
stage for what happened 
next. Lucille, Boog’s wife, 
headed downtown for a 
beauty shop appointment. 
Along the way a strange loud 
noise caught her attention. 

It sounded like something 
sizeable and very much alive 
was making a racket in the 
back seat.  By coincidence, 
she was passing the police 
station, so in desperation 
and fear, she turned into the 
parking lot.  

A uniformed officer was 
standing on the front steps.

“May I help you, ma’am?” 
he asked, detecting her sense 
of urgent concern.

Another policeman soon 
appeared and listened to 
Lucille’s description of 
something loud, strange and 
powerful inside her car. The 

officers in blue opened the 
trunk totally mystified.  

What they discovered 
was a giant snapping turtle 
that had ripped through 
the firewall and was tearing 
through springs and stuffing 
in the back seat. The turtle, 
obviously very angry, turned 
toward them, snarled and 
hissed repeatedly, ready for 
war.

Ultimately six policemen 
soon arrived to witness the 
unusual scene. They request-
ed the city’s animal control 
officer, who showed up with 
a caged panel truck, man-

handled the turtle and drove 
to a sizeable creek where it 
was humanely released.

Boog, of course, was able 
to explain how the turtle 
occupied the rear of Lucille’s 
new car, which had sustained 
some expensive damage. Her 
initial remarks neatly sum-
marized the situation.

“That’s what happens 
when a woman marries a 
river rat,” she said. 

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

CODGER
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it. This quiche requires 45 
minutes to bake and to stand 
before cutting to serve. Plan 
accordingly.

One of my late husband’s 
favorite meals was breakfast 
for dinner — and I don’t 
mean running out to Denny’s 
or Waffle House — although 
I will admit we did do that 
on occasion. I love pimento 
cheese and how can one 
go wrong with a breakfast 
casserole with ham, hash 
brown potatoes and a Tex-
Mex flavor? It’s made easy 
with refrigerated hash brown 
potatoes, this casserole gets its 
touch of heat from a home-
made pimiento cheese. 

When I made this casserole 
for dinner, I cut back half on 
the jalapeño chiles. Other-
wise it was a little too spicy 
for us. It’s great warmed up 
for lunch or breakfast the next 

day.
Can’t stand the thought of 

using the leftover ham? The 
good news is leftover ham 
is easily frozen for up to two 
months. Be sure to use good 
quality Ziplock freezer bags, 
and label them with the date 
and contents. Consider dicing 
some of the ham which makes 
it easy to remove from the 
freezer and use in a recipe in 
a pinch.

Growing up, my mom 
always, always served ham 
and cooked cabbage on New 
Years Day. We were required 
to take at least a bite and as 
children, we thought that was 
all we could stand. It’s funny 
that after Mom died in 2012, 
there’s definitely something 
comforting about ham and 
cabbage. Here’s hoping I share 
it with my family this year.

(Nancy Zeman is the 
publisher and part-owner of 
The Prairie Press. Email her at 
nzeman@prairiepress.net.)

ZEMAN
FROM PAGE 1B

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net

HAM, PINEAPPLE AND 
CHEDDAR QUICHE

Crust 
3 tablespoons butter or marga-

rine, softened 
1 1/4 cups Original Bisquick™ 

mix 
2 tablespoons boiling water 

Filling 
1 1/2 cups shredded sharp 

Cheddar cheese (6 oz) 
3/4 cup finely chopped cooked 

ham (4 oz) 
3 medium green onions, sliced 

(3 tablespoons) 
1 can (8 oz) pineapple tidbits in 

juice, well drained 
3 eggs 
3/4 cup half-and-half 
1/4 teaspoon white pepper 

Heat oven to 350°F. Spray 
9-inch glass pie plate with 
cooking spray. In medium bowl, 

cut butter into Bisquick mix, 
using pastry blender (or pulling 
2 table knives through ingre-
dients in opposite directions), 
until crumbly. Add boiling water; 
stir vigorously until soft dough 
forms. Press dough on bottom 
and up side of pie plate, using 
fingers dipped in Bisquick mix, 
forming edge on rim of pie plate. 

Sprinkle cheese, ham, onions 
and pineapple in crust. In medi-
um bowl, beat eggs, half-and-
half and pepper until blended. 
Pour into crust. 

Bake 40 to 45 minutes or 
until knife inserted in center 
comes out clean. Let stand 10 
minutes before serving. 

PIMIENTO-CHEESE 
BREAKFAST CASSEROLE

Ingredients
1 block (8 oz) sharp Cheddar 

cheese, shredded 
1/2 cup mayonnaise 
2 jars (4 oz each) diced pimiento 

peppers, well drained 
1 can (4.5 oz) Old El Paso™ 

chopped green chiles 
1/2 cup thinly sliced green 

onions 
2 tablespoons finely chopped 

jarred pickled jalapeño chiles 
2 teaspoons Worcestershire 

sauce 
1/4 teaspoon ground red pepper 

(cayenne), if desired 
10 eggs 
1 package (20 oz) refrigerated 

shredded hash brown 
potatoes 

2 cups chopped cooked ham 

Heat oven to 350°F. Spray 
13x9-inch (3-quart) baking dish 
with cooking spray. 

In large bowl, beat cheese, 
mayonnaise, pimiento peppers, 
green chiles, green onions, 
jalapeño chiles, Worcestershire 
sauce and ground red pepper 
with electric mixer on medium 
speed 1 to 2 minutes or until 
creamy. 

In another large bowl, beat 
eggs with whisk; stir in cheese 
mixture. Add potatoes and ham 
to bowl; stir until well mixed. 
Transfer mixture to baking dish. 

Bake 43 to 48 minutes or 
until edges are golden brown 
and center is set. Let stand 15 
minutes; top with parsley before 
serving. 
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training
Over 40 years experience. 
Offers 6 wks Beginners and 
Advanced classes $90 Starting 
February 2
Call 217-275-3465

3-4 Bedroom House for Rent
$700/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

Nice 2 BR, 1 Bathroom, with 
garage, no pets, references 
required, $600 + deposit
Call 217-264-1379, leave 
message

FOR SALE
311 E. Madison, Great fixer 
upper,2 bdrm, 8700 sq.ft lot, 
some repairs with water 
heater, new tile in kitchen and 
a few things in the bathroom.. 
$10,900 or best offer deed in 
hand call 264-1865

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing 
in Paris, IL. Rent based on 
income. One bedroom with 
washer/dryer, pet friendly. 
One month free rent. (309) 
673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  

Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

For Rent
1 bedroom house. phone 
217-463-8800. Leave message. 
$450.00/month plus deposit

New Electric Guitar- Amplifier is 
set right, Tuned Music will not 
come about. Need someone to  
to work on the knobs. 
Please call 217-264-8900

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

Petitioner:

SUSAN RAPHAEL KING

PUBLICATION NOTICE OF 
COURT 

DATE FOR PETITION FOR 
NAME CHANGE

A Petition to change my name 
from SUSAN RAPHAEL KING 
to SUSAN RAPHAEL BROOKS 
was filed on December 10th, 
2019. A hearing on said Petition 
will be held on Friday, January 
31, 2020, at 10:00 A.M., at the 
Edgar County Courthouse, Paris, 
Illinois. 

Dated this 10th day of December, 
2019.

SUSAN RAPHAEL KING

THIS DOCUMENT PREPARED 
BY: Larry B. Jones, ARDC 
#3122653
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, 
P.C.
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: (217)465-7525
Fax: (217)466-2230
larry@jonesgriffinlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS 
EDGAR COUNTY                    
PARIS, ILLINOIS 
CITY OF PARIS,

 Plaintiff,                              
   vs.                                     

 JERRY D. KRAEMER JR., 
JACKIE L. KRAEMER,  FIRST 
MID BANK & TRUST F/K/A  

FIRST BANK & TRUST, 
MIDLAND FUNDING,  LLC, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, AND 

NON-RECORD  CLAIMANTS
 Defendants. 

No. 2019-MR-66

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS 

Notice is hereby given to JERRY 
D. KRAEMER JR. and JACKIE 
L. KRAEMER, that a Complaint 
has been filed in the above 
entitled cause on December 13, 
2019 requesting abatement of 
nuisance, demolition of unsafe 

buildings, and other relief. 

(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above. 

(ii) The Court in which said 
action was brought is identified 
above. 

(iii) The name of the title holder 
of record is JERRY D. KRAEMER 
JR. and JACKIE L. KRAEMER. 

(iv) The legal description of the 
property is: 

The North 69 feet of even width 
of the South 124 feet of even 
width of Lot No. 18 in Joseph A. 
Brown’s Heirs’ Addition to the 
City of Paris. 

PREIN: 09-18-01-379-002 

(v) Common address of subject 
real estate is: 607 Ten Broeck 
Street, Paris, IL. 

JERRY D. KRAEMER JR. 
and JACKIE L. KRAEMER, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS 
are served by publication of 
this Notice. Unless JERRY D. 
KRAEMER JR. and JACKIE L. 
KRAEMER, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS 
file an answer to the Complaint 
in this case or otherwise make 
an appearance in this case on 
or before January 21, 2020, 
a default judgment may be 
entered against such JERRY 
D. KRAEMER JR. and JACKIE 
L. KRAEMER,  UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS at any time after 
that day in accordance with 
the remedies requested in the 
Complaint. 

ANGELA R. BARRETT CIRCUIT 
CLERK 

FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. Kash, 
Jr.) 129 North Central Avenue 
Paris, IL 61944-1704 Telephone: 
217-465-4196 Fax: 217-466-1213 
Email: service@fgklaw.net

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on JANUARY 9, 
2020, to satisfy liens held on de-
linquent accounts located at the 
below properties and ending at 
the assigned times. The auction 
is an online auction conducted 
at www.storagetreasures.com. 
610 E. Jasper St. Paris, IL @ 
12:00PM CST: Tammy Kerrick 
(309-168); Chelsea N Julian 
(309-165); Samantha N Libka 
(309-170); Jessy L Spencer 
(309-140); Bradley Cooley 
(309-119).

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on DECEMBER 23, 2019 a 
certificate was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of Edgar 
County, Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post office address 
of all of the persons owning, 
conducting, and transacting the 
business known as:

COPPER KETTLE  LOGISTICS

LOCATED AT:  712 E. MADISON, 
CHRISMAN, IL 61924

OWNER(S):  RONALD L. 
JOHNSON

DATED: DECEMBER 23, 2019

August H. Griffin
 Edgar County Clerk

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

LIVE & SIMULCAST ONLINE AUCTION!
MULTI-CONSIGNOR CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Sunday, January 19th @ Noon IL. Time
Antiques, Quality Furniture, Collectibles & More!

*Visit us at calliebaberuction.com & click “ONLINE BIDDING!”*

JOHN & JANE CHEESEWRIGHT OF DANA, IN. Downsizing! (Part 2)
Primitives, Antiques, Sports Collectibles, Farm Toys & More! 
Auction Begins To Close Monday, Feb. 10th at 4pm IL Time

Click “online bidding” calliebaberauction.com 

House For Sale 
This property located at 505 Railroad in 

Vermilion, Illinois is a 1,667 sq. ft. 
one-story home with a half basement, 

detached 1-car garage, and a fully equipped 
woodworking shop behind the house.  House 
consists of a living room, dining room, kitch-
en, utility room, 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, and 

bonus room.  All appliances 
and contents of shop remain with the house. 
House has newer windows and vinyl siding. 
 Contact Jones & Griffin Law Offices at 

(217) 465-7525 for viewing.

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 51 
WATER: WATER RATES

SECTION 51.02
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Chrisman, Illinois, that:

SECTION 1: CHAPTER 51: WATER; SECTION 51.02 WATER RATES be and is
hereby amended to read as follows, to-wit:

 A. Rates. The following shall be the rates of charge of water from  
  the city water supply system.

  1.     The basis user rate of $5 per 1,000 gallons shall be 
          applied to all users for water consumption in excess of  
          1,000 gallons per month. A minimum charge of $5 per  
         month shall be applied to all users whose water consump- 
                         tion does not exceed 1,000 gallons per month.

  2.    Service outside city limits: Customers who are outside city  
                         limits shall have the same rates as customers who are in  
          city limits.
 B. Effective dates. Rates and service charges shall be effective as  
  of 1-1-2020, and on the bills to be rendered for the month being
  1-2-2020.
 C. Increases. Water rates starting January 1, 2020, will see an  
  increase of $0.25 per 1,000 gallons. Minimum water and sewer  
  bills for in town residents not to exceed $10.25.
 D. Penalty fee. A penalty of 10% will be added to any bill not paid  
  by the fifteenth of the month.

SECTION 2
                 Any ordinance or clause or provision of any Ordinance in conflict with 
this Ordinance is hereby repealed.

 SECTION 3
   This Ordinance shall take full effect from and after its passage, signing, 
recording and publication pursuant to law.

CITY OF CHRISMAN ORDINANCE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT

Call
Today

or 
Stop By

REUSE
the news
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ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 54
 SEWERS: CONNECTION OF HOUSE SEWERS WITH STORM OR SANITARY 

SEWERS SECTION 54.09(F)

BE IT ORDAINED: by the Council of the City of Chrisman, Illinois, that:

SECTION 1: CHAPTER 54: SEWERS; SECTION 54.09 CONNECTION OF HOUSE 
SEWERS WITH STORM OR SANITARY SEWERS (F) be and is hereby amended 
to read as follows, to-wit:
 (F) The inspection and connection fees shall be as follows.
  (1) The connection  fee for strictly non-sanitary sewers shall  
   be $50.
  (2) The connection fee shall be $750 for strictly sanitary  
   sewers.
  (3) No person other than city employees shall be permitted  
   to tap sewers.

SECTION 2

 Any ordinance or clause or provision of any Ordinance in conflict with this 
Ordinance is hereby repealed.

SECTION 3
   This Ordinance shall take full effect from and after its passage, signing, 
recording and publication pursuant to law.

CITY OF CHRISMAN ORDINANCE

101 N. Central Ave. 217-921-3216
Paris, IL, 61944 (F) 217-921-3309

Puppet stand a reality
BY STEVEN SPEARIE
The State Journal-Register

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. 
(AP) — The first thing 
Sara Gwaltney’s class did 
Wednesday with its new 
puppet stand was to put on 
a show of “Old McDonald 
Had A Farm.”

So with an “oink, oink 
here” and an “oink, oink 
there,” the class said its 
thanks for the gift from 
Horace Mann employees.

“There are so many skills 
happening here (with 
the puppet stand),” said 
Gwaltney, who is in her 
second year of teaching 
3-, 4- and 5-year-olds at 
District 186’s Early Learn-
ing Center. “They’re tak-
ing turns, they’re singing, 
they’re using literacy in the 
classroom, they’re having 
to problem-solve ... Those 
are some big things they 
have to do.”

The center serves more 
than 600 children in its 
Early Childhood Special 
Education and Early Start 
programs.

Horace Mann em-
ployees donated $3,000 
to HMGives to Donor-

sChoose, an employee-driven 
fundraiser thanking educa-
tors in three of the company’s 
office locations, including 
20 classrooms in Sangamon 
County, said Michelle Ec-
cles, Horace Mann’s public 
relations manager. The com-
pany donated $2 for every $1 
donated by employees up to 
$2,500 for a total donation of 
$8,000, she added.

Eccles and Ashley Walker, 
an assistant actuary, present-
ed the gift. The bonus of a 
puppet show “was great,” Ec-
cles said. “What a great feel-
ing to be able to see that pure 
joy with the puppet show.

“(Our employees) love to 
see educators getting the tools 
they need for their classrooms 
and they get jazzed about 
helping out educators be-
cause that’s what we do each 
and every day,” she added.

Gwaltney said the gift 
couldn’t have come at a bet-
ter time. She said she sent her 
principal, Charlena Jackson, 
and some other ELC teachers 
emails asking if someone had 
an extra puppet stand.

Two days later, Eccles 
emailed Gwaltney saying the 
entire thing had been funded.

“It’s just a nice Christmas 
gift for us in the classroom 
and we’re very much appre-
ciative,” Gwaltney said.

Jackson said the puppet 
stand fosters a love of reading 
among Gwaltney’s students 
as well as helping them with 
story comprehension.

A lot of the kids, Gwaltney 
said, haven’t been to a day 
care center or around other 
children so when they come 
into a class with 20 others 
they have to learn social skills. 
“We start from Day 1 teaching 
them about the expectations 
in the classroom and the ex-
pectations in the building.”

Gwaltney also has taught 
in Chatham, Sherman, and 
in private day care in Spring-
field. “They pick up learning 
so easily and there’s some-
thing about watching a child 
being able to do something 
for the first time and being 
able to talk to parents about 
that that is very rewarding. 
You watch them start out the 
year maybe not talking to 
anyone and six weeks later, 
they’re having conversations 
and getting along.

“It’s just a really rewarding 
job.”

Crosses for losses leader retires

Walk honors organ donors
QUINCY, Ill. (AP) — 

Kristen DeVine knew her 
younger sister Rachel Snel-
ling would want to help as 
many people as she could. 
That was Rachel.

A certified medical assis-
tant for Blessing Physician 
Services for three years, 
Rachel, 25, died unexpect-
edly from a ruptured blood 
vessel in her brain June 3 at 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital in 
St. Louis.

As Rachel was an organ 
donor, the staff at Barnes 
offered the family the op-
portunity to participate in 
the hospital’s Honor Walk 
program.

An Honor Walk is of-
fered to the family of an 
organ donor as the donor 

is escorted from their hospital 
room. Caregivers and other 
staff in the hospital line the 
hallway in silent respect as the 
donor and family move to the 
destination of the donation 
within the hospital.

“It was touching to see the 
amount of people that hon-
ored her in kind of the last 
walk of life she had,” DeVine 
said. “They just filled the 
hall with probably 100 plus 
employees -- from nurses to 
doctors to housekeeping. Peo-
ple who didn’t know her, you 
could see tears running down 
their faces.

“The amount of respect and 
appreciation they had gave 
us so much, not closure, but 
a sense of purpose, like some-
thing so beautiful to come out 

of something so tragic and aw-
ful, and I wanted to be able to 
provide that to the patients that 
I take care of from here on out.”

A registered nurse in the In-
tensive Care Unit at Blessing 
Hospital for about four years, 
DeVine worked with hospital 
leadership and its Life Team, 
as well as the Gift of Hope 
Organ and Tissue Donor Net-
work, to bring an Honor Walk 
program to the hospital.

“I’ve taken care of numer-
ous organ donor patients,” 
DeVine said. “It was already 
something that was kind of 
sacred to me, and I’ve seen the 
benefits of what organ donor 
can do for families of loved 
ones that pass away, but then 
this summer I actually experi-
enced it from the other side.”

AURORA, Ill. (AP) — An 
Aurora man who made more 
than 27,000 crosses to com-
memorate victims of mass 
shootings across the country 
is retiring.

Greg Zanis came to realize, 
after 23 years, his Crosses for 
Losses ministry was begin-
ning to take a personal and fi-
nancial toll on him, according 
to The Beacon-News. 

“I had a breaking point in 
El Paso,” he said, referring to 
the mass shooting outside 
of a Wal-Mart in El Paso, 
Texas. “I hadn’t slept for two 
days, it was 106 degrees and 
I collapsed from the pressure 
when I heard there were two 
more victims of the mass 
shooting.”

Zanis has set up crosses 
after the school shootings at 

Columbine, Sandy Hook and 
Parkland. He also placed cross-
es after the Las Vegas music fes-
tival shooting and the Orlando 
nightclub shooting. 

“I leave a piece of my heart 
behind each time I go,” he 
said. 

In 2016 he made over 700 
crosses that were carried 
along Michigan Avenue in 
Chicago to honor each per-
son who had been killed that 
year. 

Earlier this year, Zanis 
found himself making crosses 
for his very own hometown 
after a Henry Pratt CO. em-
ployee opened fire on his co-
workers.

“After Orlando, it never 
stopped,” Zanis said of the 
mass shootings. “The coun-
try had me on the road for 

a while every week. I have 
driven 850,000 miles to put 
up crosses. I slept in my truck 
and never had the money to 
cover what I was doing.”

With donations from time 
to time, Zanis mainly relied 
on his own resources to build 
the crosses.

“At one point last year I was 
$10,000 in debt and some-
body covered that for me,” he 
said. “Now I am $14,000 in 
debt.

Zanis hopes to pass on his 
ministry to Lutheran Church 
Charities of Northbrook, a 
nonprofit organization that 
uses dogs to help calm peo-
ple. His work had a very direct 
meaning for him. 

“I feel is is not the end of 
the ministry. It is the end of 
me doing it,” he said.

Special to The Prairie Press

In this Aug. 5, 2019, file photo Greg Zanis prepares crosses to place at a makeshift memorial for 
victims of a mass shooting at a shopping complex in El Paso, Texas. The Illinois man who made 
and delivered more than 27,000 crosses to sites around the U.S., largely to remember victims of 
gun violence, is stepping away from his ministry but aims to train others to carry it on. 

Pritzkers spending worries experts
CHICAGO (AP) — Illi-

nois Gov. J.B. Pritzker, a bil-
lionaire businessman, spent 
about $3 million of his money 
on state expenses, including 
staff salaries and renovations, 
according to a published re-
port. 

The Democrat paid about 
$52,000 for his Capitol office 
renovations and $850,000 
for the Governor’s Mansion. 
He doubled top aides’ sala-
ries. His chief of staff is paid 
$148,000 by taxpayers and 

$150,000 by Pritzker, accord-
ing to The Chicago Tribune.

Pritzker’s administration 
defended the practice as way 
to benefit Illinois, but good 
government experts are trou-
bled. Their concerns include 
private funds not being sub-
ject to open records laws and 
wealthy candidates having an 
edge. 

“We continue to have the 
same general concerns we’ve 
expressed in the past about 
elected officials paying for 

public functions with private 
funds, especially at the scale 
this governor is able to do it,” 
said Alisa Kaplan, a Reform 
for Illinois policy director. 

Pritzker is the wealthiest 
sitting politician nationwide, 
worth an estimated $3.2 bil-
lion, according to Forbes. 

He’s spent money to for-
ward his political agenda, put-
ting $5 million toward sup-
porting a ballot initiative on a 
constitutional amendment on 
a graduated-rate income tax. 
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State to receive 
early childhood 
development 
grants

SPRINGFIELD – Democratic 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s office an-
nounced Monday the state will 
receive $40.2 million in federal 
grants over the next three years 
to improve early childhood 
programs. 

The competitive grants 
are administered by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services and they require 
a 30-percent cost-sharing 
commitment from non-fed-
eral funds. The grants are 
used to build early childhood 
program infrastructure and 
expand high-quality preschool 
programs in targeted commu-
nities, the governor’s office said 
in a news release.

“From our aggressive efforts 
to secure federal funding to 
our historic investments in 
early childhood programs and 
facilities, Illinois will become 
the best state in the nation for 
families raising young children,” 
Pritzker said in the release. 

Last week, Pritzker an-
nounced the state is increasing 
childcare provider reim-
bursement rates by 5 percent 
statewide and by 20 percent 
for providers in what the Illinois 
Department of Human Services 
calls Group 2 counties, which 
are primarily rural counties.

The budget that lawmakers 
passed during the 2019 session 
included a $50 million increase 
in the state’s Early Childhood 
Education Block grant. In addi-
tion, the capital improvements 
program known as Rebuild 
Illinois provides $100 million for 
construction of early childhood 
facilities across the state.

Raoul calls 
proposed rules 
‘attack on LGBTQ 
individuals’

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 
Attorney General Kwame Raoul 
has joined with 18 other state 
attorneys general in opposing 
proposed new federal rules that 
they say could strip many LGBT 
individuals of many health care 
rights.

The proposed rule deals with 
non-discrimination policies 
within the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. It 
would delete current language 
in HHS regulations, adopted in 
the final weeks of the Obama 
administration, that prohibits 
discrimination in the agency’s 
programs,“based on non-merit 
factors such as age, disability, 
sex, race, color, national origin, 
religion, gender identity, or 
sexual orientation.”

That rule was based, in part, 
on the 2015 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision that legalized 
same-sex marriage nationwide. 
The proposed new rule would 
replace that language with a 
generic ban on discrimination, 
“to the extent doing so is pro-
hibited by federal statute.”

The proposed change 
was published in the Federal 
Register Nov. 19. In that notice, 
the agency cited concerns the 
Obama-era rule violates the 
Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act of 1993, which prohibits the 
federal government, “from sub-
stantially burdening a person’s 
exercise of religion.” That law, 
however, also allows exceptions 
when there is a, “compelling 
state interest,” in doing so 
and the burden is the ,“least 
restrictive means of furthering 
that interest.”

In a letter to HHS dated 
Dec. 19, the deadline for public 
comment on the rule, the 19 
attorneys general challenged 
that assertion.

“Our federal tax dollars 
should not be funneled 
towards organizations that 
openly discriminate against 
certain groups,” Raoul said in 
a separate statement. “I am 
committed to ensuring that 
all Americans are protected 
against discrimination and 
have an equal opportunity to 
apply for and take advantage 
of programs funded through 
federal grants.”

Pritzker’s year in hindsight
Wins and losses: party leaders, political observers assess past year, look ahead to 2020

BY JERRY NOWICKI, REBECCA 
ANZEL AND PETER HANCOCK
News@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — A tu-
multuous year in Illinois pol-
itics draws to its close as the 
historic legislative accomplish-
ments of May and June give 
way to a flurry of ongoing fed-
eral investigative activity, resig-
nations and indictments.

Central to the story of 2019 
is Gov. J.B. Pritzker, a Chicago 
Democrat and billionaire who 
spent more than $170 million 
of his estimated $3.4 billion 
fortune on a successful bid to 
unseat one-term incumbent 
Republican Bruce Rauner.

During the campaign, Pritz-
ker positioned himself as a foil 
to Rauner and President Don-
ald Trump and promised to 
usher in a wave of progressive 
policies. He also promised a 
new era of bipartisanship after 
four stagnant years that includ-
ed a two-year budget impasse, 
which led to a ballooning back-
log of unpaid bills and cuts to 
many state services.

Rauner’s unpopularity, com-
bined with a national Blue 
Wave that saw Democrats re-
take several statehouses and 
governors’ offices across the 
country, helped Pritzker to a 
near 16-point electoral victory 

and propelled Illinois Demo-
crats to veto-proof superma-
jorities in both chambers of the 
state Legislature.

PRITZKER’S FIRST YEAR
Leaders of both parties agree 

the state took steps forward 
in Pritzker’s first year, even if 
Republicans stand staunchly 
opposed to some of the Demo-
crats’ marquee proposals.   

“I thought we’d have a good 
session, but I did not expect it 
would be quite as historic as it 
was,” said Sen. Don Harmon, a 
Democrat from Oak Park and 
one of five assistant majority 
leaders in the Senate.  

The $39.9 billion operating 
budget, a capital infrastructure 
plan that relies on a doubling of 
the state’s motor fuel tax, mas-
sive gambling expansion and 
legalization of adult-use recre-
ational marijuana all received 
bipartisan support.

“I think it was a good year for 
bipartisan solutions,” said Rep. 
Greg Harris, a Chicago Dem-
ocrat and majority leader in 
the House. “Obviously, a lot of 
things we still disagree on, but 
those are philosophical things. 
It just goes to show that when 
we have common interests, we 
can work together to fix a lot of 
stuff.”

GRADUATED TAX
“We know that there will 

be a war on protecting taxpay-
er interests when it comes to 
this issue of altering our state's 
constitution,” Senate Minority 
Leader Bill Brady (R-Bloom-
ington) said. “...We want to 
convince the business commu-
nity that this will be defeated 
and they shouldn't delay their 
investment in Illinois, their 
growth in Illinois.” 

Harris, the House majori-
ty leader, said he believes the 
added resources are needed to 
further investment in public 
education and human services. 

Christopher Mooney, a pro-
fessor of state politics at the 
University of Illinois-Chicago, 
said he expects the measure to 
be an effective test of Pritzker, 
and said it’s an even money bet 
as to whether it will pass.  

 
FEDERAL PROBES AND ETHICS 
REFORM

Just two months after Pritz-
ker signed the expansive cap-
ital infrastructure plan — the 
first one passed by the General 
Assembly in a decade — the 
Statehouse office of one of the 
bill’s lead architects was raided 
by the FBI.

Sen. Martin Sandoval, a 
Chicago Democrat who was 

chair of the Senate Transpor-
tation Committee at the time, 
eventually submitted his res-
ignation from the chamber 
effective Jan. 1.

News quickly followed of 
raids on a former lobbyist for 
ComEd, an electric utility 
company with close ties to 
Illinois House Speaker Mi-
chael Madigan, D-Chicago. 
Federal agents also execut-
ed search warrants in several 
small towns in the southwest 
suburbs of Chicago, apparent-
ly searching for information 
about red light camera con-
tracts.

Neither Sandoval nor any 
ComEd representatives have 
been charged with wrongdo-
ing despite the ongoing inves-
tigations.

In October, however, Rep. 
Luis Arroyo, a Chicago Dem-
ocrat, was arrested on charges 
that he tried to bribe an un-
identified state senator who 
was later revealed by federal 
affidavits to be wearing a wire 
for investigators.

Before any of that, state Sen. 
Tom Cullerton, a distant cous-
in of the Senate president, was 
indicted in August on charges 
he collected a salary as well as 
health and pension benefits 
from a labor union for which 

he did little or no work. He re-
mains in the Senate.

SENATE LEADERSHIP CHANGE
The surprise retirement an-

nouncement of the state’s top 
senator earlier this year joins 
the federal investigations in 
creating uncertainty for the 
2020 political agenda. 

Senate President John Cul-
lerton (D-Chicago) told re-
porters at the end of this year’s 
fall veto session that his reason 
for leaving was to spend more 
time with family. Democratic 
Senate caucus members are 
scheduled to choose his suc-
cessor on Sunday, Jan. 19.

THE NEXT SESSION
The governor reiterated his 

commitment to passing ethics 
reforms and laid out some of 
his other 2020 agenda items at 
a news conference in Chicago 
earlier this month. 

He said a top priority will 
be addressing the state’s $137 
billion pension debt, though 
he did not go into specifics. 
He also said he was focused 
on expanding early childhood 
education in the state, further 
reforming the criminal justice 
system and, “expanding op-
portunities for working fami-
lies to get ahead.”

BY JERRY NOWICKI
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The 
state’s minimum wage will 
increase by $1 hourly, rec-
reational marijuana will 
go on sale to those over 21 
years of age, and some state 
taxes and licensing fees will 
increase when the calendar 
hits January. 

The changes are among 
hundreds resulting from 
laws passed during a busy 
legislative session which ad-
journed in early June. 

MINIMUM WAGE
The minimum wage will 

increase by $1 to $9.25 
hourly on Jan. 1, the first 
such increase since 2010. 
The wage will increase to 
$10 hourly in July before 
increasing $1 each January 
until it hits $15 by 2025. 

MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION
With the legalization of 

adult-use marijuana in the 
state, Illinois residents will 
be allowed to possess 30 
grams of cannabis flower, 
500 milligrams of a mari-
juana-infused product and 
five grams of cannabis con-
centrate. Non-residents can 
possess half those amounts. 

Consumption of mari-
juana will still be banned 
in public places, however, 
unless a licensed marijuana 
facility or certain lounges 
obtain local government 
clearance for allowing use at 
their facilities. 

Marijuana legalization 
will also provide for the 
expungement of low-level 
cannabis convictions and 
criminal records in the state, 
the first of which were filed 
in Chicago this month. 

NEW TAXES, FEES FOR 
CAPITAL PLAN

 Some new taxes and 
fees which will help fund a 
multi-year $45 billion cap-
ital infrastructure plan will 
also take effect starting in 
January. 

Registration fees for pas-
senger vehicles will increase 
to $151 from $101, while 
electric vehicle registration 
fees will increase to $251 
annually from $34 every 
other year.

The licensing fee for a 
trailer weighing less than 
3,000 pounds will increase 
to $118 from $18, with ev-
ery weight class above that 
also seeing a $100 increase. 

New year, 
new laws

HIGHLIGHTS OF GOVERNOR’S, DEMOCRATS’ 2019 

Jerry Nowicki/Capitol News Illinois

Gov. J.B. Pritzker speaks during a news conference May 27 in the governor’s office in Springfield following the House passage 
of a joint resolution that will put a graduated income tax amendment on the 2020 general election ballot. The amendment 
eventually passed the General Assembly and now must be approved by voters in November 2020 to be enacted.

Jerry Nowicki/Capitol News Illinois

Gov. J.B. Pritzker addresses a crowd of supporters Feb. 19 at a bill signing event for Senate Bill 1, which will increase the 
state’s minimum wage to $15 per hour over a six-year period. He is joined by advocates for the wage increase and Sen. Kim 
Lightford  (D-Maywood) and Rep. Will Guzzardi (D-Chicago) the bill’s Senate and House sponsors.
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